
 

EU’s farthest-flung fisheries need funding, say
MEPs
 
Young fishermen and fish farmers in the EU’s outermost regions (ORs) need financial
help and incentives, including money for new boats, said Parliament on Thursday.
 
The non-legislative  resolution  was  passed by  428 votes  to  64,  with  118 abstentions.  An
amendment to allow EU and national funding to renew the OR fleet was passed by 358 votes to
240, with 16 abstentions.
 
Commenting on the resolution and the amendment, rapporteur Ulrike Rodust (S&D, DE) said "I
have tried to work out the best proposals for a possible solution. And I deplore the fact that the
amendment has raised hopes which in my opinion cannot be fulfilled. This result does not
correspond to the coherence of the Common Fisheries Policy and the European Maritime
Fisheries Fund, respectively, and I doubt that it will pass legal scrutiny. Emphasis should be put
on the aim of the Common Fisheries Policy to reach sustainable stocks and fisheries".
 
EU and national funding to renew fleet 
 
The renewal funding amendment calls on the Commission to “allow the funding (at EU or
national level) of the ORs’ artisanal and traditional fishing vessels which land all their catches in
ports in the ORs and contribute to local sustainable development, so as to increase human
safety, comply with European hygiene standards, fight illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing and achieve greater environmental efficiency”.
 
MEPs nonetheless stipulated that “this fishing fleet renewal must remain within the limits of
authorised capacity ceilings, must be restricted to the replacement of an old vessel by a new
one, and must allow sustainable fishing and reaching the Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY)
objective”.
 
New financial instrument for OR fisheries
 
MEPs ask the EU Commission “to look into the possibility of establishing, as soon as possible,
an instrument specifically dedicated to supporting fisheries in the outermost regions, along the
lines of the POSEI scheme for agriculture”. 
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Programmes of Options Specifically Relating to Remoteness and Insularity (POSEI), governed
by POSEI Regulation No 228/2013, include specific measures for agriculture in the outermost
regions, such as production and import subsidies.
 
Aquaculture and young fishermen
 
 
 
MEPs stress that the potential of aquaculture should be better exploited in the ORs, as it might
result in new production possibilities and high-quality products, with strong support from the EU.
They call on the Commission to encourage and support aquaculture development projects.
 
Better incentives should be created under a future European Maritime and Fisheries Fund to
encourage young people to work in the maritime economy, particularly by means of vocational
training and promoting measures which improve the incomes and job security, and improve
overall sustainable organisation of the maritime economy in the ORs, says the text.
 
Background
 
 
 
The EU’s nine “outermost regions” include are parts of France (Guadeloupe, French Guiana,
Réunion, Martinique, Mayotte and Saint-Martin), Portugal (Madeira and Azores) and Spain
(Canary Islands). Article 349 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union sets out
their defining features, which include remoteness, insularity, small size, difficult topography and
climate, and economic dependence on a few products.
 
Procedure:  non-legislative resolution
 
Further information
Adopted text (2016/2016(INI) will soon be available here (27.04.2017)
Video recording of debate (click on 26.04.2017)

EbS+ (26.04.2017)
Procedure file
Briefing note on the management of fishing fleets in the Outermost regions

Detailed study on the management of fishing fleets in the Outermost Regions
Factsheet on the Outermost Regions
Regulation on a scheme to compensate for the additional costs incurred in the marketing of
certain fishery products from the outermost regions
POSEI scheme

Audiovisual material for media
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http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R0228&rid=1
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12012E/TXT
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/ebs/schedule.cfm?sitelang=en&page=3&institution=0&date=04/26/2017
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/2016(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/603886/EPRS_ATA(2017)603886_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/603886/EPRS_ATA(2017)603886_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/585901/IPOL_STU(2016)585901_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050107/04A_FT(2013)050107_EN.pdf
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32007R0791
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A32007R0791
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/markets/outermost-regions/intro_en
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/markets/outermost-regions/intro_en
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/markets/outermost-regions/intro_en
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx
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Political groups
News pages of the EPP group
News pages of the S&D group

News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
News pages of the GUE/NGL group
News pages of the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group

Kristina-Antigoni ELEFTERIE
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32798 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 32 83
@EP_Regional
kristina.elefterie@europarl.europa.eu
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http://bit.ly/1WuQLqB
http://bit.ly/1WWG6F4
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/2ikk6qK
http://bit.ly/1UrAlM9
http://bit.ly/2m6JiBA
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
https://twitter.com/EP_Regional

