
 

António Guterres: "A strong and united EU is
fundamental to a strong UN"
 
UN Secretary-General António Guterres praised the EU during a speech in the plenary
chamber on 17 May.
 
“A strong and united Europe is an absolutely fundamental pillar of a strong and effective
United Nations," said António Guterres, addressing MEPs in Strasbourg on 17 May.  The
Portueguese UN Secretary-General, the first European one since Austria’s Kurt
Waldheim in the early 1980s, said global challenges such as the multiplication of
conflicts, a human rights violations, climate change and globalisation required the EU
and the UN to work together.
 
Welcoming Guterres, Parliament President Antonio Tajani pointed out that both the UN and the
EU were created after the Second World War “to ensure peace and prosperity through a
multilateral cooperation”. “Together, we have to find political solutions to the conflicts in Syria,
Libya, and Yemen and to address Isis," he said. "Together, we need to have to defend the
dignity and freedom of people, give perspectives to the new generation and put into practice the
agenda 2030."
 
The EU´s contribution
 
In his speech Guterres expressed his gratitude and appreciation for the EU's commitment to
multilateralism and its contributions to development cooperation and humanitarian aid: “The
European Union is clearly the most successful project of peace sustainability in the world since
the beginning of history."
 
The UN Secretary-General addressed a number of issues, notably Syria, migration,
globalisation and the need to preserve cultural diversity.
 
This is the first time Guterres has addressed the European Parliament as UN Secretary-General
since succeeding Ban Ki-moon on 1 January 2017. Guterres was UN High Commissioner for
Refugees from June 2005 to December 2015 and Prime Minister of Portugal from 1995 to
2002. 
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Find out more
Video of the plenary address by António Guterres
Press conference by Antonio Tajani and António Guterres
Audiovisual materials
UN  Secretary-General
Briefing: António Guterres
The 2016 election of a new UN Secretary-General (October 2016)
European Parliament resolution: the role of the EU within the UN (24 November 2015)
Reforming the United Nations: state of play, ways forward (March 2015)
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http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Package.aspx?id=52181&mediatype=V&type=L
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20170512-1230-SPECIAL-UNKN
https://www.un.org/sg/en
https://www.un.org/sg/en
https://epthinktank.eu/2017/05/12/antonio-guterres-united-nations-secretary-general-a-strong-reformist-agenda-in-difficult-times/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/589866/EPRS_BRI(2016)589866_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2015-0403&language=EN&ring=A8-2015-0308
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/536435/EXPO_STU%282015%29536435_EN.pdf


Antonio Guterres addressing the Parliament
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