
 

Breast cancer: more than 90,000 women die  in EU
every year
 
Discover how the European Parliament helps women to conquer cancer in Europe. MEP
Daniela Aiuto, who is writing a report on it, explains the main issues.
 
Breast cancer is the leading cause of death for European women aged 35 to 59. Every year
Breast Cancer Awareness Month is held in October to help increase awareness for early
detection and treatment of what has become the most common cancer for women.
 
Italian EFDD member Daniela Aiuto, who is preparing a Parliament report on the issue, said
there were still many obstacles remaining.  "In Italian families, if the mother or wife wants to get
a mammography regularly, at least every six months, she will have to pay up to €1,000 per
year," she said. "Not all Italian families can afford these expenses nowadays. What does it
mean? It means that many women at risk of developing cancer give up prevention. It is here
that we must act."
 
 
Aiuto also highlighted the differences in prevention and treatment in different EU countries,
saying women in northern Europea have more possibilities to have breast cancer diagnosed
earlier and that this should be the same in all countries.
 
 
Although breast cancer can also develop in men, women are about 100 times more likely to be
struck by it. In 2013 about 93,500 people died of breast cancer in the EU, 99% of which were
women.  Deaths as a result of breast cancer make up of about 7.2% of all cancer-related deaths
.
 
How the European Parliament is helping
 
 
Over the years MEPs have raised awarreness of the issue in various ways, for example by
adopting resolutions on breast cancer in 2003 and 2006.
 
 
In 2010 MEPs adopted a declaration to underline their support for the EU's commitment to fight
breast  cancer,  by ensuring the implementation of  screening programmes,  the creation of
specialist  breast  units  and reliable data collection.

Article
20-10-2017 - 15:05
Reference No: 20171012STO85937

EN Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Contact: webmaster@europarl.eu

1 I 3

http://www.who.int/cancer/events/breast_cancer_month/en/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124842/DANIELA_AIUTO_home.html
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Cancer_statistics_-_specific_cancers
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P5-TA-2003-0270+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P6-TA-2006-0449&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2010-0146+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN


In  2015  MEPs  adopted  a  written  declaration  on  breast  cancer  in  the  EU,  calling  for  the
implementation  of  measures  to  fight  this  disease.
 
 
Earlier this month on 16 October the Parliament organised a hearing on the EU's strategy to
help women affected by cancer, which took a look at the current state of prevention, diagnosis
and treatment and assessed the EU's measures in this area.
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http://www.ecpc.org/Documents/News/WD%20On%20the%20Fight%20Against%20Breast%20Cancer%20in%20the%20EU.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/128160/Draft%20programme%20-%20FEMM%20Hearing%20on%20EU%20Strategy%20on%20Womens%20Cancers.pdf


Daniela Aiuto

https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/society/women-s-cancers-boosting-preventive-care
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