
•
•
•
•

 

Paris agreement: Parliament backs new carbon
cuts, debates U.S. withdrawal
 

national targets as part of EU-wide CO2 reduction target of 30% by 2030 
covers emissions from farms, transport, building and waste 
MEPs added measures to encourage governments to start asap 
fits in wider EU 2030 commitment to reduce emissions by 40%
 

Plans for new compulsory greenhouse gas cuts under the Paris agreement were backed
by MEPs on Wednesday, following a debate on the announced U.S. withdrawal.
 
These cuts will help deliver on the EU’s overall target for 2030 on all policies - a 40% cut from
1990 levels. The EU is committed to these cuts in the framework of the Paris Agreement.
 
The legislation will make it possible to break down the EU targets into binding, national ones for
sectors not covered by the EU carbon market - i.e. agriculture, transport, building and waste,
which together account for about 60% of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions.
 
Each EU member state will have to follow an emissions reduction pathway, calculated from a
starting point of 2018, instead of 2020 as proposed by the Commission, in order to avoid an
increase in emissions in the first few years or a postponement of their emission reductions.
 
In-depth analysis of the proposal, including national reduction targets and maximum annual
flexibility
 
To ensure long-term predictability, MEPs also set a target for 2050, of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by 80% compared to 2005 levels.
 
Rewarding early action
 
MEPs also propose rules to reward early action from member states with a GDP per capita
below EU average which have taken, or will take, action before 2020, with more flexibility during
the later part of the scheme.
 
To help member states achieve their goals, the regulation allows them to “borrow” up to 10% of
the following year’s allowance, reducing it accordingly.
 
The report was approved by 534 votes to 88 and 56 abstentions.
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Next steps
 
MEPs opened negotiations with Council with an aim to reach a first reading agreement on the
proposal. Informal “trilogue” negotiations will start when Council has set its own position.
 
Debate on U.S. withdrawal announcement
 
Parliament also discussed the announcement by U.S. President Donald J. Trump to withdraw
from the Paris Agreement, on Wednesday, with Marshall Islands President Hilda Heine and
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker. “The world is now watching Europe”, said Ms
Heine, highlighting the vulnerability of her country to climate change. “With an average elevation
of two metres above sea level,  there is nowhere to run,  nowhere to hide” against  climate
change, she said. (...) my country risks becoming completely uninhabitable before the century
ends” she said.
 
European Parliament President Antonio Tajani (EPP, IT), said: “Climate change is one the most
pressing global challenges that we face today. (...) By addressing this challenge, the EU is
creating  new  opportunities  for  our  citizens  and  industry.  (...)  Simply  put,  the  U.S.
administration’s decision is a mistake. By working together with nations around the world we
can successfully deliver a cleaner and safer planet to our citizens.”
 
President  Juncker  said  that  the  EU  will  not  renegotiate  the  Paris  Agreement.  MEPs
overwhelmingly spoke in favour of taking the UNFCCC 2015 agreement forward and applying it
fully.
 
The  announcement  from  U.S.  President  Trump  was  criticised  by  EU  lawmakers,  who
announced that the European Union will stick to its commitments and move forward with its own
climate legislation.
 
You can watch the recording of the debate here
 
Opening address by EP President Tajani
 
 
 
Speech by Marshall Islands President Hilda Heine
 
Quick Facts
 
In July 2016, the European Commission presented a proposal for a regulation to limit post-2020
national emissions of greenhouse gases (GHG) in sectors not covered by the EU emissions
trading system (ETS). These include transport, buildings, agriculture and waste sectors.
 
The proposed regulation would be the successor of the Effort Sharing Decision that sets annual
national GHG emission limits for the period 2013-2020. The proposed regulation is part of the
EU’s efforts to reduce its GHG emissions by at least 40% below 1990 levels by 2030. This
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170601IPR76521/ep-president-tajani-the-paris-agreement-is-alive-and-we-will-take-it-forward
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/video?debate=1497429401871
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/Assetdetail.aspx?id=32ecf397-9308-4994-bd4b-a7910077b21f


target  was  set  by  the  European  Council  in  October  2014,  and  also  constitutes  the  EU’s
international  commitment.
 
 
 

" Today´s vote gives a crystal clear signal to Donald
Trump: Europe acts on its commitments under the
Paris  agreement  and  seizes  the  opportunities  of
green  growth,  with  or  without  you.  Close  to  all
political groups have backed a strong and ambitious
climate law. "
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (ALDE, NL), rapporteur

Further information
Adopted text will soon be available here (14.06.2017)
Procedure
file: Binding annual greenhouse gas emission reductions by Member States from 2021 to 2030
Committee on the Environment, public health and food safety
Audiovisual material for media

Political groups
Press release by the EPP group
Press release by the S&D group
News pages of the ECR group
News pages of the ALDE group
Press release by the GUE/NGL group
Press release by the Greens/EFA group
News pages of the EFDD group
News pages of the ENF group
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96940/GERBEN-JAN_GERBRANDY_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0231(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2016/0231(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ENVI/home.html
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/cop21
http://bit.ly/2tlv6p2
http://bit.ly/2srVBg6
http://bit.ly/1Y0YFrj
http://bit.ly/2ikk6qK
http://bit.ly/2sAkLsm
http://bit.ly/2seZ68K
http://bit.ly/1TUnDFU
http://bit.ly/2cxzxcR
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https://twitter.com/EP_Environment


Building a sea wall - Majuro Atoll, Marshall islands. Small islands are  vulnerable to  climate change effects@Rob Griffith/AP photos/EU

 Effort sharing: driving Europe's ambitious climate goals
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/economy/effort-sharing-driving-europe-s-ambitious-climate-goals
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