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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Industry, Research and Energy calls on the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a 
resolution:

1. Recognises that, with the accession of Romania and Bulgaria, the European Union has 
become a major player in the Black Sea region, which is of geostrategic importance in 
terms of energy security and the diversification of EU energy supply routes, given its 
proximity to the Caspian Sea, the Middle East and Central Asia;

2. Maintains that fostering the principles of the EU cannot be done only at the level of 
political values, and that it is also necessary to foster open and transparent markets in the 
region; maintains that in order to develop trade in the area, it is necessary to negotiate 
procedures with a view to harmonising taxes and customs formalities, as well as 
harmonising the procedures for granting visas;

3. Stresses the importance of the projected Nabucco gas pipeline for the diversification of 
EU energy sources, welcomes the appointment of a coordinator for this priority project 
'of European interest' and asks the Commission and Member States, together with their 
partners, to ensure its implementation; notes that the fact that the financial background to 
the building of the Nabucco pipeline is emerging increasingly clearly may impart fresh 
impetus to investment which is of key importance from the point of view of the region;

4. Considers that, for the purpose of international trade and the transport of hydrocarbons in 
the region, it is essential to develop EU Black Sea and maritime Danube port 
infrastructures and intermodal transport arrangements and calls on the Commission and 
the Member States to accelerate the realisation of priority trans-European transport 
projects along axes 7, 18, 21 and 22 referred to in Annex II of Decision 884/2004/EC of 
the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 amending Decision No 
1692/96/EC on Community guidelines for the development of the trans-European 
transport network and their progressive integration with TRACECA, the central axis, the 
south-east axis and the international maritime transport connections referred to in the 
Commission communication to the Council and European Parliament 'Extension of the 
major trans-European transport axes to the neighbouring countries  Guidelines for 
transport in Europe and neighbouring regions (COM(2007)0032);

5. Regrets the lack of investment coordination for projects in the field of transport, energy 
and tourism in the region and, drawing attention to the danger of the Black Sea becoming 
polluted, stresses the need for environmental projects;

6. Recognises the importance of the Black Sea Forum and the Organisation of the Black Sea 
Economic Cooperation and recommends the creation of an EU-Black Sea Dimension 
similar to the Northern Dimension, based on equal partnership and an infrastructure 
adequate to the task of developing priority projects for transport, energy, nuclear safety, 
tourism, the combating of climate change, education and research in the Black Sea 
region; considers that the Black Sea Dimension must be geared to strengthening the 
existing forms of cooperation rather than creating new bureaucratic institutions;
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7. Bearing in mind the strategic partnership between the EU and states in the Black Sea 
region, stresses the importance of financing and coordinating investments for priority 
transport, energy and environment projects in the Black Sea region and recommends that 
states in the region use all available financial instruments to finance these projects 
(Cohesion Fund, European Regional Development Fund, Neighbourhood Investment 
Fund, Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument);

8. Draws attention to Russia's increasing activity in the Black Sea region; observes in this 
connection that the EU must make it clear that it regards as unacceptable any attempts to 
secure a monopoly over energy resources there and considers that ensuring direct access 
to resources is a legitimate Community interest and that the principles of free competition 
must be applied in formulating EU policy on this subject;

9. Calls for more active use of the European Neighbourhood Policy, launched in 2004, and 
notes that more attention should be given not only to bilateral but also to multilateral 
regional agreements.
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