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SUGGESTIONS
The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in its motion for a resolution:
1.
Recalls that the recent economic downturn has exposed a number of shortcomings and inconsistencies in the Single Market, which have had adverse implications for consumers' and citizens' confidence; acknowledges the budgetary constraints under which the Union is currently operating; asks for commitments and payments to reflect clear added value and maximum management efficiency, and better spending of the budget by providing adequate financial means aimed at supporting a strategy for smart and sustainable growth;

2.
Is convinced that consumer policy is a main priority for the European Union and the budget for this policy area should reflect this; in this regard, calls on the European Commission to pay all due attention to the particulars specified in the report on a new agenda for European consumer policy (2012/2133 (INI)) for 2014-2020 adopted by the European Parliament on 11 June 2013;

3.
Urges to keep the financial envelope initially proposed by the Commission within the Multiannual Financial Framework on the Consumer programme (i.e. EUR 197 000 000); considers necessary to use a limited amount of the "margin" foreseen for Heading 3 of Multiannual Financial Framework (i.e.  EUR 40 million over the entire period from the total margin available for Heading 3, EUR 686 900 000) to finance the multilingual tool for the ODR platform; recalls that this multilingual facility was agreed upon by the two co-legislators and adopted in the European Parliament legislative resolution of 12 March 2013 on the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on ODR; notes that the use of the margin devoted to the MFF Heading is in line with the draft Interinstitutional Agreement between the European Parliament, European Council and Commission on "the budgetary discipline, cooperation in budgetary matters and on sound financial management" (Part II, point B, paragraph 16);

4. 
Acknowledges the importance of the ‘Single Market Forum’ and calls for the extension of its Preparatory Action to the year 2014 (EUR 1 200 000 for both Commitment and Payment Appropriations); points out that this forum should be integrated into an ongoing campaign at Union level to raise awareness about consumer rights and interests;

5. 
Considers it important to establish a new Pilot Project on "Your Europe Travel (YET) Application for Mobile Devices" in order to offer general information on cross-border issues in any of the EU languages via a one-stop shop and to help travellers when they encounter problems while they are abroad and have limited access to information and advice services (EUR 650 000 for Commitment Appropriations and EUR 350 000 for Payment Appropriations); this project should provide practical information for consumers and focus on real-life, cross-border situations, on topics ranging from travel and visa information, passenger and consumer rights, health cards, payment systems, road signs and the European Consumer Centres (ECCs) that can provide assistance and advice in each EU country, Norway and Iceland;

6. 
Welcomes the increased financing of the Internal Market Governance tools (budget line N° 12 02 02); Emphasises that SOLVIT has proved its effectiveness in resolving problems affecting citizens; reiterates its support for the budget line on the single market instruments, takes the view that more efforts should be undertaken to better integrate SOLVIT into the range of assistance services and enforcement tools available at national and Union level;
7.
Believes that supporting the real economy should be a key priority for the EU; urges that the uptake of this financial support by SMEs be maximised;
8.
Points out that SMEs accounts for most of the output and employment in the private sector and that they are currently finding credit conditions particularly difficult in terms of loan guarantees, capital adequacy and changes in risk aversion impacts SME lending; calls, therefore, for Members States to keep the financial envelope for the COSME programme and to restore the budget line 02 01 04 01;
9.
Acknowledges the need to keep a balanced financial envelope for the Customs programme which should be at least equal to the amount laid down in the original Commission proposal, i.e. EUR 548 080 000; stresses the need to strengthen the original general objective of the programme to support the functioning of the customs union and to reinforce the internal market through new specific objectives and operational objectives.
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