
 

Climate change: mitigating the impact on women
 

Women are hit harder by natural disasters than men and MEPs want action to address
the risks that especially affect poorer women.
 
Climate change does not affect everyone in the same way. It not only depends on where you
live, but it can also make a difference whether you are a man or a woman. Research cited by
the United Nations shows how it can affect them differently. One example given is for
Bangladesh when the death rate for women was five times higher than for men following the
1991 cyclone and flood. During the 2003 heatwave in Europe more women than men died.
Research also found that women and children are 14 more likely to die in a disaster than men.
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http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/gender/Gender%20and%20Environment/PB3-AP-Gender-and-disaster-risk-reduction.pdf
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/gender/Gender%20and%20Environment/PB3-AP-Gender-and-disaster-risk-reduction.pdf


MEPs adopted a report on gender and climate justice on 16 January, calling on the EU
institutions to bear the different impact in mind when creating new legislation.
 
 
 
Report author Linnéa Engström, a Swedish member of the Greens/EFA group, pointed out the
importance of taking gender differences into account: “Women are many times more likely to die
than men during natural disasters.”
 
 
 
In her report Engström said that gender equality could serve as a catalyst for sustainable
development and that women should be fully included in policymaking on these issues.
 
 
 
“Women are not only victims," she said. "As they often farm the land, manage water supplies
and energy use they can, when empowered be effective actors of change in developing
mitigation and adaptation strategies within their communities."
 
 
 

How women are affected by climate change
 
 
 
There are different ways how women can be affected by climate change more than men,
especially in areas where socioeconomic levels are low. For details check out this in-depth
analysis on how gender and climate change are linked.
 
 
 
For example, in many developing countries women and girls are responsible for water
collection. When drought occurs, their workload increases as they have to walk further to find it.
Girls risk losing their education as they are needed at home instead.

" When empowered, women can be effective actors
of change "
Linnéa Engström
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2015/536478/IPOL_IDA(2015)536478_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2015/536478/IPOL_IDA(2015)536478_EN.pdf


 
 
Disease spreads easier when temperature rises or in case of flooding. Since women are still the
primary caregivers in many societies, their workload increases and they run a higher risk of
contracting the diseases themselves. Pregnant women are particularly at risk.
 
 
 
More women are victims of extreme weather and natural disaster, as they are predominantly in
charge of children and elderly, whose well-being they put above their own. Women are also
limited by other aspects of their traditional role, such as not having been taught how to swim or
being restricted in their movements due to traditional clothing.
 
 
 
Climate change can sometimes result in migration. In some cases only men migrate, while
women are then left with their responsibilities back home, which creates problems as women
cannot access resources and ownership in the same way in many places.
 
 
 
When women and girls are displaced, they are much more exposed to sexual violence and have
other needs, such as sanitary ones that are often not met. They are also more vulnerable due to
pregnancy and caring for small children.
 
Find out what the Parliament does to fight gender inequality.
 
Find out more
Gender mainstreaming in environment and climate change
UN fact sheet: women, gender equality and climate change
Multimedia centre
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20190712STO56961/the-parliament-s-fight-for-gender-equality-in-the-eu
http://eige.europa.eu/gender-mainstreaming/policy-areas/environment-and-climate-change
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/climate_change/downloads/Women_and_Climate_Change_Factsheet.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home

