
 

Trade Committee advocates lower tariffs in
Western Sahara
 

A proposal to lower tariffs in the territory of Western Sahara to the same level as
Morocco, was backed by the International Trade Committee on Monday.
 
The proposal was adopted by 25 votes to 9 with 2 abstentions after the European Commission
and Morocco agreed on a traceability mechanism, upon the request of the Trade Committee.
 
This mechanism guarantees that products coming from the Western Sahara can be clearly
tracked, to make sure the benefits of the lower tariffs go to the local population and that they are
measurable, a key condition to MEPs’ backing.
 
In  the  accompanying resolution,  adopted by  24 votes  to  9  with  3  abstentions,  the  MEPs
emphasised that “the [local] Sahrawi people have the right to develop while awaiting a political
solution” on the status of the area of Western Sahara. Preferential  trade tariffs granted to
Morocco were withdrawn from the territory following a 2016 decision of the EU Court of Justice.
 
MEPs also point out that the tariff preferences enjoyed by the territory between 2013 and 2016
had a positive impact on the agricultural and fisheries sector, investment in infrastructure, health
and education. The non-application of the preferences, in turn, would have “adverse effects”,
they say.
 
Next steps
 
The recommendation for consent has now been submitted to Plenary. Should Plenary endorse
the Trade Committee recommendation, the Council will conclude the agreement, which will then
enter into force.
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The EU and its member states do not recognise the sovereignty of Morocco over the territory of
Western Sahara, the legal status of which has been under review by the United Nations since
1988.  The  EU  fully  supports  the  UN’s  ongoing  efforts  to  secure  a  lasting  and  mutually
acceptable solution to the conflict, in what is defined by the UN as a non self-governing territory.
 
The European Commission liberalised trade with Morocco in 2013, but the decision ended up in
court,  as it  covered the disputed territory of  Western Sahara.  The Court  of  Justice of  the
European Union ruled in December 2016 that no trade agreement could cover Western Sahara
unless the representatives of the territory had consented to it and if the territory was explicitly
mentioned in the text of the agreement.
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https://curia.europa.eu/jcms/upload/docs/application/pdf/2016-12/cp160146en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/INTA/PR/2018/12-10/1164370EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/INTA/PR/2018/12-10/1162601EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/extending-eu-morocco-trade-agreement-vote_I165139-V_v
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96945/MARIETJE_SCHAAKE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96945/MARIETJE_SCHAAKE/home
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/news_corner/news/commission-adopts-proposals-amending-association-agreement-kingdom-morocco-grant_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0256(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html
https://twitter.com/EP_Trade

