
 

Arctic: ban oil drilling and mitigate tensions, urge
MEPs
 
Climate change is bringing new environmental and security challenges in the Arctic, as
the melting ice cap opens up new navigation and fishing routes, and  competition for its
natural resources heats up, say MEPs in a resolution voted on Thursday. They call for
measures to protect the vulnerable Arctic ecosystem, ban oil drilling there and keep it a
low-tension and cooperation area.
 
“The  Arctic  region  is  very  sensitive  and  vulnerable.  If  we  destroy  this  area  by  using  the
resources there unsustainably,  we shall  not  only  be destroying a unique region,  but  also
accelerating climate change and polluting a source of clean water. The effects on global fish
stocks would also be catastrophic“, said co-rapporteur Sirpa Pietikainen (EPP, FI).
 
 
 
MEPs point out that Arctic has been warming about twice as fast as the global average and that
sea ice has been shrinking significantly since 1981, to about 40% less than its summer extent
35 years ago.
 
Four  million  people  living  in  Arctic  region,  as  well  as  its  fauna  and  flora,  are  the  first  to
experience the negative consequences of the increased pollution. So “the vulnerable Arctic
environment, as well as the fundamental rights of indigenous people, must be respected and
protected with more stringent safeguards” say MEPs. 
 
They call for a ban on “oil drilling in the icy Arctic waters of the EU and the EEA” as the use of
fossil fuels will further accelerate climate change. 
 
MEPs also reiterate their 2014 call to halt the use of heavy fuel oil in maritime transport on the
Arctic sea. Should this not prove feasible at international level, the Commission should come up
with rules to prohibit the use and carriage of HFO for vessels calling at EU ports, they add.
 
Low-tension area
 
EP co-rapporteur Urmas Paet (ALDE, ET) said ”The geopolitical importance of the Arctic is
growing.  Our  main  goal  is  to  keep  the  region  as  a  low-tension  area  and  prevent  its
militarization.”
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MEPs note  the  increased  presence  of  Russian  forces  in  the  Arctic,  which  by  2015  “had
established at least six new bases north of the Arctic Circles, including six deep-water ports and
13 airfields”. They also pay attention to China’s interest in accessing new shipping routes and
energy resources.
 
MEPs advocate efforts to keep the Arctic a low tension area and stress “the important role of the
Arctic Council” in “maintaining constructive cooperation, low tension and stability” in the region.
 
 
 
The resolution was passed by 483 votes to 100, with 37 abstentions.
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Further information
Procedure file
EP rapporteur Sirpa Pietikäinen (EPP, FI)
EP rapporteur Urmas Paet (ALDE, EE)
Adopted text (2016/2228) will be available here (click on 16.03.2017)
Video recording of debate (click on 15.03.2017)
Arctic: MEPs debate strategy to prevent conflicts over polar region heating up
EP briefing on Arctic (January 2017)
Audiovisual material for professionals
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News pages of the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2228(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/40599.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/129073.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20170310STO66174/arctic-meps-debate-strategy-to-prevent-conflicts-over-polar-region-heating-up
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/595870/EPRS_BRI(2017)595870_EN.pdf
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/arctic
http://bit.ly/1WuQLqB
http://bit.ly/2mxBeap
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/2ikk6qK
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/2m6JiBA
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff


MEPs want the Arctic to remain protected and safe. ©AP Images/European Union-EP

Managing Arctic interests
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/world/managing-arctic-interests
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