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Robots and artificial intelligence: MEPs call for EUwide liability rules
EU-wide rules are needed for the fast-evolving field of robotics, e.g. to enforce ethical
standards or establish liability for accidents involving driverless cars, say MEPs in a
resolution voted on Thursday.
MEPs ask the EU Commission to propose rules on robotics and artificial intelligence, in order to
fully exploit their economic potential and to guarantee a standard level of safety and security.
They note that regulatory standards for robots are being planned in several countries, and point
out that the EU needs to take the lead on setting these standards, so as not to be forced to
follow those set by third countries.
Rapporteur Mady Delvaux (S&D, LU) said “Although I am pleased that the plenary adopted my
report on robotics, I am also disappointed that the right-wing coalition of ALDE, EPP and ECR
refused to take account of possible negative consequences on the job market. They rejected an
open-minded and forward-looking debate and thus disregarded the concerns of our citizens.”
Liability rules and the impact of robots on the workforce
MEPs stress that draft legislation is urgently needed to clarify liability issues, especially for selfdriving cars. They call for a mandatory insurance scheme and a supplementary fund to ensure
that victims of accidents involving driverless cars are fully compensated.
MEPs also ask the Commission to consider creating a specific legal status for robots in the long
run, in order to establish who is liable if they cause damage.
The rapid development of robots might result in changes in the labour market through the
creation, displacement and loss of certain jobs. MEPs urge the Commission to follow these
trends closely.
A Code of Ethical Conduct and a new European Agency for robotics
The growing use of robotics also raises ethical issues, for example to do with privacy and
safety, stress MEPs. They propose a voluntary ethical code of conduct on robotics for
researchers and designers to ensure that they operate in accordance with legal and ethical
standards and that robot design and use respect human dignity.
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They also ask the Commission to consider creating a European agency for robotics and artificial
intelligence, to supply public authorities with technical, ethical and regulatory expertise.
The resolution was passed by 396 votes to 123, with 85 abstentions. The Commission will not
be obliged to follow the Parliament’s recommendations, but must state its reasons if it refuses.
Background information

According to the International Federation of Robotics, robot sales rose by an average of 17%
per year between 2010 and 2014, and by 29% worldwide in 2014 alone.
Procedure: Legislative resolution (INL)
Facts
• Robot sales rose by an average of 17% per year between 2010 and 2014, and by
29% worldwide in 2014 alone.

Interview with rapporteur
Rise of the robots: Mady Delvaux on why their use should be regulated

Further information
Adopted text (2015/2103(INL)) will soon be available here (16.2.2017)
Video recording of debate (click on 15.2.2017)
Video of the press conference
EbS+ (16.2.2017)
Public consultation on Robotics
EP Research: European Civil Law Rules in Robotics
EP Animated infographic on Robotics

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
Press release by the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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As human-robot interactions become commonplace, MEPs stress that EU-wide rules are needed to guarantee a standard level of safety
and security.© AP Images/European Union - EP

RoboLaw: Regulating robotics
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/society/robolaw-regulating-robotics
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