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Could switching between summer and winter time
end in 2021?
 

2021 could be the last year with a seasonal change of time in the EU 
Member states will keep their right to decide on their time zone
 

Proposals to end biannual clock changes from 2021 were backed by the Transport and
Tourism Committee on Monday.
 
The Transport Committee proposes that the clock change on the last Sunday in March 2021
should be the last one for EU countries that decide to permanently keep their summer time.
Member states that prefer to keep their standard time, also known as ‘winter time’, could change
the clocks for the last time on the last Sunday in October 2021.
 
The draft report backed, by 23 votes in favour to 11 against, a Commission proposal to end
seasonal change of time, but postponed the start date from 2019 to 2021. This would not modify
EU countries’ right to decide on their standard time.
 
Protecting the single market
 
Transport Committee MEPs also want EU countries to coordinate any changes they make with
each other. The Commission should assess a member state’s decision to change its standard
time to ensure that the application of summer time in some countries and winter time in others
does not disrupt the functioning of the internal market.
 
If  the Commission determines that the foreseen time arrangements could significantly and
permanently hamper the proper functioning of the single market, it may submit a proposal to
postpone the date of application of the directive by a maximum of 12 months and submit a new
legislative proposal.
 
Next steps
 
The text, once approved by the full Parliament, will form the MEPs’ position for negotiations with
the Council of Ministers.
 
Background
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Referring to scientific studies indicating negative effects on human health and a number of
concerns expressed by citizens’ initiatives, in a February 2018 resolution the Parliament called
on  the  Commission  to  conduct  a  “thorough  assessment  of  the  current  summer-time
arrangements  directive  and,  if  necessary,  come  up  with  a  proposal  for  its  revision”.
 
In response, the Commission organised a public consultation in the summer of 2018, which
received 4.6 million responses, of which 84% were in favour of discontinuing the biannual clock
changes, while 16% wanted to keep them. On 12 September 2018, the European Commission
tabled a proposal for discontinuing seasonal changes of time.
 
The EU first unified the summer-time arrangements in 1980, in order to ensure a harmonised
approach to  time switching within  the single  market,  as  until  then,  national  summer time
practices and schedules were diverging. The current summer time arrangements directive
requires EU countries to switch to summer time on the last Sunday of March and back to
standard time on the last Sunday of October.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P8-TA-2018-0043
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-5709_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96672.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2018/0332(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/630308/EPRS_BRI(2018)630308_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/630308/EPRS_BRI(2018)630308_EN.pdf
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/seasonal-time-change_11115_pk
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/tran/home.html
https://twitter.com/EP_Transport
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