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Address by His Excellency the President of the Lebanese Republic 
General Michel Aoun at the Plenary Session of the European 

Parliament 

 

Strasbourg, September 11, 2018 

 

 

Your Excellency President Antonio Tajani, 

Your Excellencies the Members of Parliament, 

It gives me pleasure to stand today in the European Parliament in Strasbourg, 
before legislative representatives of twenty-eight States which chose to turn the 
European continent into an unparalleled model in the world for exchange, 
complementarity and unity in all fields, making the countries of the European 
Union a unique space to merge peoples’ dreams and share principles and values, 
while at the same time allowing each people to preserve their specificities, 
civilizational depth and feeling of belonging to a land, a nation, a language and a 
heritage.  

The strength of this democratic edifice lies in building real peace on the 
European continent, the absence of the tendency for war to solve problems, and 
the conviction of a large group of States and peoples that their power, interests 
and prosperity stem from their unity and not from their conflicts, from sharing 
the values of democracy. The emergence of some separatist tendencies that we 
are currently witnessing, threatening this leading edifice of convergence between 
peoples, is unfortunate. 

 

Esteemed audience, 

At this stage of our history where the voice of humanity was silenced and 

the interests of the great powers exceeded the optimal extent, to the detriment of 

justice and human solidarity, we only find in dialogue, mutual respect and 

reverting to the universal principles of the rights of humans, groups and States 
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the way to cool down the stimuli of violence, wars and extremism which turned 

our region into a furnace inflamed with hatred, fear and unrest. 

In fact, wars – although economy is their true driver – cannot break out on a 

solid ground; they need a cracked, worn-out ground, ready to catch the flame. 

And there is no better way than to fuel the tendency for sectarian, confessional 

and racial fanaticism and extremism, and the rejection of the other, to produce the 

required cracks, instigate peoples and ignite wars. 

What we are surrounded with nowadays makes us hold on tighter to the 

foundations upon which the State of Lebanon was established, most notably the 

democratic system around which - despite some flaws that it still has - all the 

components of the Lebanese people converged, and which reflected in its essence 

the message of Lebanon as a country of coexistence, diversity, pluralism, 

civilizational and cultural richness. 

Lately, Lebanon has been divided politically due to the neighborhood’s wars, 

yet it has not been divided nationally. Voices rose loudly but Lebanon did not 

drift towards violence; rhetoric was inflammatory but its heat did not set out fire; 

and when some deviated and drifted towards extremism and takfiri thought, their 

society and environment rejected them promptly; for the Lebanese society, by 

nature, is not a favorable environment for extremism and the rejection of the 

other. Respecting the freedom of belief, expression and opinion and the right to 

difference is part and parcel of the culture of the Lebanese. 

This Lebanese specificity helps Lebanon overcome its problems and 

consolidate its peace and stability. It also shows to other countries the path 

towards a future in better harmony with this era and with human rights, especially 

if we succeed in cleaning the flaws and reaching democratic maturity.  

In this respect, Lebanon highly lauds the European awareness of its 

uniqueness, expressed by the European Parliament through Resolution 2150, 

especially its second article which “confirms the specificities and religious 

diversity that Lebanon enjoys, and that it is the oldest democracy in the Middle 

East where power is shared equally between Muslims and Christians, which 
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makes Lebanon a model of peaceful co-existence that should be promoted and 

supported to allow this to continue.”  

 

Esteemed audience, 

During the month of May of this year, Lebanon witnessed legislative 

elections despite some acute political dealings which delayed them, according to 

a modern electoral law based on proportional representation for the first time in 

the history of Lebanon. It generated a more accurate and more balanced 

representation for all the political forces than the previous majority law, and more 

diversity in the House of Representatives, thus promoting democratic life. 

In this context, I must laud the work of the European Union’s Election 

Observation Mission headed by Mrs. Elena Valenciano, which accompanied the 

preparatory phases and the polling operations that took place, and submitted last 

July its report reflecting a positive impression about the electoral process, 

suggesting a number of new recommendations which are likely to address some 

flaws and which will undoubtedly be taken into account in the future. 

In the coming period, we look forward to consolidating the framework of 

cooperation between our House of Representatives and the European Parliament, 

and intensifying common meetings and exchange of expertise, in view of 

promoting the legislative performance in line with the requirements of the present 

and the development. 

 

Esteemed audience,   

Our nation is facing many challenges, on top of which the hard economic 

situation. We have recently launched the guidelines of an economic plan which 

sets forth a roadmap to activate the productive sectors and modernize the 

infrastructure. This plan was in line with the resolutions of the CEDRE 

conference.  
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I have placed on top of my priorities fighting corruption and promoting 

transparency and accountability. We have begun indeed to take some positive 

steps at this level, but the major work will kick off with the new government 

which shoulders the responsibility of implementing the economic recovery plan 

and the decisions of the CEDRE Conference to consolidate stability and 

prosperity in the country. 

