
 

Terrorism: stricter EU rules to prevent home-made
bombs
 

It will be harder for terrorists to get  hold of the ingredients needed to build  home-made
explosives under new rules adopted by MEPs.
 
The EU has taken several measures to prevent terrorist attacks and is now updating rules
regarding chemicals that can be used to create home-made bombs. These rules were approved
by MEPs on 16 April.
 
Home-made bombs
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism/20180316STO99922/how-to-stop-terrorism-eu-measures-explained-infographic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190410IPR37555/tackling-terrorism-meps-approve-tighter-rules-on-homemade-explosives
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190410IPR37555/tackling-terrorism-meps-approve-tighter-rules-on-homemade-explosives


Home-made explosives have been used in the vast majority of terrorist attacks in the EU,
including those in Paris in 2015, Brussels in 2016 as well as Manchester and Parsons Green in
2017. The chemicals to produce them, known as explosives precursors, can be found in a
number of products, including detergents, fertilisers, special fuels, lubricants and water-
treatment chemicals.
 
The EU is strengthening rules regulating who and how these substances can be purchased as
part of the package of measures against terrorism and criminality. However, as these chemicals
also have legitimate uses, it is this important to ensure that people such as farmers, miners and
firework manufacturers can still use them.
 
Current rules date from 2013 and restrict sales of substances such as hydrogen peroxide and
nitric acid. The rules have helped to decrease the availability of explosive precursors but have
several weaknesses.
 
“Recent terrorist attacks have shown that no EU country can tackle terrorism unilaterally and I
see it as a priority to regulate the availability of explosive substances at the Union level,” said
Latvian S&D member Andrejs Mamikins, who is the MEP responsible for steering the legislation
through the Parliament.
 
What will change? 
 
Currently licencing and registration systems differ considerably between EU countries. The new
regulation will set up common EU rules for the issue of licenses for those with legitimate
interests. They will subjected to a thorough security screening, including a criminal record
check.
 
The new rules should introduce a clear definition of the “general public”, who will not be able to
buy these chemicals, and “professional users” who need them for their work.
 
As terrorists come up with new ways to create explisives, employing ingredients not covered by
current rules, the  European Commission is proposing to add new chemicals to the list of
restricted substances, such as sulphuric acid.
 
The new rules will apply to both online and offline sales.
 
“It is particularly important to make sure that online platforms comply with the obligations under
this regulation and guarantee that chemical substances that can be used for bomb-making are
restricted,” said Mamikins.
 
Next steps
 
The text still needs to be formally approved by the Council before it can enter into force. The
new rules will apply 18 months after their publication.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/priorities/terrorism/20180703STO07125/terrorism-in-the-eu-terror-attacks-deaths-and-arrests
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124746/ANDREJS_MAMIKINS/home


Find out more
Legislative file
Parliament amendments
Check progress on the legislative proposals
Briefing: revision of the legislation
Briefing: implementation
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0103(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-8-2018-0473_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-area-of-justice-and-fundamental-rights/file-marketing-and-use-of-explosive-precursors
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/621839/EPRS_BRI(2018)621839_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/621809/EPRS_BRI(2018)621809_EN.pdf

