
 

Unemployment: three in four Europeans want EU
to do more to create jobs
 
With unemployment in the EU remaining above 8%, 77% of Europeans want the EU to do
more to tackle the issue, according to the latest Eurobarometer survey.  Reacting to the
results of the Europe-wide study, Thomas Händel, the head of Parliament’s employment
committee, urged EU leaders to “endeavour to ensure investment and high-quality,
sustainable employment”. Read on to learn more about the EU’s role in the fight against
unemployment.
 
At 8.6% the EU unemployment rate is at its lowest level since spring 2009, while youth
unemployment is 18.6%. However, unemployment varies widely across the EU, from 4% in the
Czech Republic to 24% in Greece.
 
A Eurobarometer survey commissioned by the Parliament shows that fighting unemployment
comes second only to terrorism in terms of  people's priorities: 77% of the 28,000 people
surveyed want more EU action in tackling unemployment while 69% feel current EU efforts on
the issue are insufficient. In the UK 66% of respondents wanted the EU to do more on
unemployment, compared to 78% in Ireland. 
 
 
Responding to the survey findings, the chair of Parliament’s employment committee Thomas
Händel said: “The results show that the EU’s founding goal of an end to war no longer suffices.
The new thrust of Europe must be one of social justice, an end to joblessness and poverty. One
person in four lives at or below the OECD poverty line, youth unemployment remains
unacceptably high, while the increase in insecure jobs is leading more and more people to
doubt the founding pledge of more prosperity through economic cooperation.”
 
EU action on unemployment
 
Addressing long-term unemployment is one of the top priorities for the new Juncker
Commission. The Europe 2020 strategy includes goals on youth mobility, innovation, education
and social inclusion, and aims to lift at least 20 million Europeans out of poverty by the end of
the decade.
 
The revamping of the EURES network of job seekers and vacancies - approved by MEPs in
February - should help to better match labour market supply and demand across the EU.
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http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/2995521/7545626/3-01072016-AP-EN.pdf/4281f757-75ef-4463-a15c-ca9f968b8513
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/20160623PVL00111/Eurobarometer
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96851/THOMAS_HANDEL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96851/THOMAS_HANDEL_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/EPRS-Briefing-538963-Setting-EU-Priorities-2014-19-FINAL.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=en&catId=956
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160223IPR15436/Matching-job-seekers-and-vacancies-across-Europe


The Youth Employment Initiative aims to support young people who are not in education,
employment or training, while the Globalisation Adjustment Fund was established in order to
combat unemployment in cases where large companies scale down production in the EU.
 
In a resolution passed at the July plenary, MEPs called for an update to the EU’s long-term
financing plan to cope with unemployment, especially among young people. In June the
Commission launched a skills agenda aimed at boosting employability.
 
 
 
Click here for a briefing.
 
 
 
Find out more
Survey: people reveal their priorities for the EU
Full Eurobarometer survey
Public expectations and EU policy commitments: is there a gap?

Article

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

2 I 3

http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1176
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20140912STO61805/Globalisation-Adjustment-Fund-helping-redundant-workers-find-work-again
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160701IPR34488/Revise-EU%E2%80%99s-long-term-budget-to-cope-with-today's-challenges-urge-MEPs
http://ec.europa.eu/news/2016/06/20160610_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160630STO34203/Survey-people-reveal-their-priorities-for-the-EU
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/eurobarometre/2016/attentes/eb85_1_synthesis_perceptions_wishes_terrorism_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/586591/EPRS_BRI%282016%29586591_EN.pdf
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What do you expect of the EU?
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player?pid=9254f34c-c351-4715-bf3e-a62f00a9afb9
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