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Subject:
<TITRE>Petition 2807/2013 by Antonio Fabian Jiménez Jiménez (Spanish) on standardized recognition of all ALTE-based language diplomas throughout the EU</TITRE>
1.
Summary of petition
The petitioner makes a very detailed ‘universal’ case for a lack of automatic, and institutionalized, correspondence of academic titles throughout the EU. If on the one hand the signatory clearly highlights a situation that deals with ALTE-based (Association of Language Testers in Europe) language diplomas and especially when the subject happens to be a non-mainstream one. The ALTE system, it shall be noted here, founded by the University of Cambridge in conjunction with the University of Salamanca, relies entirely Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), thus making the courses administered under this system CEFR-compliant. The issue could therefore be framed simultaneously in the light of the ‘Bologna Process and Accords’ and of the Title V (49 - 55) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) especially art. 49 and 50.
2.
Admissibility
Declared admissible on 9 December 2014. Information requested from Commission under Rule 216(6).
3.
Commission reply, received on 30 March 2015
The Commission observes that competence for education and training, and thereby the question of equal treatment of diplomas carrying the ALTE Q-mark, rests with Member States, according to art. 165 TFEU. 

Furthermore, the Commission observes that the CEFR and underlying documents are adopted in the intergovernmental framework of the Council of Europe and that, as such, they do not pertain to the responsibilities of the European Union. 

The Commission would finally also observe that recognition matters in most Member States rest with individual higher education institutions in accordance with national legislation and the principle of autonomy of higher education institutions as agreed under the Bologna Process. In the remaining Member States, recognition matters rest with other competent recognition bodies. 

Purely as a measure in support of the policy making of Member States, the Commission has a multilingualism strategy which includes assessment of language skills. Together with the European Centre for Modern Languages of the Council of Europe, the Commission works on promoting the use of the CEFR framework for language testing in the national education systems of the Member States. The strategy includes monitoring progress through surveys on learning outcomes and mapping of testing methods by the Eurydice education network.   
Conclusion

Due to education and training being subject to national competence; due to the CEFR being under the responsibility of the Council of Europe; and due the principle of autonomy of higher education institutions under the Bologna Process, it is not possible for the Commission to intervene on behalf of the petitioner. 

The Commission will continue to support the issue of multilingualism in general through the Erasmus+ programme.
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