
 

Plenary highlights: Brexit,  countering
propaganda, cyber security
 

This week’s plenary session saw MEPs approve contingency measures in case of a no-
deal Brexit,  back new rules to improve accessibility and pass a new cyber security act.
 
Following the UK House of Commons' rejection of the Brexit deal, MEPs urged Westminster to
clarify what it wants. Parliament also approved urgency measures to limit the negative impact of
a no-deal Brexit.
 
Key products and services such as ticketing machines, smartphones and ATMs will become
more accessible for people with disabilities and the elderly after Parliament greenlighted the
European accessibility act.
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Video
https://www.multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/from-brexit-contingency-plans-to-climate-action-5-numbers-from-strasbourg_N01-
PUB-190315-FNUM_ev
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30738/uk-must-make-clear-what-it-wants-meps-say-in-brexit-debate
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30739/meps-vote-to-limit-negative-impact-of-no-deal-brexit-on-citizens
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20190227STO28989/accessibility-making-products-and-services-in-the-eu-easier-to-use
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30749/more-accessible-products-and-services-for-disabled-and-elderly-people


MEPs also backed new rules to make it easier for people to successfully submit a Citizens’
Initiative.
 
Ahead of the European elections on 23-26 May, Parliament approved rules to penalise
European political parties whose members infringe data protection rules to influence the
outcome of elections. MEPs also called for the EU to respond more robustly to hostile
propaganda. (Find out more in our interview with defence committee chair Anna Fotyga.)
 
To ensure a better EU response to security and migratory challenges, on Wednesday MEPs
approved a reform of the EU’s visa information system.
 
“It is obvious that isolationism, protectionism and nationalism are not a solution,” said Slovak
Prime Minister Peter Pellegrini in Parliament on Tuesday. He was the 18th EU leader to address
MEPs on the future of Europe.  
 
On Tuesday, Parliament also approved a new EU directive to better protect farmers and small
food businesses against unfair trading practices by large operators ,such as supermarket
chains.
 

Video
https://www.multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/european-accessibility-act-better-access-for-the-disabled_N01-PUB-190304-
ACCE_ev

Video
https://www.multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/protecting-food-producers-against-unfair-trading-practices_N01-PUB-190306-
FOOD_ev
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30743/parliament-makes-it-easier-to-organise-a-european-citizens-initiative
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30743/parliament-makes-it-easier-to-organise-a-european-citizens-initiative
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20181122STO19860/all-you-need-to-know-about-the-2019-european-elections
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20190227STO28983/european-elections-abuse-of-data-to-be-penalised
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30695/eu-prepares-itself-to-fight-back-against-hostile-propaganda
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/eu-affairs/20190130STO24604/propaganda-the-weapons-used-against-us-are-continuously-evolving
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30744/upgraded-eu-visa-information-database-to-increase-security-at-external-borders
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30741/slovak-prime-minister-calls-for-a-long-term-eu-vision-that-citizens-can-trust
http://www.futureofeuropedebates.eu/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20190307STO30717/protecting-farmers-and-small-firms-from-unfair-trading-practices
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30742/from-farms-to-supermarkets-meps-approve-new-eu-rules-against-unfair-trading


MEPs also adopted the EU cybersecurity act, which establishes the first EU-wide cybersecurity
certification scheme. (Find out more in our infographic.)
 
On Tuesday, Parliament approved the priorities for the European Solidarity Corps' programme
for 2021-2027.
 
On the same day, MEPs agreed that the EU should remain open to imposing further sanctions if
Russia continues to violate international law.
 
 
On Thursday, Parliament expressed its concern that EU national governments have scuppered
the European Commission’s plan to add countries to the EU money-laundering blacklist.
 
More about the plenary session
Plenary press releases
Photo gallery on Flickr
Videos of the plenary session
Multimedia centre
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30694/meps-adopt-cybersecurity-act-and-want-eu-to-counter-it-threat-from-china
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/security/20190307STO30713/meps-work-to-boost-europe-s-cyber-security-infographic
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30760/parliament-expands-scope-of-the-eu-solidarity-corps-programme
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/society/20180703STO07134/european-solidarity-corps-opportunities-for-young-people
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30737/russia-can-no-longer-be-considered-a-strategic-partner-say-meps
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/world/20190227STO28990/kalniete-russia-can-no-longer-be-considered-the-eu-s-strategic-partner
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20190307IPR30753/parliament-criticises-council-s-rejection-of-money-laundering-blacklist
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/plenary
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