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Imported and EU fisheries products should be
treated equally
 

Fairer competition within the common market for fish produce 
Boosting higher quality standards also in non-EU countries 
Proposing a label that clearly indicates EU’s fishery products
 

All imported fisheries products should meet the high standards imposed by EU law,
MEPs stress in a non-binding resolution adopted on Wednesday.
 
The EU Commission needs to ensure that fisheries and aquaculture products from non-EU
countries comply with EU conservation, management standards and hygiene requirements by
implementing control  measures more efficiently,  say MEPs in a non-legislative resolution
adopted by 590 votes to 52 with 41 abstentions.
 
 
 
They also call on the EU Commission and the member states to intensify their efforts to ensure
that existing EU legislation is more consistently implemented and applied at all stages of the
supply chain.
 
 
 
Furthermore, MEPs urges the Commission to examine the possibility of creating a label to
identify the EUs fishery products.
 
 
 
Equal competition 
 
 
 
Extending control measures to imported fisheries products would promote fairer competition and
avoid a discriminatory market that could adversely affect EU fisheries, say MEPs.
 
 
 
They suggest increasing and improving checks on fisheries and aquaculture products, to ensure
that all products marketed in Europe comply with the same conservation and management
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measures.
 
 
 
Non-EU countries
 
 
 
This equal treatment would also help non-EU countries to meet high standards so that marine
resources can be exploited sustainably, by respecting the requirements and conditions that
apply to EU production, says the text.
 
 
 
It also calls on the EU Commission to ensure close coordination between the Union’s trade and
fisheries policies, including during the negotiation of trade agreements with non-EU countries
involving fisheries matters.
 
 
 
Quote
 
 
 
The rapporteur Linnéa Engström (Greens/EFA, SV) said: “We are highly dependent on imported
fishery products and this has an impact on trade policy within the EU. There’s no point in
competing on low prices for EU catches; it would be bad for fishermen in the EU. Instead, we
must apply the same high standards required under EU law to imported fish. Since there are
many species overfished or fished right to the limit in non-EU countries, we also demand action
against illegal fisheries, to ensure that only sustainable fishery products come in to the EU.”
 
 
 
Background
 
 
 
The EU is the world’s largest market for fisheries and aquaculture, absorbing 24% of total global
imports in 2016. EU member states depend on imports for over 60% of their total consumption.
 
Further information
Adopted text will soon be available here (30.05.2018)
Recording of the debate (28.05.2018)
Profile of rapporteur Linnéa Engström (Greens/EFA, SV)
Procedure file
Free photos, video and audio material
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/128588/LINNEA_ENGSTROM_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date?legislature=8&start-date=01-07-2014&end-date=20-10-2017
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/128588/mep_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2129(INI)&l=en
http://audiovisual.europarl.europa.eu/default.aspx


Contacts 
 
 
Kristina-Antigoni ELEFTERIE
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32798 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 498 98 32 83
@EP_Fisheries
fish-press@europarl.europa.eu

Gerardo FORTUNA
Press

(+32) 2 28 43442 (BXL)
gerardo.fortuna@europarl.europa.eu

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://twitter.com/EP_Fisheries

