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COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION
TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

pursuant to the second subparagraph of Article 251 (2) of the EC Treaty

concerning the

common position of the Council with a view to adopting of a Decision concerning the
production and development of Community statistics on science and technology

1- BACKGROUND

Date of transmission of the proposal to the EP and the Council
[document COM(2001)490 final – 2001/0197(COD)]:

27 August 2001

Date of the opinion of the European Parliament, first reading: 2 July 2002

Date of transmission of the amended proposal: 7 October 2002

Date of adoption of the common position: 18 March 2003

2- OBJECTIVE OF THE COMMISSION PROPOSAL

The general objective of this Commission Proposal is to maintain and to improve the
Community statistical information system on science, technology and innovation in order to
support and monitor Community policies. To fulfil this general objective specific individual
statistical actions shall be implemented:

Firstly, to continue the production of existing Community statistics based on delivery of data
by the Member States and from other sources.

Secondly, to develop new statistical variables to be produced on a permanent basis. Priority
will be given to statistics on innovation, human resources devoted to science and technology,
patents and high-technology statistics. In addition, there is a specific need to develop in
general gender statistics on science and technology.

Thirdly, to improve and update existing standards and manuals on concepts and methods and
to improve data quality, in specific comparability and timeliness.

3- COMMENTS ON THE COMMON POSITION

3.1 General Remarks on the Common Position

The changes introduced in the amended proposal by the Common position adopted by
unanimity are mainly in the nature of technical clarifications and thus do not pose any
particular problem for the Commission.
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3.2 Action taken on the European Parliament’s first reading

The European Parliament's amendments number 1 and 4, accepted by the Commission have
been introduce in the common position

The amendment number 2, accepted by the Commission, has been slightly modified and
introduced by the Council, but in an other place in the text: co-operation with OECD and
other international organisation is now focusing on methodologies in general terms. This
represents a technical change acceptable for the Commission.

3.3 New provisions introduced by Council and the Commission’s position

The provisions introduced by Council were also largely in the nature of technical
clarifications as indicated above. More particularly, the Council stressed the quality
dimensions of the statistics to be produced, extended scopes for development of new
variables, underlined feasibility issues, updated legal basis, and welcomed the work on gender
desegregated statistics done by the Helsinki group.

3.4 Comitology questions

The initial proposal provided for the implementation of the decision by use of the
management procedure. The Common Position is however foreseeing a regulatory procedure.
In a spirit of compromise, in order not to further delay the adoption of this important decision
for science and technology Community statistics and since the relevant implementing
measures should be of general scope, the Commission can accept the procedure retained by
the Council in its Common Position.

4- CONCLUSION

The Commission can accept the Common Position.


