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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Europe can be seen as a big peninsula surrounded by oceans and seas and irrigated by many rivers and canals. The importance of the seas and oceans as a natural under-exploited resource with manifold uses and economic activities cannot be stressed enough. While the potential of Europe's maritime dimension is evident, so far EU’s policies on maritime transport, industry, coastal regions, offshore energy, fisheries and the marine environment were fragmented and sometimes even conflicting. The development of an all-embracing maritime policy, aimed at enhancing Europe's maritime economy in a sustainable manner is therefore of the utmost importance. The Green Paper holds the promise of exploring untapped synergies and creating a new vision for the management of our oceans.
The maritime industries and services encompass a wide range of sectoral economic activities, ranging from shipbuilding and ports, through aquaculture to offshore energy exploration. Overall, between 3 and 5% of Europe’s GDP is estimated to be generated by marine-based activities, providing employment to over 3 million persons. 

Europe’s maritime clusters are highly successful and global market leaders. European shipyards are the world market leaders in terms of turnover and innovative products and processes. Europe controls 40% of world merchant fleet and dominating international liner services. Also in the marine equipment industry, a highly competitive and knowledge-based market, Europe is a world leader with 35% of world market share. 
The sea also plays a major role in energy supply and offers interesting opportunities for renewable energy generation, since offshore wind energy, ocean currents, waves and tidal movements represent a vast amount of energy. 

Marine biotechnology is considered one of the most exciting emerging technology sectors with a huge potential to valuably contribute to nearly every industry sector, from healthcare to bioremediation and from cosmetics to nutraceuticals, including algae.
The sectors with most growth potential are cruise shipping, aquaculture, renewable energy, submarine telecommunications and marine biotechnology. Potential business opportunities require further R&D effort. The European industry needs to be knowledge-driven to compete on a global scale. A skilled work force and continuous innovation is therefore needed. Innovative ICT solutions, from the collection and use of marine data to port operations (Galileo project and GMES initiative), are considered as a key lever.
The EU must become a global player in the field of maritime policy, whether in research or other areas. So far the EU policy is fragmented and the Union does not speak with one voice. We must succeed especially as the rest of the world expects us to be a global player.
SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Transport and Tourism, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:
1.
Strongly welcomes the development of an all-embracing European maritime policy aimed at enhancing the Union's maritime economy in a sustainable manner;
2.
Considers that shipyards and marine equipment industries in the Union have managed to remain competitive by investing in innovative products and processes and by creating knowledge-based niche markets; believes that a European maritime strategy should create the right conditions to maintain the Union’s leading position in these markets, for example by promoting the development of maritime technology transfer mechanisms;

3.
Stresses the importance of a highly-qualified workforce in ensuring that the European integrated maritime economy remains competitive and therefore urges the Commission to promote the attractiveness of professions in the maritime training sector and take measures designed to remedy the current shortage of qualified staff;

4.
Urges the Commission to provide support at WTO level for European shipyards, which are being constantly exposed to unfair competition from Asian shipbuilders;

5.
Notes that Europe is a popular region for yachting tourism, cruiser tourism and sub aqua tourism; encourages the maritime regions to invest in their marina infrastructure and other related infrastructures in order to benefit from this growing market whilst ensuring the protection of habitats, species and marine ecosystems in general; calls on the Commission to help set harmonised standards for facilities and technical equipment so as to ensure a high level of service quality throughout the Union;

6.
Considers that the new maritime policy adopted by the European Union should also focus on the protection and promotion of maritime archaeological resources;
7.
Believes that the Galileo satellite navigation system and the GMES system offer huge potential for the maritime sector; encourages the Commission to better promote the use of these systems in the framework of the maritime strategy;
8.
Considers that, given the particularly rapid development of seawater desalination plants discharging tonnes of brine and other products into the sea, the Commission should investigate the effect of such plants on plankton and the seabed and on the changes and mutations generated within the ecosystem;

