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SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on International Trade, as the
committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a
resolution:
1. Believes that the EU and the US are key strategic partners; stresses that the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) is the most significant recent EU-US project and
should reinvigorate the transatlantic partnership as a whole, beyond its trade aspects;
emphasises that its successful conclusion is of high geopolitical importance at a moment
when the US is pivoting to Asia and concluding the Trans-Pacific Partnership; underlines
that the TTIP is predicted to have a positive impact on jobs, growth and competitiveness
for the two economies, which have both been hit by the crisis; underlines that these
negotiations should be carried out in the most transparent and open way possible;
2. Stresses that trade policy is an essential part of the EU’s external action and as such must
be formulated in a way that is in line with other foreign policies and policy instruments;
encourages therefore a close interaction between relevant commissioners, DirectoratesGeneral, the European External Action Service and the Member States;
3. Notes the TTIP’s strategic importance in strengthening and shaping rules-based global
trade and economic governance founded on the values shared by the EU and the US,
particularly in an increasingly multipolar world; notes that its impact would go beyond the
bilateral implications by facilitating the establishment of common regulations, rules and
standards that could later be adopted at global level; stresses in this regard that bilateral
negotiations that the EU conducts must not be a substitute but rather a springboard for
further trade liberalisation within the WTO;
4. Emphasises that the TTIP must not lower standards, especially on important issues like
consumer protection, health, labour rights or the environment, but rather take into account
the differences between the EU’s and the US’ regulatory systems and seek to achieve
higher common standards as a model for the world, as this would strengthen the EU’s
global economic position, while furthering our values; stresses that no provision in the
chapter on investment protection should be understood to undermine the right of the EU
and the Member States to regulate, in accordance with their respective competences, in the
pursuit of legitimate public policy objectives;
5. Stresses that both parties to the TTIP must make an engagement to encourage companies
to respect the OECD Guidelines on Multinational Enterprises (MNEs); notes that parties
should work with unions to monitor MNEs’ adherence to these guidelines;
6. Asks the Commission, regarding public procurement, to be aware of the sensitive nature
of the fields of defence and security and to take into account the objectives set by the
Heads of States and Governments during the 2013 Defence Council to promote the
establishment of a European security and defence market and of a European defence
technological and industrial base (EDTIB);
7. Highlights that the conclusion of the TTIP creates the prospect of a broad economic space,
which would include third countries with which the EU and the US have close trade and
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economic relations; asks the Commission to ensure that any final agreement could be
expanded to allow for close cooperation with countries with which the EU and the US
have free trade agreements, and to consult in the process in particular with those that
would be impacted by the TTIP, such as Mexico and Canada, because of the North
American Free Trade Agreement, Turkey, because of its Customs Union with the EU, and
the EEA countries; notes that studies indicate that the TTIP would have a positive impact
on third country economies, including new opportunities for developing countries;
8. Stresses that the EU’s energy supply largely depends on foreign sources and hence asks
the Commission to ensure that a strong energy chapter be included in the TTIP;
emphasises the TTIP’s potential for diversifying the EU’s hydrocarbons supply and
contributing to its energy security; urges the Commission to explore ways in which this
potential could be exploited in line with high environmental standards, the transition to
low-emission economies and ambitious EU goals on tackling climate change; underlines
that the agreement should not have an impact on the rights of each party to control the
exploration and exploitation of its energy resources;
9. Believes that this agreement should be accompanied by a deepening of transatlantic
parliamentary cooperation, and that the strengthening of trade and investment links
through the TTIP should lead in the future to a broader and enhanced political framework
to develop common approaches, to reinforce the strategic partnership, and to improve
global cooperation between the EU and the US; stresses that any instruments created to
strengthen regulatory cooperation should not affect the European or US legislative
procedures and that legislators must always be involved in an appropriate manner,
respecting their corresponding parliamentary rights, in any body that may be created for
the purpose of regulatory cooperation; underlines the need to also involve all relevant
stakeholders;
10. Reminds the Commission that abolition by the US of the visa regime for five EU Member
States is still pending;
11. Takes note of the fact that the Commission is taking steps to improve the transparency of
the negotiations; acknowledges that progress has already been made; asks the Commission
to continue making efforts, also vis-à-vis the US authorities, in favour of greater
parliamentary transparency of the negotiations, including timely access to more
negotiating documents; stresses that proper communication with civil society is essential
to ensure the success of the agreement and calls on the Commission and Member States to
increase their outreach activities; hopes that the more transparent approach of the
Commission will also apply to other trade negotiations.
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