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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Yesterday you came together at Ypres to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the

beginning of the First World War.

At Ypres, the War revealed the heart of darkness of European civilisation. Even today, if we

look at the landscape of that territory, the signs of the trenches are still visible. Trenches dug

by thousands of young Europeans under artillery fire and the burning of chemical weapons.

At Ypres thousands of young people have died to win a few hundred metres of land.

Ypres, that tragedy, reminds us of ancient demons.

Those places remind us of the fragility but also the magnitude of the European project. One

possible origin of the word Europe – apart from Greek mythology, is the Akkadian "Erebu"

which means sunset. There is, in the heritage of our continent, a tendency to decay,

annihilation. I quote the words of the writer Paolo Rumiz, "Europe is the place where

identities are intensifying and have no alternative between war and cohabitation, between

self-destruction and a unified space of spirit and civilisation."

Let's not forget, let's never forget, how delicate and complex European civilisation is.

But Ypres is also a place of life and hope because Europe is above all a great hope of rebirth.

Ypres is also the place of the Christmas Truce - that island of humanity in an ocean of deep

hatred in this senseless war.

Yesterday, looking at Europe's leaders gathering on those battlefields where trenches were

dug, to honour the dead of that war, is the sign of how far we have come in Europe. Together

we have built supranational institutions; we have developed an immune system against war.

Moments like these remind us of the historic value, the raison d'être of European integration,
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a conquest that is threatened today and that we are called on to defend for the sake of our

children.

European Elections

Ladies and gentlemen,

The last European elections have been a turning point for the European Union.

For the first time, all major European parties presented lead candidates for the post of

Commission President. These lead candidates were elected at pan-European party congresses

and endorsed by the overwhelming majority of national parties and heads of governments.

For the first time, lead candidates campaigned all over Europe. They presented their

programmes; talked with voters about their ideas, spoke at campaign rallies across the

continent; they created unprecedented media coverage and held televised debates presenting

clear political choices.

For the first time, an EU-wide campaign focussing on EU issues took place. The process of

lead candidates has deepened a European-wide debate about European issues. And without

doubt, via this process the European Union has become closer to its citizens, more transparent

and more democratic.

Together - the voters, the European Parliament, the political parties, and the heads of

government - have opened a new chapter in the history of our Union.

Those who want to lightly do away with this historic achievement, I can only warn: you can’t

simply say to the people for the first time the Commission President will be the result of a

democratic vote; you will get to choose who leads the European Executive and then ignore

their choice - unless you want to damage the European project and drive more people into

disenchantment with it.. Should the will of the voters be disregarded so blatantly, it should

come as no surprise to anyone if people turned their back on Europe for good. Populism is

not the main enemy of the European project. In order to regain the European citizens' trust,

we must act with courage and show political will. To paraphrase Martin Luther King, I am

not afraid of the violent words of my contender, but of the silence of the honest.
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The European Parliament is committed to defending parliamentary democracy and respecting

the vote of the citizens just as you are. This is why, only two days after the elections, on

Tuesday, 27 May 2014, the group leaders of five groups representing more than 500 MEPS,

called on you, the European Council, to respect the letter and the spirit of the European

Treaties and considering the result of the European elections, to give the lead candidate of the

strongest party family, the EPP, Mr Jean-Claude Juncker a mandate to form a majority in the

European Parliament.

In the weeks following your Informal Dinner on 27 May, representatives of the European

Parliament and representatives of the Council have conducted the necessary consultations in

good faith.

For the European Parliament it is a matter of democracy that only one of the lead candidates

can be elected as new President of the European Commission and that negotiations about

policy issues will now be held within the framework of good cooperation. These negotiations

will focus on finding the right policies to make the lives of citizens' better and choosing the

right people to make these policy proposals a reality. Therefore, the negotiation position of

the Parliament is the following: the President of the Commission has to be elected as part of a

package.

As elected representatives of the European people we are committed to ensuring that in

accordance with the spirit and the letter of the Treaties the voice of the people is heard and

their vote is respected. We have a joint responsibility to continue on the path we have set out

on:

You as Heads of State and government by today giving Mr Juncker a mandate to form a

majority in the European Parliament, and we as representatives of the people by swiftly

agreeing on a political programme for the next legislature that will help Europe to finally get

out of the crisis and make people's lives better. We owe this to the people of Europe.

In this context, we welcome the European Council's engagement for joint annual and

multiannual legislative programming.

Freedom, security and justice
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Ladies and gentlemen,

You are called upon for the first time to define “strategic guidelines” for the coming years

within the area of freedom, security and justice.