9.
Points to the importance of ICT in port logistics; is convinced that new legislative proposals, such as that on Radio Frequency Identification (RFID), should be aimed at propelling the use of these technologies; calls on the Commission to set EU-wide ICT standards for all ports in the Union and to take a leading role in the negotiations on setting international technology standards;
10.
Given that the ocean is a complex system that is difficult to grasp by direct observation, calls upon the Commission to promote the harmonisation of data collection and exchange between Member States through the creation of a European Marine Observation and Information Network; Notes that the implementation of EU policies, such as the Water Framework Directive, Natura 2000 and others, will also involve developing coordinated observation networks;

11.
Given the huge importance of waterborne transport, both inside the internal market and with the Union's trading partners, believes that a new EU maritime strategy should contain a port strategy;
12.
Recognises that carbon dioxide storage in sub-seabed geological structures is an important  part of a portfolio of measures aimed at reducing greenhouse gas emissions; calls for the creation of a clear legislative and regulatory framework for the deployment of that technology;

13.
Sees huge potential for reducing the use of fossil fuels and the emissions of CO2 in the maritime transport sector, inter alia, by promoting the use of, and further research into, biofuels and stepping up the use of wind energy for ship propulsion; stresses, however, the need for mandatory environmental and social certification of biofuels and that their full life-cycle climate efficiency and CO2 balance is undisputed;
14.
Stresses the potential significance of energy generated by wind, sea currents, waves and tides, particularly in Europe's coastal regions, in terms of not only energy supply but also economic development and job creation;
15.
Acknowledges that sound scientific knowledge of the marine environment and its characteristics leads to high-quality, environmentally-friendly and economically-rewarding innovations; insists, therefore, that marine research be given special importance and emphasis through, for example, increased resources being allocated to it;

16.
Stresses the importance of developing a European strategy for the study and forecasting of the effects of climatic change encompassing the marine environment and coastal areas in a bid to predict or alleviate the potential environmental and economic effects on them;
17.
Stresses the enormous development potential of offshore wind energy and the major contribution it is able to make to Europe's independence fromenergy imports and to climate protection, while pointing out that enormous efforts are still needed fully to develop this potential; therefore calls on the Commission to draw up an offshore wind energy action plan embodying an efficient European approach to offshore technology,promoting more extensive networking and indicating the prospects for achievement of power generation capacity of at least 50 GW by 2020: therefore expects above all the adoption of a 'one-stop shop' approach and the promotion of an intelligent offshore network infrastructure; welcomes the Commission recommendation for a European strategic Energy Technology Plan and urges that efforts be focussed on the large-scale development of offshore wind energy;
18.
Considers blue biotechnology as one of the most promising technologies of the coming decades, with many possible uses in pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, the food industry and environmental remediation; believes that research efforts in this area should be strengthened and that better synergy could be achieved by better coordinating Member State research efforts in this field;
19.
Stresses the potential for achieving a European dimension to  marine research and development through strengthening network initiatives among universities, public research centres and technical schools, including the establishment of joint programmes and the exchange of students and researchers in that field, with the aim of establishing a network of European marine research institutes";
20.
Believes that the Union should set environmental and safety standards for vessel dismantling in its area of jurisdiction and should strive to harmonise international standards in this area;
21.
Considers that specific human and environmental safety and quality objectives should be set in the transport sector; believes that research into improved technology and manpower training are particularly important in ensuring good progress in the achievement of these objectives;
22.
Calls on the Commission to investigate comprehensively all aspects of the environmental impact of maritime transport from available fuel quality to airborne emissions and discharges from vessels and to propose measures for the sustainable development of shipping;
23.
Sees maritime spatial planning as vital for the proper coordination of the various activities that are carried on in the maritime environment; believes that the Commission should take the lead in this coordination;
24.
Considers that, since effective integrated coastal zone management is indispensable for the success of an overall maritime policy, it is essential to step up interdisciplinary research into coastal management and regional maritime planning, involving more closely those concerned so as to ensure that scientific research in this area is conducted with maximum transparency, consensus and participation.
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