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Integrating and strengthening the European research area * 

European Parliament legislative resolution on the proposal for a Council decision 

amending Decision 2002/834/EC on the specific programme for research, technological 

development and demonstration: “Integrating and strengthening the European research 

area” (2002-2006) (COM(2003) 390 – C5-0349/2003 – 2003/0151(CNS)) 

 

(Consultation procedure) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(2003) 390)1, 

 

– having regard to Article 166(4) of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the Council consulted 

Parliament (C5-0349/2003), 

 

– having regard to Decision No 1513/2002/EC of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 27 June 2002 concerning the sixth framework programme of the European 

Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities, 

contributing to the creation of the European Research Area and to innovation (2002 - 

2006)2, 

 

– having regard to Council Decision 2002/834/EC of 30 September 2002 adopting a 

specific programme for research, technological development and demonstration: 

"Integrating and strengthening the European Research Area" (2002-2006)3,  

 

– having regard to Rule 67 of its Rules of Procedure, 

 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Industry, External Trade, Research and 

Energy and the opinion of the Committee on Legal Affairs and the Internal Market 

(A5-0369/2003), 

 

1. Approves the Commission proposal as amended; 

 

2. Calls on the Commission to alter its proposal accordingly, pursuant to Article 250(2) of 

the EC Treaty; 

 

3. Calls on the Council to notify Parliament if it intends to depart from the text approved by 

Parliament; 

 

4. Asks the Council to consult Parliament again if it intends to amend the Commission 

proposal substantially; 

                                                 
1  Not yet published in OJ. 
2  OJ L 232, 29.8.2002, p. 1. 
3  OJ L 294, 29.10.2002, p. 1. 



 

5. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and Commission. 

 

Text proposed by the Commission 
 

Amendments by Parliament 

 

Amendment 1 

RECITAL 4 

 

(4) There is a great diversity among Member 

States concerning the ethical acceptability of 

various research fields and this is reflected 

in the national laws in accordance with the 

principle of subsidiarity. In particular, 

regulation and legislation of research using 

human embryos and human embryonic stem 

cells is handled very differently among 

Member States. The specific programme 

already provides that national provisions 

apply and no research forbidden in any 

given Member State will be supported by 

Community funding to a legal entity 

established in that State. 

(4) There is a great diversity among Member 

States concerning the ethical acceptability of 

various research fields and this is reflected 

in the national laws in accordance with the 

principle of subsidiarity. In particular, 

regulation and legislation regarding research 

using human embryos created for the 

purpose of in vitro fertilisation and not 

used for this purpose any more (i.e. 

supernumerary embryos) and human 

embryonic stem cells is handled very 

differently among the Member States. 

Therefore this decision in no way affects 

national laws concerning embryonic stem 

cells. Nevertheless, Member States which 

allow research on human embryos and 

human embryonic stem cells with support 

from EU funding will be expected to have 

effective regulation in place. 

 

 

Amendment 2 

RECITAL 5 

 

(5) In light of the current state of 

knowledge on human embryonic stem cells, 

new human embryonic stem cell lines, 

derived from human supernumerary 

embryos, are required. 

(5) Articles 163 et seq of the Treaty 

establish Community competences with 

regard to research; these provisions state 

that the Community may complement the 

activities of the Member States with a view 

to achieving the objective of strengthening 

the scientific and technological bases of 

European industry, encouraging 

international competitiveness and 

promoting research activities.  The use of 

human embryonic stem cells for research 

purposes should be strictly limited. 



 

 

Amendment 3 

RECITAL 5a (new) 

 

 (5a) The destruction of embryos in order to 

produce human embryonic stem cell lines 

should be subject to the prior agreement of 

the parents. 

 

 

Amendment 4 

RECITAL 5b (new) 

 

 (5b) The aims of stem cell research, 

especially the alleviation and cure of 

diseases which are currently not or not 

sufficiently treatable, are to be supported. 

 

 

Amendment 5 

RECITAL 6 

 

(6) This decision is intended to apply 

specifically to Community funding of 

research activities involving the 

procurement of stem cells from human 

embryos created before 27 June 2002 as a 

result of medically-assisted in vitro 

fertilisation designed to induce pregnancy 

and were no longer to be used for that 

purpose (supernumerary embryos). This 

decision amends the specific programme by 

introducing several conditions for deciding 

on the Community funding of such research. 

(6) This decision is intended to apply 

specifically to Community funding of 

research activities using stem cells procured 

from embryos that have been produced as a 

result of medically-assisted in vitro 

fertilisation designed to induce pregnancy 

and were no longer to be used for that 

purpose (supernumerary embryos). This 

decision amends the specific programme by 

introducing several conditions for deciding 

on the Community funding of such research. 

 

 

Amendment 6 

RECITAL 6a (new) 

 

  (6a) According to an overwhelming 

majority of scientists, transplantation of 

human embryonic stem cells to patients 

will not be possible, for purely scientific 

reasons, during the time frame of the 

sixth research framework programme 

(until the end of 2006), because this 

approach is mainly at the stage of basic 

research and transplantation at the 



current moment would lead to non-

calculable risks for the recipients. 

 

 

Amendment 7 

RECITAL 6b (new) 

 

 (6b) This decision concerns the use of 

human embryos for research only and not 

for therapeutic purposes.  Research on 

human embryonic stem cells is desirable 

for the development of innovative 

treatments and, in particular, of treatments 

using adult stem cells. 

