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Press seminar on The Future of Europe
Tuesday 18 October - Wednesday 19 October 2016

#EUfuture
Programme

Tuesday 18 October - Paul-Henri Spaak building - Room 1 A 2

13:30 Arrival and security clearance

14:30-14:45 Introduction to seminar by Yannis Darmis, Head of Media Services Unit

14:45-15:00 Welcome by Jaume Duch Guillot, Director of Media

15:00-15:30 Opening address by European Parliament Vice-President Mairead
McGuinness

15:30-17:00 MEP Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE, BE), rapporteur on possible adjustments of the
EU’s current institutional set-up, and MEPs Elmar Brok (EPP, DE) and
Mercedes Bresso (S&D, IT), rapporteurs on improving the functioning of the
EU, building on the potential of the Lisbon Treaty

Moderator: Michael Stabenow, Brussels correspondent, Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung

Wednesday 19 October - Paul-Henri Spaak building - Room 3 C 50

10:00-11:00 MEPs Pervenche Berès (S&D, FR) and Reimer Böge (EPP, DE), rapporteurs
on a budgetary capacity of the euro area

11:00-11:15 Break

11:15-12:00 MEPs Isabelle Thomas (S&D, FR), co-rapporteur on revision of the 2014-2020
Multiannual Financial Framework, and Jean Arthuis (ALDE, FR), chair of
Budgets Committee

Moderator: Christophe Leclercq, founder of online media platform EurActiv

12:00-12:30 Closing remarks: European Parliament President Martin Schulz

12:45 Buffet lunch - PHS 00 Ground floor
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Press seminar on the Future of Europe

The European Parliament press service is holding a press seminar in Brussels on 18 and 19 October
titled ‘The Future of Europe’, with a view to generating a debate between key media actors and leading
MEPs on issues of crucial importance to the European Union in the coming years.

Background

The EU and its Member States are facing unprecedented challenges, from unemployment and
economic stagnation to the refugee crisis and the fight against terrorism. No Member State can tackle
these problems alone, yet their very existence has led to disenchantment with Europe.

MEPs are exploring ways of making the EU more responsive, effective and democratically accountable,
with the emphasis on overhauling its institutional set-up. Three draft resolutions are in the pipeline: the
first focuses on making the most of the existing Lisbon Treaty, the second considers the need for Treaty
change, while the third looks at the need for the eurozone to have its own ’fiscal capacity’.

The draft resolution by MEPs Mercedes Bresso (S&D, Italy) and Elmar Brok (EPP, Germany),
advocates making better use of the existing EU treaties. It calls on EU countries to respect the EU’s
ordinary legislative process, stressing that heads of state should stop interfering in law-making and that
decisions concerning the Eurozone should be taken under the ordinary, transparent EU legislative
method. To avoid a small minority of member states blocking important draft laws, EU countries should
use majority voting rather than insisting on unanimous decisions. In addition, the role of national
parliaments should be strengthened to ensure decisions are taken as close as possible to the citizens.

The second draft resolution, by MEP Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE, Belgium), focuses on changes to the
EU’s current institutional set-up. The various crises have ‘demonstrated the Union’s incapacity to
respond effectively and quickly’, says Mr Verhofstadt. Arguing that ‘the time of crisis management by
means of ad hoc and incremental decisions has passed’, he believes ‘it is now time to address the
shortcomings of the governance of the European Union by undertaking a comprehensive, in-depth
reform of the Lisbon Treaty’. A key proposal is to put an end to ‘Europe à la carte’ (or ‘variable
geometry’), replacing it with a clearly defined two-tier arrangement involving ‘associate status’ for some
countries, such as the United Kingdom, Norway, Turkey and Ukraine. Core EU member states could
then go ahead with closer integration. All of this would require institutional changes.

The final draft resolution, by MEPs Reimer Böge (EPP, Germany) and Pervenche Berès (S&D,
France), looks at the idea of a budgetary capacity for the eurozone. It argues that monetary union
requires a sufficient Community budget to absorb economic shocks and ensure some income
convergence. It also calls for the creation of ‘three pillars of fiscal capacity’, while stressing that solidarity
and responsibility are inseparable and that a eurozone budget must be subject to normal EU
procedures, with EP scrutiny.

The above resolutions, which are due be adopted by Parliament this autumn, relate to broad long-term
institutional issues. In addition, Parliament approved in July 2016 a resolution of more immediate
significance, which nevertheless gives a foretaste of future issues. This was on the mid-term review
of the long-term EU budget for 2014-2020 (the seven-year Multiannual Financial Framework or MFF),
where account needs to be taken of policy challenges - including the refugee crisis and now Brexit -
that could not be foreseen when the MFF was negotiated. Isabelle Thomas (S&D, France) and Jan
Olbrycht (EPP, Poland) were the MEPs responsible for Parliament’s resolution, which urges the
Commission - whose proposals were subsequently unveiled in September - to ensure greater flexibility
in the use of budgetary funding and to make maximum use of the scarce resources available.
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