
 

Ukrainian film director Oleg Sentsov awarded the
2018 Sakharov Prize
 
The 2018 Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought was awarded to Ukrainian filmmaker
and writer Oleg Sentsov in Strasbourg on Wednesday.
 
Mr Sentsov  was  not  in  the  Parliament  to  collect  the  award  in  person  on  Wednesday  12
December because he remains in prison in Siberia, serving a 20-year sentence for “plotting acts
of terrorism” against the Russian “de facto” rule in Crimea.
 
His cousin, Natalya Kaplan and lawyer, Dmitriy Dinze represented him during the ceremony in
Strasbourg.
 
Awarding the prize, Parliament’S President Antonio Tajani said, “Oleg Sentsov was nominated
for his peaceful protest against the illegal occupation of his native Crimea; also for his courage,
determination and his convictions in support of human dignity, democracy, the rule of law and
human rights. These are the values on which our European Union is built, even more so after
the terrible attack yesterday; values that this Parliament cherishes, upholds and promotes”.
 
“Sentsov’s hunger strike and courageous public stance made him a symbol of the struggle for
the release of political prisoners held in Russia and around the world,” he added. Noting that the
award comes against a backdrop of serious tensions between Russia and Ukraine, Tajani called
for a de-escalation of the situation and reiterated support for the territorial integrity of Ukraine.
 
He called for the immediate and unconditional release of Sentsov and all other illegally detained
Ukrainian citizens in Russia and the Crimean Peninsula, as well as other imprisoned laureates:
“The Sakharov Prize is not only an award. It is a commitment. And we keep standing by our
laureates.”
 
Accepting the award, Natalya Kaplan described in a very vivid way his early life, his actions
during the annexation of Crimea and the tortures and beating he went through when he was
arrested and condemned for crimes he did not commit. “Oleg is a person who cannot give up
and just sit quietly. He is a fighter by nature.”
 
Speaking of his hunger strike for the release of all Ukrainian political prisoners, she said, “during
his 145-day hunger strike, not a single political prisoner was released; but this doesn’t mean he
lost. Thanks to his act, the whole world spoke about Russian repression. This is a victory”.
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She concluded by reading a message from Oleg himself, which began: “I can’t be present in this
room, but you can hear my words. Even if someone else is saying them, words are a person’s
main tool and often his only tool, especially when everything else has been taken from him”.
 
President Tajani also welcomed the parents of 2018 Sakharov Prize finalist Nasser Zefzafi, who
is in prison, and representatives of the 11 NGOs saving lives in the Mediterranean Sea who
were also finalists.
 
Commenting on 30 years of the Sakharov prize, he said: “[It] has supported individuals and
organisations around the world who are fully committed to fight for social justice, often at great
personal risk.”
 
“Five Sakharov laureates were subsequently  awarded the Nobel  Peace Prize”  he added,
including Dr Denis Mukwege and Nadia Murad, who received the 2018 Nobel Peace Prize.
 
Background
 
On 25 October, Parliament President Antonio Tajani announced that the 2018 Sakharov Prize
for Freedom of Thought would be awarded to Oleg Sentsov.
 
Further information
Facebook live with Natalya Kaplan and Dmitriy Dinze on Wednesday 12 December at 16.00
CET
Sakharov Prize website
Articles on this year's award
Photos of the ceremony
EP Multimedia Centre
Biography - Oleg Sentsov
Parliament urges Russian authorities to release Oleg Sentsov and all other illegally detained
Ukrainian citizens in Russia and on the Crimean peninsula (14 June 2018)

Parliament calls on Russia to release all detained Ukrainian citizens (16 March 2017)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2018/20181005STO15106/sakharov-prize-2018-the-finalists
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2018/20181018STO16585/sakharov-prize-2018-goes-to-oleg-sentsov
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/
https://www.facebook.com/europeanparliament/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home/how-it-works.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/sakharov-2018
https://www.flickr.com/photos/european_parliament/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/sakharov-prize-2018_8901_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sakharovprize/en/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0259+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0259+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0259+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2018-0259+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2017-0087+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN


Contacts 
 
 
Viktor ALMQVIST
Press Officer

(+32) 228 31834 (BXL)
(+33) 3881 72420 (STR)
(+32) 470 88 29 42
@EP_HumanRights
@EP_ForeignAff
viktor.almqvist@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://twitter.com/EP_HumanRights
https://twitter.com/EP_ForeignAff

