
 

Superbugs: how MEPs plan  to fight  resistance to
antibiotics (video)
 

Every year 25,000 people die  in the EU from infections caused by superbugs. With
resistance to antibiotics growing, find out how MEPs plan to fight it.
 
About 700,000 people die worldwide every year due to resistance to antibiotics and it is feared
that by 2050 this resistance may cause more deaths than cancer. Not only bacteria can be
resistant to drugs used to fight infections, but also other microbes, such as parasites, viruses
and fungi.
 
 
What causes resistance to antibiotics?
 
 
Resistance to antimicrobials occurs naturally over time, but is accelerated by the misuse and
over-use of antibiotics in human medicine and animal treatment, the transfer of resistant
bacteria from animals to humans through direct contact or via the food chain, the release of
antimicrobial substances into the environment, the improper disposal of unused medication into
groundwater and the lack of development of new antibiotics.
 
 
Since 1999 the EU has invested more than €1.3 billion in research on this issue, but as
antimicrobial resistance continues to increase, MEPs are calling for efforts to be intensified.
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Video
https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/society/fighting-drug-resistant-infections
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https://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/programme/society/fighting-drug-resistant-infections


What are MEPs proposing?
 
 
Austrian S&D member Karin Kadenbach has written an own-initiative report on the new
European One Health Action Plan against Antimicrobial Resistance. It was approved by MEPs
on 13 September 2018.
 
 
The report stresses the need to take into account that the environment and people's and
animals' health are interlinked and that diseases can be transmitted between different species.
It also highlights the importance of the correct and prudent use of antimicrobials, call for illegal
sales to be tackled as well as for restrictions on the sale of antibiotics by health professionals.
 
 
As the discovery and development of antibiotics has slowed over the past 20 years, investment
in new substances should be stimulated. Rapid diagnostic tests that can determine if the cause
of an infection is viral or bacterial should be made cheaper. In addition good hygiene should be
promote and more awareness should be raised about the risk of over-prescription and self-
mediation. According to a survey from 2016, 44% of European are unaware that antibiotics are
ineffective against a cold or a flu.
 
 
Veterinary medicinal products
 
 
There are new EU rules
 
 to reduce the use of antibiotics in farming. Under the rules, the preventive and collective use of
antimicrobials in animal husbandry will be limited, while imported food products will have to be
in line with EU standards on the use of antibiotics.
 
Read our overview explaining how the EU improves public health
 
.
 

What are antimicrobials?
• Antimicrobials are active substances of synthetic or natural origin which kill or inhibit the
growth of micro-organisms

• They include antibiotics, antivirals, antifungals and antiprotozoals

Find out more
Press release (20 June 2018)
Analysis: stronger bacteria, weaker antimicrobials
Report on the bacterial challenge
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/KARIN_KADENBACH_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2017/2254(INI)&l=en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/amr/antimicrobial-resistance_en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180906IPR12111/superbugs-meps-advocate-further-measures-to-curb-use-of-antibiotics
https://ec.europa.eu/health/amr/sites/amr/files/eb445_amr_generalreport_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy/20181018STO16580/veterinary-medicines-fighting-antibiotic-resistance
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/eu-health-policy/20190705STO56307/improving-public-health-eu-measures-explained
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20180620IPR06249/superbugs-meps-advocate-further-measures-to-curb-use-of-antimicrobials
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2018/614204/IPOL_IDA(2018)614204_EN.pdf
https://ecdc.europa.eu/sites/portal/files/media/en/publications/Publications/0909_TER_The_Bacterial_Challenge_Time_to_React.pdf

