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Introduction 

Transport infrastructure projects, including airport-related actions, are an important area of 

spending from the EU budget.  

The EU has spent over 4.5 billion euro on air transport related investments in the years 2000-

213 via the ERDF, the Cohesion Fund and the TEN-T programmes. Out of this sum 1.2 

billion euro was spent on airport-related investment in technologies and multi-modal 

connections and 500 million on studies and smaller infrastructure works in airports in non-

cohesion policy areas. This leaves 2.8 billion directly spent on airport infrastructure, out of 

which 75% of this sum went to four Member States: Spain (24%), Poland (21%), Italy (17%) 

and Greece (13%). 

The Court decided to audit 20 airports in the four above-mentioned countries and randomly 

chose Estonia as the fifth audited Member State. 

 

Is-sejbiet tal-Qorti Ewropea tal-Awdituri 

The ECA arrived at the conclusion that: 

 The EU-funded investments in airports produced poor value for money: too many 

airports (which were often in close proximity to each other) were funded and in many 

cases the EU-funded infrastructures were oversized; 

 A need for EU-funded investments in airport infrastructure could be demonstrated 

only for around half of the projects examined; 

 There were delays in construction and the final delivery of airport infrastructure in 17 

and cost overruns in 9 of the 20 airports examined; 

 More than half of the newly built or upgraded infrastructures were not fully used. In 

some cases, this was even so at peak hours; 

 The EU-funded investments did not always lead to anticipated results: actual 

passenger numbers fell significantly short of initial forecasts and only 10 out of 20 

airports succeeded in increasing their passenger numbers between 2007 and 2013. 

Improvement in customer service was in most cases not measured; there is the risk 

that they may need to be closed unless they receive continuous public financial 

support. This is particularly the case with small regional airports having fewer than 

100 000 passengers per year. 

 EU funding of airports is not well coordinated at national level and, in particular as 

regards Major Projects and Cohesion Fund Projects, is insufficiently supervised by the 

Commission. For projects selected by the Member States the Commission generally 

does not know which airports receive funding and how much they receive.  

 

ECA recommendations 

In light of its findings the ECA recommended that: 

1. The Commission should ensure during the 2014-2020 programme period that Member 

States only allocate EU funding to airport infrastructures in those airports which are 
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financially viable and for which investment needs had been properly assessed and 

demonstrated. This should be part of the approval and monitoring of Operational 

Programmes carried out by the Commission. 

2. The Member States should have coherent regional, national or supranational plans for 

airport development to avoid overcapacity, duplication and un-coordinated 

investments in airport infrastructures. 

 

Rakkomandazzjonijiet tar-rapporteur biex possibbilment jiġu inklużi fir-rapport ta' kwittanza 

tal-Kummissjoni għall-2013 

 

1.  Il-Kumitat għall-Kontroll tal-Baġit jirrikonoxxi li l-Kummissjoni diġà 

implimentat il-bidliet li jindirizzaw ħafna mill-kwistjonijiet spjegati f'dan ir-

rapport u b'mod ġenerali jappoġġa l-qafas regolatorju l-ġdid deskritt mill-

Kummissjoni. F'din il-prospettiva, qed jipproponi li l-Kummissjoni għandha 

tirrapporta lura lill-Kumitat dwar il-Kontroll Baġitarju fi żmien 12-il xhar dwar il-

progress li jkun sar fil-konfront ta' dawn ir-rakkomandazzjonijiet. 

 

2.  Il-Kumitat jappoġġa r-rakkomandazzjoni tal-Qorti li l-Istati Membri jkollhom 

pjanijiet koerenti għall-iżvilupp ta' ajruporti u jirrakkomanda li dawn il-pjanijiet 

jiġu approvati mill-Kummissjoni qabel ma jingħata finanzjament għal proġetti 

speċifiċi. Barra minn hekk, nirrakkomandaw li dawn il-pjanijiet reġjonali, 

nazzjonali jew supranazzjonali għandhom iqisu mhux biss it-trasport bl-ajru iżda 

anke trasport pubbliku ieħor b'ħinijiet ta' vvjaġġar simili għall-ħinijiet tat-titjiriet, 

inklużi t-trejnijiet u l-karozzi tal-linja, b'mod li tiġi evitata s-saturazzjoni tas-suq u 

tiżdied l-vijabilità tas-servizz. 

 

3.  Nirrakkomandaw li l-finanzjament jingħata biss lill-ajruporti li jkunu 

finanzjarjament vijabbli iżda ninnotaw it-tweġiba tal-Kummissjoni li tgħid li ċerti 

ajruporti reġjonali jridu jinżammu għal finijiet ta' komunikazzjoni għal reġjuni 

jew komunitajiet jew għall-awtoritajiet pubbliċi. F'dawn iċ-ċirkostanzi, jistgħu 

jiġu approvati mill-Kummissjoni każijiet speċjali fejn ikun ġie ppreżentat pjan ta' 

direzzjoni tan-negozju bħala parti minn strateġija nazzjonali usa' u 

finanzjarjament vijabbli. 

 

4.  Il-Kumitat jirrakkomanda li l-Kummissjoni teżamina l-proġetti ġodda kollha fid-

dawl ta' analiżi taż-żona tal-utenti potenzjali biex tiżgura l-vijabilità. 

 

5.  Il-Kummissjoni għandha tissorvelja mill-qrib, bħala prijorità, lill-Istati Membri 

identifikati fir-rapport li kellhom proġetti partikolarment problematiċi fl-

imgħoddi. 

 


