
Pr
es

s 
re

le
as

e

EN Press Service
Directorate for the Media
Director - Spokesperson : Jaume DUCH GUILLOT
Reference No:20150323IPR36441
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

 

2015 Expo in Milan: EU must do more in terms
of global food security, MEPs say
[24-03-2015 - 22:21]

 
The EU should use the 2015 Expo in Milan as leverage to encourage more efficient
and sustainable agronomic practices, to increase transparency and fairness in the
supply chain, to fight food waste and malnutrition, with the ultimate aim to increase
global  food  security,  says  the  draft  resolution  adopted  on  Tuesday  by  the
Agriculture committee. MEPs also want member states to better promote healthy
lifestyles and designate 2016 as the European Year against Food Waste. 
 
"Expo Milan represents an incredible occasion to discuss the global issue of food security
on an international scale, especially at a time when matters such as food waste and
sustainability of agricultural production processes become an increasingly urgent concern.
With this in mind, the resolution calls on the Commission and all EU member states to use
this opportunity and get involved, together with the European Parliament, in solving these
global challenges", says Paolo De Castro (S&D, IT), the rapporteur of the draft resolution,
which was adopted in the committee by 31 votes in favour to nine against.
 
Call for genuine food security for everyone
 
Even though the right to food is a basic human right, areas of food insecurity still exist in
the EU, where 79 million people live below the poverty line, MEPs say. At the same time,
the global population growth from 7 to 9.1 billion will  put additional pressure on food
security -  it  will  require a 70% increase in the food supply by 2050, according to the
estimated done by the UN's Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), says the draft
resolution.
 
To meet the food security challenges, a strong and sustainable agricultural sector and
thriving rural environment, ensured by a strong and fairer EU's farm policy, are vital, the
Agriculture committee stressed. MEPs called on the Commission to encourage more
efficient agronomic practices, more sustainable agriculture resource management, and to
increase transparency and fairness in the food supply chain. EU should also promote
rational  use  of  scarce  resources  and  invest  more  in  the  research  on  sustainable
intensification  to  increase yields  while  reducing  the  environmental  impact,  says  the
resolution.
 
Members  of  the  committee  also  expressed  concerns  over  the  phenomenon of  land
grabbing and its impact on the food security in developing countries and decided to initiate
a plenary debate to this end. It will be based on an oral question asking the EU's executive
arm what messages it intends to convey in Milan and what actions it wants to take to
address the contradiction between growing demand for food and land grabbing, notably in
Africa.
 
More actions to fight food waste
 
According to Commission's estimates, around 30% of food worldwide is lost or wasted.
The annual food waste in the EU, currently at around 89 million tonnes - or 179 kg per
capita, will rise by 2020, according to the same estimates, to approximately 126 million
tonnes, which represents a 40% increase, unless preventive actions or measures are
taken, the draft resolution points out.
 
The Agriculture committee therefore called on the Commission to encourage member
states to take actions against food wastage at every level of the food supply chain - from
field to fork - and set ambitious, clearly defined and binding targets to this end. To raise
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more awareness, MEPs want to focus on educational campaigns, designate year 2016 as
the European Year against Food Waste and better promote healthy food, balanced diets
and healthy lifestyles.
 
Next steps
 
The draft resolution will now be considered by the full Parliament during the April plenary
session in Strasbourg. The plenary vote, scheduled for 30 April - just a day before the
official opening of the 2015 Expo in Milan, will be preceded with a debate linked to the oral
question to the Commission on the Expo and issues related to the global food security.
 
Procedure: Non-legislative resolution
 
 
 
Tuesday, 24 March 2015
 
In the chair: Czesław Adam Siekierski (EPP, PL)
 
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
 
This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the
European Parliament.  It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive
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Further information
• Profile of rapporteur Paolo De Castro (S&D, IT): http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96891.html
• Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/agri/home.html
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