We need more than ever a common response to migration challenges, including an ambitious

legal migration policy, a modernised visa policy and humanely and efficiently managed

external borders in a spirit of solidarity – and I am glad that the incoming Italian Presidency

of the Council will make this a priority, building on work undertaken under the current and

previous Presidencies. Solidarity- I stress again this concept- with member States most

exposed to migratory flows should be a must for the Union. The fight against international

human trafficking should also be a priority.

We need as soon as possible an ambitious data protection regime which preserves our values

and sets a standard worldwide – a Bill of Rights for the digital age. The Parliament has

worked hard and expects your Ministers to be in a position to negotiate swiftly.

We must make a reality out of the proposed framework to strengthen the rule of law and

respect for fundamental values within the EU.

Much more should be done to fight organised crime, including cybercrime - and we

Institutions should fundamentally overhaul our own IT security.

Last but not least, we welcome the fact that you underline the fundamental freedoms of EU

citizens. Those freedoms have been hotly contested in some quarters in the past months, so it

is right that we say loud and clear that they are not up for renegotiation, nor should they be

left open to any fraud or abuse.

Ladies and gentlemen, as you set the scene for justice and home affairs in the next years, I

would urge you to show the highest possible level of ambition. And I also ask you to leave

the requisite space for the law-making institutions, the Parliament, the Council -mostly voting

now by qualified majority- and of course the Commission with its right of initiative, to play

their rightful part in the process.

Growth, competitiveness and jobs

Ladies and gentlemen,
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I know you are very aware of the fact that for many Europeans the crisis is not over yet.

Unemployment rates are still too high in too many countries, especially among young people.

We risk losing a whole generation! As politicians we are called on to step up our efforts and

do everything so that the young generation will have the good future they deserve. This is our

most important task and this is why we must get the European economy back on track. And

we can only achieve this together.

If the crisis has driven home one lesson, it is that we are interdependent. Be we debtor or

creditor countries, Euro or non-Euro countries - our economies are interconnected and we

depend on each other acting responsibly. Because decisions taken by one country affect us

all. Forgetting this fundamental principle harms the common good, and might even

irreparably damage the Single Market. Fiscal irresponsibility and excessive austerity have

already put the Euro area in danger. We all know that we cannot continue on this path. With

the European Semester we have already started to draw the right lessons and change course.

The European Semester, as part of the new European governance framework, is nothing but

our answer posed to the challenge of interdependence in the euro area. Country-specific

recommendations are important tools to strengthen coordination between our national

economic policies. It is therefore unfortunate that Member States only too often do not feel

bound by their own decisions. There is clearly room for improvement when it comes to

following up on recommendations that would strengthen individual economies and thus all of

us.

As the Semester is integrated into the broader economic governance structure it plays a

pivotal role in providing the stability we need to restore confidence. Without confidence there

will be no growth and without growth there will be no resolution of this crisis. However, the

democratic scrutiny of the new European economic governance still needs reinforcing.

Yes, it is understandable that during the height of the crisis rapid decisions had to be taken to

stabilise the euro. Yet, the succession of several “memorandums of understanding”, “packs”

and “pacts” has paved the way for a system based on “blurred responsibilities”.

Intergovernmental intervention has increased at the cost of democratic accountability and

economic soundness. I know you will agree with me that efficiency of decision-making can

never trump democracy.
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For the European Parliament, strengthening the democratic accountability of the Semester

clearly has to be one of the top priorities of the next Commission. Because today,

parliamentary scrutiny of the Commission's orientations on economic policies is still weak

and thus lacks legitimacy. Concerning national programmes, Parliament's involvement is not

even foreseen. A deepening of economic and fiscal policy coordination and surveillance will

only work if the elected representatives of the European citizens are involved. This requires

much closer cooperation between the European institutions, national governments and

national parliaments than it is the case today. The European Parliamentary Week, in which

the European Parliament and national parliaments have discussions and exchange of views on

the various aspects of the European Semester is a successful example of fruitful and effective

cooperation between the national and European levels.

Further reforms of European economic governance and, in particular of the European

Semester, will have to ensure proper democratic accountability and the involvement of the

European Parliament. The European Parliament has in particular called for an Inter

Institutional Agreement involving Parliament in the drafting and approval of the Annual

Growth Survey. The review of the Six-Pack foreseen by 14 December 2014 is a decisive

opportunity to strengthen democratic accountability on fiscal matters, an opportunity we must

not miss. Let me mention as a last point, that further steps should also be taken towards a

communitarisation of the Fiscal Compact as was foreseen at the time of its creation.

