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SHORT JUSTIFICATION
The Youth Employment Initiative (YEI) is a European Union instrument that reinforces and accelerates measures to support the development of relevant skills and qualifications and reduce youth unemployment. In particular, YEI targets young people not in education, employment or training (NEET) in regions with a youth unemployment rate above 25 %.

Despite recent measures, EU-level youth unemployment is still above 20 % and the proportion of NEET is above 10 % in many Member States. Moreover, NEET rates remain higher for females than for males. To address this serious problem, the Commission has proposed an amendment of Regulation (EU) No 1304/2013 with a view to increasing the initial pre-financing from the specific allocation for the YEI to 30 %. 

The CULT Committee stresses that the measures taken at EU and Member State level in the framework of the YEI need to pay special attention to young people who are at greater risk of being NEET than others (those with low levels of education, with an immigration background, with disabilities or health issues etc.). It also emphasises that being NEET has severe adverse consequences for the individual, society and the economy as it may lead to social alienation, insecure and poor future employment, youth offending and mental and physical health problems. 

A sustainable employment tomorrow depends on investment in young people's education and training today and on reforms that make it easier for learners to move between different types and levels of learning and between learning and employment. Transversal skills such as entrepreneurship, digital competence and problem-solving, whether they are developed through formal, non-formal or informal learning, are particularly important in this context.

The CULT Committee welcomes this initiative of the Commission and supports its swift adoption and implementation. Therefore, the rapporteur for this opinion has decided not to propose any amendments to the Commission proposal to amend Regulation 1304/2013 on the European Social Fund, which inserts an article concerning an increase of the initial pre-financing amount paid to operational programmes supported by the YEI.
******
The Committee on Culture and Education calls on the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, as the committee responsible, to propose that Parliament adopts its position at first reading taking over the Commission proposal.
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