
 

Car emissions: MEPs' inquiry gearing up for second
half
 
Parliament’s car emissions inquiry urgently needs more information from the EU
Commission, it says in a resolution voted on Tuesday. Half-way through its mandate,  the
Committee of Inquiry into Emission Measurements in the Automotive Sector (EMIS), has
yet to receive some Commission documents on emission measurements and details of
expert group work on vehicle type approval procedures, notes the text. The inquiry’s
final report is due in spring 2017.
 
Since its constituent meeting on 2 March, EMIS has held 12 meetings with close to 50 hours of
hearings of  37 experts,  who also  replied  to  about  400 questions beforehand.  It  has  also
commissioned a study into discrepancies in emissions between type-approval tests and real-
world driving.
 
The committee was set up in response to revelations about cheating devices used to reduce
pollutant emissions during official  car tests.  It  is  investigating whether the Commission or
national officials suspected or knew of the cheating before it was discovered in the USA  and
why were they not - intentionally or unintentionally - more prudent in addressing discrepancies
in emissions between type-approval tests and real-world driving.
 
The resolution, drafted by Pablo Zalba Bidegain (EPP, ES) and Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (ALDE,
NL), was passed by 618 votes to 26, with 7 abstentions. It repeats the call to the Commission
and the member states to assist the inquiry by respecting the principle of “loyal cooperation” as
defined by EU rules. 
 
Mr Zalba Bidegain emphasized during the debate that the inquiry committee should not just
“investigate and find the truth of what happened in the past but also make proposals to prevent
something similar being repeated in the future. This crisis is also an opportunity to adapt the
European automotive industry to the 21st century and ensure a better future for 12 million
families of workers in the car manufacturing sector.”
 
Mr Gerbrandy explained that cooperation with the EU Commission has improved since the
summer, and that the future investigation will focus on the responsibility of national authorities,
because “European democracy also means that national ministers are accountable in Europe.
Questions on the role of EU member states remain since the implementation and enforcement
of EU legislation on car emissions seem very weak.”
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96763/PABLO_ZALBA%20BIDEGAIN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html


The  Commission  in  particular  should  provide  committee  members  with  all  requested
documentation relating to the measurements of vehicle emissions, including work done by the
Joint Research Centre (JRC), as well as all records of the activities of various expert groups
dealing with legislation on vehicle type approval procedures, says the text.
 
Next steps
 
The EMIS committee is to meet up to 10 times more before the end of 2016 and hear several
more representatives of EU national and regional authorities and car manufacturers. Its final
report should be presented to the full House by 2 March 2017.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
 
 
Further information
Adopted text 2016/2090(INI) will soon be available here (13.09.2016)
Video recording of debate (click on 13.09.2016)
EbS+ (13.09.2016)
EP Research: At a glance: Inquiry into emission measurements in the automotive sector
(September 2016)
EP Research Blog: Emissions in the Automotive Sector
EP Research and other publications on car emissions
Audio-visual material for media

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=09/13/2016
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2016)586648
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2016)586648
https://epthinktank.eu/2016/04/20/emissions-in-the-automotive-sector/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/emis/publications.html?tab=Briefings and Fact Sheets
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2903
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Page.aspx?id=2903
http://bit.ly/2cWe10t
http://bit.ly/2c5WKgx
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/1XbSQs6
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/1TV9vxr
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
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https://twitter.com/EP_Emissions


MEPs probe discrepancies between laboratory test results and real car emissions on the road© AP Images/ European Union-EP

Car emissions scandal: the EU Commissioners policing air quality
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/player.aspx?pid=544043cd-84fb-4a53-af9f-a67a00f2a42d
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