Ukraine

Ladies and gentlemen,

With the Presidential elections on 25 May, Ukraine is starting to return to stability after

turbulent and painful months. International and European Parliament observers have

confirmed that these elections were free and fair. The very high voter turnout and the

recognition of the outcome by all parties are very encouraging signs.

The European Parliament supports President Poroshenko’s peace plan for Ukraine and calls

on all sides to respect the ceasefire agreement. We hope that this will lead to the de-escalation

of the conflict and successful implementation of the peace plan.
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We also wish to see Ukraine continue on the audacious path of reform. And we want the EU

to support the Ukrainians every step of the way.

Therefore, the European Parliament strongly welcomes the historic signature of the

Association Agreement with Ukraine, along with Moldova and Georgia, today at this summit

and the provision of macro-financial assistance to Ukraine totalling 11 billion €.

Of course, support is not a one-way street. Assistance will only be granted as long as the

Ukrainian government continues the reforms to strengthen the rule of law, to end impunity

and corruption and to ensure the adherence to international human rights standards, especially

with regard to minorities.

Ladies and gentlemen,

We have to face up to the facts: No lasting peace will be achieved in the East of Ukraine

without the constructive and serious engagement of Russia. The OSCE and the EU must

work towards this end - both bilaterally and multilaterally. We call on Russia and the

international community to do everything in their power to convince the separatists in the

East of Ukraine to lay down arms and to leave the occupied buildings. In this context the

release of four of the OSCE monitors is an encouraging signal – but we also expect the others

to be set free.

. We also remain opposed to the illegal annexation of Crimea and Sevastopol. The situation

in Ukraine has been a wake-up call to all of us: we must make a strategic review of our

Eastern Partnership programme and our relations with Russia, as well as enhance our defence

and energy policies.

Climate change and energy

Ladies and gentlemen,

Indeed the Ukraine crisis has - once again - reminded us how vulnerable our energy supply is.

Some of our Member States still fear that their gas supply might be disrupted. A number of

problems urgently need to be addressed: our energy production does not meet our energy

demands; our infrastructure is not sufficiently developed; our internal energy market is not

completed; and we depend on external supplier countries and supply routes. The solution to
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all these problems is on the table: Europe needs an effective energy strategy. To this end the

Commission published one month ago a communication on a European Energy Security

Strategy. This is an important proposal and very welcome. We are on your side when it

comes to taking the necessary decisions to tackle the security and supply risks.

The 2030 climate and energy package, you discussed at the last summit, is part and parcel of

this strategy. An agreement on carbon dioxide emissions is crucial for the strategic alignment

of our climate and energy policy. Therefore, we ask the Member States to agree quickly on a

40% reduction, also in view of the international negotiations on the future climate policy.

The revision of the energy efficiency objectives is another pillar of this package. Parliament

is waiting impatiently for the Commission´s proposal which has been announced for the

following days.

Ladies and gentlemen, we are at a decisive moment for a strategic course of action for our

climate and energy policy. Now we set the course for the next decade. Now is the time to

make our energy policy more independent, more efficient and to strengthen coordination and

solidarity between Member States. We look forward to concrete measures to make these

objectives a reality.

Albania

Ladies and Gentlemen,

the European Parliament fully supports the decision to grant candidate country status to

Albania. Already in December of last year we voted our resolution on the progress report on

Albania endorsing the Commission`s opinion. In June 2014, the Commission in an additional

report concluded that in the past six months sufficient progress had been made concerning the

rule of law. We believe that granting candidate status to Albania is a highly symbolical step

at this crucial moment.

Clearly, it should help ease tensions between ruling and opposition parties and enhance the

EU's possibilities to assist Albania in reforming its judiciary, rooting out corruption and

improving media freedom. Four in five Albanians are strongly in favour of the eventual EU
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membership and we should build on this support in order to give a boost to the country and

intensify the work towards the integration of Albania into the EU.

Lithuania joining the Euro

Let me conclude on a very positive note. The European Parliament welcomes the green-light

of EU finance ministers for Lithuania to join the euro. At the beginning of next year

Lithuania is set to become a member of the single currency after it met all the criteria - a

stable exchange rate, low inflation and interest rates and public debt and deficit within the

limits.

Lithuania joining the euro zone shows the continuing appeal of our common currency. But

more importantly, it pays tribute to the remarkable success of a country that has emerged

from a financial crisis and undergone a tough convergence programme. President

Grybauskaitė, please allow me to congratulate you, the Government of Prime Minister

Butkevičius and the Lithuanian people for this well-deserved achievement. The European

Parliament is looking forward to welcoming the Baltic Republic as the 19th member of the

euro zone.

Thank you for your attention.


