
 

EU Budget 2019 to focus on young people
 

Budgets Committee MEPs demanded an EU budget for 2019 capable of tackling the
numerous challenges that the EU continues to face, in a vote on Tuesday.
 
MEPs’ priorities for next year’s budget are “sustainable growth, innovation, competitiveness,
security,  tackling the root  causes of  refugee and migration flows,  managing refugee and
migration flows, the fight against climate change and the transition to sustainable energy, and a
particular focus on young people.”
 
They "refuse to accept" the cuts proposed by the Council to the European Commission’s draft
budget, especially those to the research and infrastructure programmes, which are “the very
programmes designed to make the EU economy more competitive and innovative.” Budgets
Committee MEPs thus decided to restore all those cuts, with limited exceptions.
 
In addition, MEPs intend to particularly boost programmes supporting the young, with significant
increases to Erasmus+ and the Youth Employment Initiative. Further major top-ups to the
Commission’s 2019 draft budget that MEPs want to push through during upcoming negotiations
with the Council concern research and infrastructure programmes and those tackling migration.
 
A more detailed account on the figures can be found in this recent press release.
 
Members of the Budgets Committee on Tuesday voted on a motion for a resolution by co-
rapporteurs Daniele Viotti (S&D, IT) and Paul Rübig (EPP, AT) concerning the EU draft budget
2019,  almost  two weeks after  the corresponding vote  on the figures.  The resolution was
adopted by 27 votes to  5,  with  2  abstentions.
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• MEPs boosted funds for Erasmus+, tackling youth unemployment and migration, research,
infrastructure investments and climate protection

• Resolution complements the recent vote on figures and completes MEPs’ position on next
year’s EU budget

• Plenary to confirm position on 24 October, negotiations with Council to start in November
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/BUDG/DT/2018/09-13/1161363EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180924IPR14224/eu-budget-2019-meps-increase-funding-on-youth-migration-and-research
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180924IPR14224/eu-budget-2019-meps-increase-funding-on-youth-migration-and-research


Parliament as a whole will vote on Wednesday, 24 October on a proposed budget amounting to
€166.3  billion  in  commitments,  which  is  €721  million  more  than  the  original  European
Commission  proposal,  and  €149.3  billion  in  payments  (including  special  instruments).
 
The plenary vote will kick off three weeks of “conciliation” talks with the Council, with the aim of
reaching a deal between the two institutions in time for next year's budget to be voted on by
Parliament and signed by its President on 29 November.
 
In the chair: Mr Jean Arthuis (ALDE, FR)
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Further information
Steps of the procedure
Committee on Budgets
Rapporteur, Daniele Viotti (S&D, IT)
Rapporteur, Paul Rübig (EPP, AT)
Draft budgetary resolution 2019 (consolidated version available soon)
Press release: “EU Budget 2019: MEPs increase funding on youth, migration and research”
(26.09.2018)
Documents on the budget 2019 (Parliament’s website)
Documents on the budget 2019 (Commission’s website)
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http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3870_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-3870_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/mff/flexibility/index_en.cfm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/2046(BUD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124791.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/2278.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&mode=XML&language=EN&reference=PE626.971
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180924IPR14224/eu-budget-2019-meps-increase-funding-on-youth-migration-and-research
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/budg/2019-procedure.html?tab=Documents
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/biblio/documents/2019/2019_en.cfm
https://twitter.com/EP_Budgets

