
 

Humanitarian visas: "A right to be heard without
risking your life"
 
To allow asylum seekers to reach Europe without putting their lives at risk, Parliament is
currently considering a proposal for a new EU humanitarian visa system.
 
The proposal, approved by MEPs on 11 December 2018; calls on the European Commission to
table legislation allowing those seeking international protection to apply for a visa at an EU
embassy or consulate. 
 
 
Learn more about the legislative initiative in our interview with report author Juan Fernando
López Aguilar, a Spanish member of the S&D group. 
 
 
Can you outline your proposals on establishing a European humanitarian visa?
 
More than 90% of those who claim asylum in Europe have arrived via irregular means and we
have to wonder why. Because they were not given any legal pathway to make it to the EU. Our
proposals mean you would have a right to be heard, without risking your life and exposing
yourself and your loved ones to the illicit trafficking of human beings.
 
You would be given a territorially limited permit to enter a certain EU member state to ask for
asylum. You could do it in a European consulate or embassy, or at an EU delegation abroad.
This would be a solution for those who currently have no other choice than to expose
themselves to illicit trafficking. Remember at least 30,000 people have lost their lives in the
Mediterranean in the last few years.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=COMPARL&mode=XML&language=EN&reference=PE630.712
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96812/JUAN+FERNANDO_LOPEZ+AGUILAR/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96812/JUAN+FERNANDO_LOPEZ+AGUILAR/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/150782/eprs-study-humanitarian-visas.pdf


Who would be granted these visas?
 
There are a whole array of cases, for example a family belonging to a religious community
subject to persecution or systemic violence. That is the case for Christians in Syria and Iraq, or
non-Muslims in Afghanistan, also LGBT people in most Muslim countries, or ethnic communities
whose safety is at stake.
 
If approved by Parliament, what is the next step?
 
As it is an own-initiative report, we are not talking about a binding law in one single shot. It is a
call for the Commission to submit legislation to deal with this matter.
 
Recent surveys show immigration remains a concern for Europeans. What other
proposals does Parliament have on the table?
 
The first thing is to separate facts from perceptions. There is a widely held perception that
migration is out of control, an aggressive invasion of the EU, a Trojan horse. There is no
empirical evidence to support this view; it is a fact that the number of arrivals has been declining
dramatically.
 
We have a mandate to act in solidarity and share responsibility by means of a common
European asylum system. Yet the Council is the missing link in the EU decision-making
process.
 
This Parliament has done its best to deliver legislation including the review of the so-called
Dublin regulation, which results in an extremely unfair allocation of responsibilities.
 
We need a common European system to handle asylum claims and not to overburden those
countries facing the Mediterranean.
 

2,160
Refugees and migrants are thought to have died in the Mediterranean
in 2018 (period to 11 December)
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https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getLastRules.do?language=EN&reference=RULE-052
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20170627STO78418/improving-the-common-european-asylum-system
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20170627STO78418/improving-the-common-european-asylum-system
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20180615STO05927/eu-asylum-reform-parliament-s-stance-on-dublin-regulation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/refugees/20180615STO05927/eu-asylum-reform-parliament-s-stance-on-dublin-regulation


Find out more
What are humanitarian visas?
Procedure file
Check the progress on the legislative proposal
Eurobarometer survey (September 2018)
Press release on the plenary vote (11 December 2018)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/628308/EPRS_ATA(2018)628308_EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2018/2271(INL)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-towards-a-new-policy-on-migration/file-humanitarian-visas-%E2%80%93-amendment-of-the-eu-visa-code
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181016IPR16213/brexit-effect-public-opinion-survey-shows-that-eu-is-more-appreciated-than-ever
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20181205IPR20933/humanitarian-visas-to-avoid-deaths-and-improve-management-of-refugee-flows


Juan Fernando López Aguilar
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