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EU budget 2018 approved: support for youth,
growth, security
 

increases for sustainable growth, jobs, security, climate change 
€116.7 million more to fight youth unemployment 
cuts in funding for Turkey
 

For next year’s budget, MEPs have secured more support for unemployed young people
and additional funding for SMEs, research programmes and Erasmus.
 
Commitment  appropriations  for  2018  total  €160.1 billion,  and  payment  appropriations
€144.7 billion  (see  below).
 
 
 
On the heels of the Council's formal approval of the conciliation agreement with Parliament on
the 2018 budget, Parliament approved the budget by 295 votes to 154, with 197 abstentions. It
was then signed into law by President Antonio Tajani.
 
 
Youth, growth and jobs
 
 
 
Parliament reversed the Council’s €750 million cuts in the area of “growth and jobs”,  and
secured an increase for the Youth Employment Initiative of €116.7 million in commitment
appropriations, raising the total to €350 million, to help young people desperately seeking a job.
Furthermore, MEPs succeeded in securing new resources, on top of the Commission’s budget
proposal, for programmes they consider key to boosting growth and jobs, namely Horizon 2020
(research programmes, an increase of €110 million) Erasmus+, (an additional €24 million) and
COSME (support for SMEs, up by €15 million).
 
 
 
Refugee and migration crisis, cutting funds for Turkey
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fTEXT%2bREPORT%2bA8-2017-0359%2b0%2bDOC%2bXML%2bV0%2f%2fEN&language=EN#title2


Parliament managed to boost the Commission's draft budget for agencies with security-related
tasks: Europol (gets an additional €3.7 million and 10 new posts) and Eurojust (receives €1.8
million more and 5 more posts).
 
 
 
To continue tackling the migration crisis, the European Asylum Support Office receives an
increase of €5 million. Similarly, Parliament increased the budget heading by €80 million (on
top of the draft budget) for the EU’s external actions on migration challenges, which include
actions in the Eastern and Southern Neighbourhoods as well as the Western Balkans.
 
 
 
Concerning Turkey, MEPs decided to cut pre-accession funds by €105 million (with a further
€70 million in commitments put in reserve), in response to the deteriorating situation in relation
to democracy, rule of law and human rights.
 
 
 
Agriculture and climate protection
 
 
 
Parliament’s negotiating team obtained €34 million in additional support for young farmers to
reduce youth unemployment in rural areas. Also, funds to support agricultural practices which
benefit the climate and environment were increased by €95 million.
 
 
 
Quotes 
 
 
 
Members of the parliamentary negotiating team made the following statements after the votes: 
 
 
 “Parliament can be satisfied with the EU Budget for 2018. We found an agreement because our
priorities were to boost the programmes which will prepare the EU for the future and protect
Europeans – Research through Horizon 2020, mobility of the young through Erasmus+ and
ErasmusPro, infrastructure programmes like the Connecting Europe Facility and support for
SMEs through COSME. We also managed to boost funding for security-related programmes,
asylum policy and Neighbourhood Policy”,  said the Chair of the Budgets committee, Jean
Arthuis (ALDE, FR).
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“This budget delivers on what EU citizens expect from Europe: jobs and growth on the one hand
and security on the other. By investing in research, infrastructure, education and SMEs, we will
become  more  competitive  and  future-oriented.  As  for  security,  we  have  succeeded  in
strengthening Europol and Eurojust, so that they ensure better cooperation and coordination in
fighting terrorism and organised crime across the EU. Finally, we have made it clear that EU
support to countries outside the EU does not come without strings attached: Turkey is drifting
away from EU values and we have decided to reduce assistance by 105 million Euros less than
the Commission proposal”, said lead rapporteur (Commission section) Siegfried Mureșan (EPP,
RO).
 
 
 
What are commitment and payment appropriations?
 
 
 
Given the need to manage actions spanning several years (e.g. financing a research project
lasting 2-3 years), the EU budget distinguishes between commitment appropriations (the cost of
all legal obligations contracted during the current financial year, possibly bearing consequences
in the following years) and payment appropriations (money actually paid out during the current
year, possibly to implement commitments entered into in previous years).
 
Rapporteurs
Siegfried Mureşan (EPP, RO) – Section III: Commission
 Richard Ashworth (ECR, UK) – other sections

Further information
Adopted EU budget for 2018 will be available here
Procedure file
- 2018 general budget: all sections
At a Glance: Conciliation agreement on the 2018 EU budget
Budget 2018 deal line by line
European Parliament: Documents from the 2018 budgetary procedure
Committee on Budgets
Fact sheets on the European Union – The budgetary procedure
Budgetary powers of the European Parliament
Press release on conciliation deal (18.11.2017)
The EU's budget for 2018
Audiovisual material for media
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124802/SIEGFRIED_MURESAN_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28132/RICHARD_ASHWORTH_home.html
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/2018/2018_en.cfm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2044(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2044(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2017)614591
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/infos-details.html?id=14781&type=Flash
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/2018-procedure.html?tab=Documents
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_1.4.3.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00005/Budgetary-powers
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20171116IPR88212/eu-budget-2018-deal-ep-boosts-support-for-youth-and-growth-initiatives
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20171120TST88402
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/eu-budget-2018


Contacts 
 
 

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
Press release by the ECR group
Press release by the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group

Armin WISDORFF
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 40924 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 73780 (STR)
+32 498 98 13 45
@EP_Budgets
armin.wisdorff@europarl.europa.eu
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http://bit.ly/2ioGmRz
http://bit.ly/2i2tSLB
http://bit.ly/2j4FtdW
http://bit.ly/2k9M1eF
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/2m6JiBA
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
https://twitter.com/EP_Budgets


EP President Antonio Tajani signing the 2018 EU Budget into law© EP
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