
 

Rise of the robots: "There are some urgent
questions we have to find answers to"
 
Robots are increasingly becoming more important. Not only are they being used in areas
such as medicine, agriculture and manufacturing, they are now also capable of driving
cars and piloting drones. However, their increasing use and expanding capabilities have
significant implications.  On 21 April Parliament's legal affairs committee held a hearing
to discuss with experts the issues involved, such as safety, liability and risk
management.
 
Increasing importance
 
 
 
More and more appliances are now able to operate interactively and autonomously to some
extent. Examples include self-driving cars and autonomous weapons. Artificial intelligence and
robotics are advancing at an accelerating pace, but society has yet to come to terms with what
this will mean, just as it also needed time to adapt to the rise of internet 20 years ago.
Legislation will also needed to be updated in line with a changing world.
 
People have a largely positive view of these developments. According to a 2015 Eurobarometer
survey, 72% of Europeans believe robots are good for society because they help people.
 
Pavel Svoboda, a Czech member of the EPP group who is the chair of the legal affairs
committee, said at the hearing on 21 April that the moral implications of new technologies
should be considered:  "Values - this is the message of the future IT and values should be
spread."
 
Impact on legislation
 
Experts stressed at the hearing that legislation would need to be amended due to robotics'
increasing importance. Pawel Kwiatkowski, of Warsaw-based Gessel Law Firm, said:  “The
robot is not recognised in civil law. Can a robot express intention? I think the answer is very
simple when it comes to noncomplex algorithms, but when it gets more complex, I think we
have a problem.”
 
Talking of new technological developments, Professor Olle Häggström, of Chalmers University
of Technology in Gothenburg, Sweden, said: "These things might happen sooner than we
think."
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Need for European approach
 
The EU needs to be ready to deal with the impact of these new technologies. Niel Bowerman, of
Oxford University, said Europe could help to mitigate their impact: “The EU should keep a
broadly global view in its approach on artificial intelligence. It is possible that some AI advances
will be destabilising and that some nations may not adapt well. The EU can lay out frameworks
which favour stability, wellbeing and economic advance.“
 
 
Dr Andrea Bertolini, of Scuola Superiore Sant'Anna and University of Pisa, said there was a
need for common technological standards: “A European Robotics Agency should be set up to
develop technological standards that regulate how products should be made to allow us to shift
from robotics research to robotics industry in Europe.”
 
The EU already supports 120 robotics projects through the SPARC programme, which funds
innovation in robotics by European companies and research institutions. For this €700 million
has been made available until 2020 under Horizon 2020, the EU's research and innovation
programme.
 
What Parliament is working on
 
The legal affairs committee has a working group on robotics and artificial intelligence, which was
set up to explore the legal issues involved, provide MEPs with research and exchange views
with experts. It is working on a draft report, which is being written by Mady Delvaux, a
Luxembourg member of the S&D group. She said: "There are some urgent questions which we
have to find answers to, e.g. drones that are already in use, self- driving cars that will soon be
on our roads. We have immediate proposals for these questions."
 
The legal affairs committee is expected to vote on the report by the end of May, which will be
followed by a vote in plenary. The report could be used as a basis to draft future legislation
related to robotics and artificial intelligence.
 
In addition MEPs debated autonomous cars during the April plenary, while the transport
committee presented on 20 April a study on the future of transport and new technologies.
 
Click here for more news from the European Parliament.
 
Find out more
Working group on robotics and artificial intelligence
Interview with Mady Delvaux
Legal affairs committee
Eurobarometer survey on robotics
European Commission website on robotics
Study on self-piloted cars

Article

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

2 I 3

http://sparc-robotics.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/what-horizon-2020
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/?utm_campaign=wculinktrack&utm_medium=link_en&utm_source=news_planet
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/juri/subject-files.html?id=20150504CDT00301
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20150422STO43701/Mady-Delvaux-Robotics-will-bring-about-a-revolution
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/juri/home.html
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_427_sum_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/robots-more-europeans-know-them-more-they-them
https://polcms.secure.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/upload/0c4d4601-ef73-4318-ab79-9149c4d965de/Self-piloted%20cars_provisional%20version.pdf


Self-driving cars are just one example of the increasing use of robotics ©AP Images/ European Union-EP

Article

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

3 I 3