 

Esteemed audience, 

Lebanon has borne the brunt of the surrounding’s crises, from an economic, 

social and security perspective, and terrorism sneaked into its Eastern and 

Northern barrens, making them a launch pad for its bloody operations inside 

Lebanon, until the Army waged a quality military operation, during which it 

defeated the terrorists and continued with the other competent security organs to 

uproot the sleeper terrorist cells till their total abolition and the establishment of 

Lebanon’s security and stability.  

The displacement - the Syrian in particular - remains one of the heaviest 

fallouts of the neighborhood wars thrust upon us, from an economic, security and 

social point of view. Out of human solidarity, Lebanon received more than one 

million and a half Syrian displaced, all of them having fled the hell of war in their 

country. Yet, in a country with a small area, dense population and limited 

resources, suffering from weak infrastructure and increased unemployment, you 

must easily realize the extent of the burden we are shouldering, at a time when 

the international community did not bear its responsibilities to support Lebanon 

in mitigating the impact of this displacement, based on the principle of sharing 

burdens and responsibilities among States. 

Against this background, we call for the activation of the resolutions of 

material support taken especially in the Brussels Conference, despite our 

reservations about some of what its final declaration featured, particularly related 

to the issue of voluntary return of the displaced, linking it to the political solution, 

as well as their integration in the labor market in their countries of displacement. 
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It is worth reminding here that Lebanon is a country of emigration and not a 

country of settlement, nor an open market for labor; in fact, its citizens who are 

spread in the four corners of the globe, a large share of which the European 

continent has had, are the best witness thereof. 

Lebanon strives to ensure the dignified and safe return of the displaced to 

their homes, declines any procrastination in this respect, and backs any support 

to solve the issue of massive Syrian displacement into its territories, such as the 

Russian initiative, refusing to link the return to the political solution which may 

take long. Here, we recall that, since 1948, the Palestinian people are still living 

in camps in the countries of Diaspora, especially in Lebanon, pending the political 

solution and the implementation of Resolution 194; and the features of this 

solution have begun to loom, after 70 years of waiting, predicting a settlement 

project, as if the international community was adopting the policy of “granting 

what it does not own to those who do not deserve it”. 

 

Esteemed audience, 

Today is the commemoration of September 11, the incident that changed the 

course of world events, especially that, in its aftermath, the United States declared 

war on terrorism, undertaking to free the world from it, and promising freedom 

and democracy for peoples. Yet, 17 years later and till the moment, this fight 

against terrorism has spread terrorism all over the world rather than abolishing it. 

Here I would like to quote an open letter that I had addressed to the world 

leaders in 1995, where I warned them against the danger of growing 

fundamentalism which started to appear in some States: “the last events in 

Bosnia and Algeria, and to a lesser extent in Paris, are mere signals that 

foretell conflicts which threaten our future, conflicts that the nuclear 

deterrents and conventional wars are unable to redress. Fundamentalism, 

the fruit of unbalanced implementation of international right and 

deprivation resulting from an unequal growth, may drown an entire 

civilization in obscurantism.  
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Indeed, no one is escapes violence which is generated by the explosion of 

racial and fundamentalist feelings, and which cannot be contained by any 

borders. These bacteria which were nurtured in the laboratories of political 

realism cannot transmit the infection to those indifferent or involved who let 

them multiply?” 

Unfortunately, the whole world is suffering today from the outcome of the 

laboratories of political realism, and from not dealing seriously in due time with 

the alarming signals. 

Furthermore, the international policies which are still adopted in the Middle 

East nurture grudge, increase the level of extremism and open wide the space for 

violence and terrorism. 

There is no doubt that these policies which lack the justice criterion lead to 

discrediting the true implementation of democracy in the States that are 

considered pioneering in adopting it as a political system. Does democracy allow 

preserving human rights domestically and dooming them beyond their borders to 

fulfill the interests of great States? 

As one of the results of this policy, Israel Judaized Al-Quds (Jerusalem) and 

proclaimed it its capital, disregarding the international resolutions and the vote in 

the Security Council and General Assembly. It did not content itself with this, but 

rather adopted the law on “Jewish nation-State of Israel”. 

In continuation thereof came the recent American decision to withhold 

funding of the UNRWA, marking the beginning of imposing settlement on the 

refugees’ host countries, notably Lebanon whose Constitution prohibits 

settlement, partition or division, and which also rejects this reality, for the sake 

of justice and equality among humans. 

 

Esteemed audience,  
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I came to you from Lebanon, the message-country as dubbed by Saint Pope 

John Paul II, carrying my faith in the message of a nation rich with a deep five-

thousand-year old civilization which allowed with its multiple dimensions its 

citizens who are spread in the four corners of the globe to integrate the various 

cultures wherever they landed. 

I avail myself of my presence among you here to remind again, as I had 

demanded numerous times, especially from the rostrum of the United Nations, to 

make Lebanon a permanent center for dialogue between the different 

civilizations, religions and races, a project that our ambassadors in the various 

countries of the world are following up. We hope that this suggestion will be 

raised during the upcoming UN session in 2019, as we hope for a special support 

from the European countries… and who knows better than the States of Europe 

the importance of dialogue to mend cracks, heal wounds and consolidate the 

culture of peace?! 

Thank you again for your warm welcome and kind attention.  

 

Long live Europe, Long live Lebanon! 


