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During the same period the average delay for launching a clinical trial almost doubled to 152 days.•    

The number of clinical trial requests submitted per year fell by 25% from 2007 to 2011 in the EU, Iceland,
Norway and Lichtenstein

•    

Clinical trials are medical tests on humans to discover or verify the clinical, pharmacological or other
pharmacodynamic effects of medical products or to identify any adverse reactions 

•    

Clinical trials

They are experts and patients looking at whether a clinical trial should take place. So we
made sure that the ethics committees were in the legislation, where they were silent
before.

In your report you call for the involvement of ethics committees. What are they and
why are they important?

Because there is less bureaucracy! We have also introduced an indemnity scheme so
academics won't have huge insurance costs to pay when conducting trials. But the biggest
step forward, I think, is in transparency. All trials, successful or not, will have to be
published and commercial trials will have to produce the clinical studies reports once the
medicine has been authorised.

How will the new measures make the trials cheaper and more efficient?

Because they were really complicated and cumbersome and it meant that trials were
expensive to run and took a long time. We have made it much easier, much simpler and
quicker.

Clinical trials in EU are already regulated by a directive from 2001. Why do we need
new rules?

Clinical trials are set to become better, faster and safer under new rules approved
by the EP's public health committee on 30 May. The rules will have to be approved
by the EP during the October plenary as well as by the Council before they can
enter into force.  Glenis Willmott, who wrote the report with recommendations,
believes they will also make the trials quicker and more transparent and help to
provide better treatment. We asked Ms Willmott, a British member of the S&D group,
for details.
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New rules set to inject new life into clinical
trials
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