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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

The European Parliament has been consistently calling for the liberalisation of the visa regime 
for the Western Balkan countries. This regime has never succeeded in its aim of preventing 
the criminal networks from crossing the borders; it has however hurt the ordinary people from 
the Balkans, not allowing them to see with their own eyes what the European Union stands for 
and to develop social and professional contacts with their counterparts in the EU Member 
States.

On 19 December 2009 three countries - Serbia, Montenegro and the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia - were given visa-free access to the EU. Albania and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina were not included in the initial proposal but they have recently made substantial 
efforts to fulfil the benchmarks in order to qualify for the same waiver. The current proposal 
to liberalise the visa regime for these countries acknowledges this progress and is an 
important step in extending the visa-free access to the whole region.

This process should not stop with the current proposal. Kosovo's citizens should not be left 
feeling isolated as the only peoples in the Western Balkans not being able to travel freely but 
visa facilitation and eventually visa liberalisation should also be extended to the country. 
Therefore, the Commission should start the visa dialogue with Kosovo so that the visa 
facilitation can be granted as soon as the authorities fulfil all the benchmarks.

******

The Committee on Foreign Affairs calls on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and 
Home Affairs, as the committee responsible, to propose approval of the Commission 
proposal.
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