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Rule of Law in Poland: Parliament to discuss and
vote on Wednesday

Parliament will look into the state of the rule of law and democracy in Poland on
Wednesday at 9.00 and vote on a resolution later in the afternoon.

EU Commission First Vice-President Frans Timmermans and Estonian Deputy Minister for EU
Affairs, Matti Maasikas, on behalf of the Council Presidency, will take the floor in the debate.

The plenary is expected to start the process to launch an “Article 7 procedure” regarding
Poland. The Civil Liberties Committee (LIBE) would then need to draw up a “reasoned
proposal”, the document required to call on the Council to trigger the rule of law mechanism
over a “clear risk of a serious breach” of the European values by the Polish authorities. This
mechanism is defined in Article 7.1 of the Treaty. The procedure may result in Poland having
certain rights suspended.

You can watch the plenary debate via EP Live and EbS+.

Debate: Wednesday, 15 November - 09.00

Vote: Wednesday, 15 November

Procedure: Statements from the Council and the Commission with resolution
#RuleofLaw #Poland

Further information
Parliament's Rule of Procedure (Rule 83 on Breach by a Member State of fundamental
principles and values)

Framework for addressing systemic threats to the Rule of Law (EC Communication,
11/03/2014)

Understanding the EU Rule of Law mechanisms (EPRS note, January 2016))
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012M007
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?page=2&date=11/15/2017
https://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?page=2&date=11/15/2017
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+RULES-EP+20170116+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+RULES-EP+20170116+0+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0158
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52014DC0158
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/EPRS/EPRS-Briefing-573922-Understanding-EU-rule-of-law-mechanisms-FINAL.pdf
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