
INTRODUCTORY SPEECH 

 

Chair, Honourable Members, 

I really appreciate the opportunity to exchange with you today. While we 

cannot shake hands today, we can build on our shared commitment to a 

European and global response in supporting our partner countries. 

I want to convey three messages: Team Europe will succeed together, our 

global response must focus on the most vulnerable and we are ready to lead 

the global community in this work. 

*** 

I will start with our Team Europe contribution. The European Commission, 

together with the EIB built a global package of 15.6 billion euros. With it, we 

protect people, save lives and save livelihoods in partner countries. These 

funds are not fresh money, but unspent and now redirected. 

As Team Europe, we are mobilising more. With EU Member States, the 

European Investment Bank and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development we now already have more than 20 billion euros available to our 

actions. 

The European Parliament is an equal player in Team Europe. That is why I 

believe the presence of the DEVE and AFET Chairs at last week’s meeting with 

EU Development Ministers was crucial, and I would like to thank them for their 

vocal support. My services and I will provide you with regular updates on this 

process and of course involve you in the relevant discussions. 

*** 



We will prioritise our partners’ COVID-related needs, while respecting the 

established country envelopes. Our concerns are for the most vulnerable 

populations and countries particularly in Africa, and also in conflict areas in the 

Middle East.  

Our global response has a three-pillar structure. In concrete, we will reallocate 

EUR 500 million to urgent, short-term emergency response. Commissioner 

Lenarčič will set out the ongoing efforts. 

2.8 billion euros will bolster research and health systems in partner countries. 

Here too, we have robust measures to shore up health and social protection 

systems and boost public awareness-raising around the virus.  

12.3 billion euros will address the economic and social impact of the pandemic. 

Millions of people, particularly young people and women, who already struggle 

risk losing everything to this crisis. So we must cushion the blow for partner 

countries, while continuing to uphold basic values.  

*** 

We are ready to lead the global community against this global threat. Global 

cooperation and solidarity through multilateral efforts are the only effective 

weapons we have to win this fight. 

We will therefore push for a coordinated global response at the G7 and the 

G20. I notably welcome the G20 announcement on the freeze of bilateral 

government loans as a first important step towards debt relief. We will be a 

strong and reliable partner to the United Nations, the World Health 

Organization, now more than ever, and international financial institutions.  

We will also help redouble efforts to produce a vaccine. The Commission is co-

organising an online pledging event on 4 May to team up with partners to 



boost funding for diagnostics, medicines and vaccines to up to 7.5 8 billion 

euros. By taking this lead, we aim to align efforts with other donors and 

initiatives such as Gavi (the Vaccine Alliance) and the Coalition for Epidemic 

Preparedness Innovations. 

*** 

Chair, Honourable Members, 

With these words, I would be happy to hear your thoughts as we, only 

together as Team Europe, can really make a difference. 

Thank you and stay safe! 

 


