Jeppe Kofod (S&D). – Madam President, I think it is very simple: I think the best trade agreement for the UK is actually membership of the EU itself, but they have excluded that option so we have to find a fair deal now for everybody. I also think it is very important that the EU is reflecting on the future of Europe, and we must deliver better and take people’s concerns much more seriously. First, we need to end social dumping in Europe and ensure decent salaries and workers’ rights throughout our Union. Secondly, we need to end tax dumping: we see multinational corporations and rich people evading taxes on a scale that is damaging our welfare state in Europe. Finally, we need to transit our economy, for our society to become sustainable, responding to the climate challenge, ensuring our environment and ensuring that we manage migration and our welfare state in a much better way. If we do that, we will have a stronger Union and I hope that we will have a close relationship with the UK; we need a fair deal with them. I think they are punishing themselves by saying no to being a part of Europe. 