 

 

Amendment 8 

RECITAL 7 

 

(7) The present conditions are based on the 

principles established by the European 

Group on Ethics, especially the 

fundamental ethical principles underlined 

in the opinion No. 15: the principle of 

respect for human dignity (which requires 

provisions of guarantees against risks of 

arbitrary experimentation); the principle of 

human autonomy which entails the giving 

of informed consent and the protection of 

personal data; the principle of justice and 

of beneficence (namely with regard the 

improvement and protection of health); the 

principle of freedom of research (which 

should be balanced against other 

principles) and; the principle of 

proportionality (non-availability of 

adequate alternative methods in view of the 

scientific objectives to be reached).  

(7) The present conditions are based on the 

principles established by the European 

Group on Ethics, especially the 

fundamental ethical principles underlined 

in opinion No. 15: the principle of respect 

for human dignity (which requires 

provisions of guarantees against risks of 

arbitrary experimentation); the principle of 

human autonomy which entails the giving 

of informed consent and the protection of 

personal data; the principle of justice and 

of beneficence (in particular as regards 

the improvement and protection of health); 

the principle of freedom of research (which 

should be balanced against other 

principles); and the principle of 

proportionality (non-availability of 

adequate alternative methods in view of the 

scientific objectives to be reached). The 

experience from other scientific 

communities should also be used. 

 

 

Amendment 9 

RECITAL 10a (new) 

 

  (10a) The existence of so-called 

supernumerary embryos after artificial 

fertilisation constitutes an ethical 

dilemma, as the transplantation of such 



embryos to others than the genetic parents 

(embryo adoption) as well as the simple 

"letting die off" of those embryos and 

making them available for research 

purposes is connected with ethical 

problems. As a consequence, efforts 

should be made to reduce the number of 

supernumerary embryos in the future, 

and the responsibility for this lies with the 

Member States. 

 

 

Amendment 10 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 18, point (b) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

(b) the human embryos used for the 

procurement of stem cells must have been 

created before 27 June 2002 as a result of 

medically-assisted in vitro fertilisation 

designed to induce pregnancy, and were no 

longer to be used for that purpose; 

(b) the human embryos used for the 

procurement of stem cells must be 

'supernumerary' early-stage (i.e. up to 

14 days) human embryos (embryos 

genuinely created for the treatment of 

infertility so as to increase the success rate 

of in vitro fertilisation but no longer needed 

for that purpose and when destined for 

destruction); such research may be funded 

provided that it is legally permitted in the 

Member State(s) where it will be conducted 

under the rules and strict supervision of the 

competent authority/ies; 

 

 

Amendment 12 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 18, point (e) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

(e) the free, express, written and informed 

consent of the donor(s) should be provided 

in accordance with national legislation 

prior to the start of the research activities; 

(e) the free, express, written and informed 

consent of the donor(s) should have been 

provided in accordance with national 

legislation prior to the procurement of the 

cells; 

 

 

Amendment 13 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 18, point (f) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

(f) no monetary compensation or other 

benefit in kind must be granted or promised 

(f) no monetary compensation, benefit in 

kind or other consideration may be granted 

or promised for the donation of embryos 



for the donation; used for the procurement of stem cells; 

 

 

Amendment 14 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 18, point (g) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

(g) the protection of personal data, 

including the genetic data, of the donor(s) 

must be ensured; 

(g) the protection of personal data, 

including the genetic data, of the donor(s) 

must have been ensured during the 

procurement; 

 

 

Amendment 15 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 18, point (ga) (new) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

  (ga) in order to monitor these conditions, 

the Commission sets up a European 

register of embryonic stem cells; in doing 

this, the Commission uses the experience 

of the NIH (National Institutes of 

Health); 

 

 

Amendment 16 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 19 (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

The scientific evaluation and the ethical 

review organised by the Commission of the 

research proposals shall include verification 

of these conditions. The conditions set out in 

point (c) and (d) shall be assessed during 

the scientific evaluation. 

The scientific evaluation and the ethical 

review organised by the Commission of the 

research proposals shall include verification 

of these conditions. The conditions set out in 

point (c) shall be assessed by an 

independent scientific body created for this 

purpose including members involved in 

other kinds of cell research. 

 

 

Amendment 17 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 19a (new) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

 Projects with adult somatic stem cells and 

umbilical cord blood cells should be 

encouraged for research involving other 

types of stem cells without excluding 

comparative studies.  



 

 

Amendment 18 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 20a (new) (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

 Research on the use of human stem cells 

may be financed depending on both the 

contents of the scientific proposal and the 

legal framework of the Member State(s) 

involved; research using adult stem cells 

and reprogrammed adult cells should 

receive priority for financing; there is no 

restriction on financing research on stem 

cell lines already existing in scientific 

laboratories.  In addition, research on 

embryonic or foetal stem cells deriving 

from spontaneous or therapeutic abortion 

may be funded. 

 

 

Amendment 19 

ANNEX 

Annex I, point 1.1, paragraph 22 (Decision 2002/834/EC) 

 

A list of research projects involving the use 

of all types of human embryonic stem cells 

funded under the sixth framework 

programme will be published yearly by the 

Commission. 

A list of research projects involving the use 

of all types of human adult or embryonic 

stem cells funded under the sixth framework 

programme will be published yearly by the 

Commission. In the case of research 

projects with embryonic stem cells, such 

publication must include a justification 

stating why other procedures were not 

usable. 

 


