
 

Plenary highlights: single-use plastics, water
quality, border management, antibiotics
 
Improving drinking water quality, limiting the use of antibiotics on farm animals and a
ban on plastic straws and cutlery were among the highlights of this week’s plenary
session.
 
To tackle marine littering, single-use plastic items such as cutlery, plates and straws will be
banned in the EU by 2021. Check out our interview with MEP Frédérique Ries to learn more
about Wednesday’s vote.
 
On Tuesday, Parliament backed new rules to improve the quality of drinking water and promote
drinking tap water.
 
An update of the Schengen Information System was approved by MEPs on Wednesday. The
upgraded system will contribute to the EU’s fight against terrorism, cross-border crime and
irregular migration.
 
On Thursday MEPs voted in favour of setting stricter limits on the use of antibiotics on farm
animals to fight against antimicrobial resistance and keep drug-resistant bacteria out of our
food.
 
Also on Thursday, MEPs called on Facebook to allow EU authorities to run a thorough
investigation in order to ensure that users’ personal data are respected. The measures are a
follow-up to the Cambridge Analytica scandal.
 
EU countries will need to change from time-based road charges to distance-based charges in
order to guarantee road users are treated equally and to reach CO2 emission reduction targets
in the transport sector, according to new rules approved by MEPs on Thursday.
 
MEPs strongly condemned the torture and killing of Saudi Arabian journalist Jamal Khashoggi
and called on those responsible to be brought to justice, in a resolution adopted on Thursday.
 
On Wednesday, Parliament reversed cuts proposed by the Council to the draft EU budget for
2019. MEPs want to boost funding for the Erasmus+ programme, as well as additional
resources for dealing with migration and promoting innovation.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20181005STO15110/plastic-in-the-ocean-the-facts-effects-and-new-eu-rules
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/videos/2199923420286031/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAVBvk_bL3QUU-Eqnmp3cn2UvJvLyjk03FaPxB7gHL93HbbcuLmpW53qESJi0KO4L6ScU-HiEIQCss1YIlAxZURlsGL0_FLSroYBHHat5ui4xHfL4XfFfjmbueZjgylWK1BLaQo-9EUwzs1eFVhpZ5w9MGRyIeNDXoUbll6anXXSCcfIwYsrZmZb6M2Q_Pr53HYS9-f7AvIWPZcszyxCnNHpnBnaivoAC-RlbA&__tn__=-R
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16524/plastic-oceans-meps-back-eu-ban-on-throwaway-plastics-by-2021
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16523/drinking-water-new-plans-to-improve-tap-water-quality-and-cut-plastic-litter
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20181011STO15887/drinking-water-in-the-eu-better-quality-and-access
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-borders/20181011STO15882/security-improving-the-schengen-information-system
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-borders
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16526/meps-back-plans-to-halt-spread-of-drug-resistance-from-animals-to-humans
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16526/meps-back-plans-to-halt-spread-of-drug-resistance-from-animals-to-humans
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20181018STO16580/veterinary-medicines-fighting-antibiotic-resistance
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16525/facebook-cambridge-analytica-meps-demand-action-to-protect-citizens-privacy
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20181005STO15108/claude-moraes-we-have-to-look-at-how-social-platforms-are-used-for-campaigns
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16551/reform-of-road-use-charges-to-spur-cleaner-transport-and-ensure-fairness
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16536/meps-demand-end-to-eu-arms-exports-to-saudi-arabia
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16529/eu-budget-2019-focus-on-the-young-on-migration-and-innovation


Members criticised the lack of progress made by EU leaders at last week’s Council summit on
migration, internal security and Brexit, while on Tuesday Romanian President Klaus Iohannis
called for “unity, cohesion, solidarity and for one common European voice” in a debate on the
future of Europe.
 
 
Oleg Sentsov was announced as this year's Sakharov Prize laureate, following a decision by
Parliament President Antonio Tajani and the political group leaders on 25 October. The prize
will be awarded on 12 December
 
More about the plenary session
Plenary press releases
Photo gallery on Flickr
Videos of the plenary session
Multimedia centre
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Video
https://www.multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/from-plastics-to-the-sakharov-prize-5-numbers-from-strasbourg_N01-PUB-
181026-5NUM_ev
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16531/meps-debate-the-lack-of-results-of-eu-october-summit
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16528/klaus-iohannis-unity-must-be-our-watchword-for-the-future-of-europe
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181018IPR16528/klaus-iohannis-unity-must-be-our-watchword-for-the-future-of-europe
http://www.futureofeuropedebates.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20181018STO16585/sakharov-prize-2018-goes-to-oleg-sentsov
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2018
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/plenary
https://www.flickr.com/photos/european_parliament/albums/72157699499523112
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/home
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament
https://plus.google.com/+europeanparliament/posts
https://www.instagram.com/europeanparliament/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/european-parliament?trk=cp_followed_name_european-parliament
http://www.reddit.com/r/europeanparliament
https://twitter.com/Europarl_en
http://www.epnewshub.eu/#/template=newslist
http://epnetwork.tumblr.com/

