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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions into its motion for a resolution:

1.
Recalls that the cohesion policy represents the main EU investment policy in the real economy; highlights that in some Member States it is the main source of funding for investments developing synergies and having a multiplying effect in economic growth and job creation;
2.
Emphasises that the cohesion policy, which accounts for almost a third of the total EU budget, provides – through the European Structural and Investment Funds (ESI Funds) – the appropriate framework for meeting the smart, sustainable and inclusive growth objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

3.
Recalls that the annual breakdown of commitment appropriations for cohesion policy for 2016 accounts for more than EUR 46 billion (Annex VI of the Common Provisions Regulation), and underlines the imperative of ensuring coordination between all sources of funding with a view to creating added value and spurring long-term competitiveness;

4.
Is seriously concerned about the recurrent problem of the backlog of payments, especially under the cohesion policy, which creates a de facto debt in the EU budget, and stresses that there is a danger of perpetuating the ‘snow ball’ effect of accumulating unpaid invoices at year’s end unless a tangible and sustainable solution is found, as fast as possible, by the budgetary authority together with the Commission;
5.
Demands that the payment plan to be agreed between Parliament, the Council and the Commission, in line with the joint statement of December 2014 of the Parliament and of the Council in the framework of the agreement reached on 2014 and 2015 budgets, be implemented without any further delay; calls, to this end, for sufficient payment appropriations to be provided under heading 1b within the 2016 budget, with a view to decreasing the level of the backlog as much as possible by the end of the year; underlines the urgency of addressing this issue in a proper way, as the situation of outstanding payments undermines the credibility, effectiveness and sustainability of the policy.
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