
 

Integration of refugees in Europe
 
In 2016 1.2 million people applied for asylum in the EU. Learn more about the European
Parliament’s role in the integration of refugees.
 
With a growing number of asylum applications since 2015, the EU response to the migrant
crisis must also focus on fostering integration. While primarily the responsibility of national
governments, the EU can play a supporting role.
 
 
Programmes  such  as  the  European  Social  Fund  (ESF)  and  the  European  Regional
Development Fund offer financial support to member states in their efforts to integrate migrants.
 
 
What does Parliament do to integrate refugees into society?
 
 
MEPs have adopted several resolutions to foster the inclusion of refugees. At the end of 2015,
they called for more effective spending of the ESF to benefit vulnerable groups including
refugees.
 
 
In April 2016, Parliament adopted a resolution underlining the importance of refugee integration
through programmes offering them accommodation,  literacy and language courses,  inter-
cultural  dialogue, and professional  training.
 
In a resolution passed in July 2016, Parliament called on the EU to take action and ensure
refugees are swiftly and fully integrated into the labour market and society. The resolution
underlined the importance of education and sport, and called on EU countries to help migrant
teachers and professors find teaching jobs.
 
 
A draft report approved by Parliament’s civil liberties committee in April 2017 states that asylum
seekers should be able to work in the EU no later than two months after applying for asylum.
MEPs also insist that applicants for international protection also get access to language courses
from the moment their asylum application is filed.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170629STO78629
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170629STO78629
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_5.10.2.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_5.1.2.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/atyourservice/en/displayFtu.html?ftuId=FTU_5.1.2.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/20150831TST91035/20160218STO14834/how-to-make-the-integration-of-refugees-into-the-labour-market-work
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0102+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2016-0297&language=EN&ring=A8-2016-0204
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20170425IPR72302/ease-access-to-labour-market-for-asylum-seekers-to-boost-integration-meps-say


Read more on the EU response to the migrant crisis
Improving the European Common Asylum System
EU border controls and managing immigration
Cohesion policy and the integration of migrants in urban areas
Integration of migrants: education
Integrating migrants and their children through education
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170627STO78418
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20170627STO78419
https://epthinktank.eu/cohesion-policy-and-the-integration-of-migrants-in-urban-areas/
https://epthinktank.eu/integration-of-migrants-the-education-dimension/
https://epthinktank.eu/integrating-migrants-and-their-children-through-education/


Syrian refugee Najah attends an English course organised by the UNHCR in Leros, Greece, with her daughter Amenah. © UNHCR/Achilleas

Zavallis

Video
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/society/refugee-integration-transcending-borders
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