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CONT_PV(2015)0617_1
MINUTES
Meeting of 17 June 2015, 9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30
BRUSSELS
The meeting opened at 09h02 on Wednesday, 17 June 2015, with Ingeborg Gräßle (Chair) presiding.

17 June 2015, 9.00 – 9.59
1.
Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted.

2.
Chair’s announcements

The Chair drew the attention of the Members to the announcements in the CONT News. See Issue 12 attached to these minutes.

3.
Approval of minutes of meeting of:

23-24 March 2015
PV – PE554.855v01-00


26 March 2015
PV – PE554.882v01-00


13-14 April 2015
PV – PE554.781v01-00


4-5 May 2015
PV – PE557.140v01-00


5 May 2015
PV – PE557.142v01-00

4.
Appointment of a Member of the Court of Auditors - Bettina Michelle Jakobsen

CONT/8/03433

	Rapporteur:
	Igor Šoltes (Verts/ALE)
	PR – PE557.313v01-00



Hearing of Bettina Michelle Jakobsen, candidate nominated by the Danish authorities
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Bettina Michelle Jakobsen, Igor Šoltes, Inés Ayala Sender, Petri Sarvamaa, Dennis de Jong, Tomáš Zdechovský, Ryszard Czarnecki

* * *

17 June 2015, 9.59 – 10.18 (in camera)

5.
Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft report

* * *

17 June 2015, 10.18 – 12.37
6.
Possible evolutions and adjustments of the current institutional set up of the European Union

CONT/8/03370

	Rapporteur for the opinion:
	Petri Sarvamaa (PPE)

	Responsible:
	AFCO – 
	Guy Verhofstadt (ALDE)



Exchange of views with Guy Verhofstadt, AFCO Rapporteur for the INI report entitled "Possible evolutions and adjustments of the current institutional set up of the European Union"
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Petri Sarvamaa, Guy Verhofstadt, Inés Ayala Sender, Georgi Pirinski, Igor Šoltes

7.
European Fund for Strategic Investments

CONT/8/02947

	Rapporteur for the opinion:
	Michael Theurer (ALDE)

	Responsible:
	BUDG, ECON* – 
	José Manuel Fernandes
(PPE)
Udo Bullmann (S&D)



Reporting by the rapporteur on the on-going interinstitutional negotiations
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Michael Theurer, Inés Ayala Sender, Petri Sarvamaa, Markus Pieper
8.
Financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union

CONT/8/00627

	Rapporteur for the opinion:
	Tamás Deutsch (PPE)

	Responsible:
	BUDG – 
	Ingeborg Gräßle (PPE)



Reporting by the rapporteur on the on-going interinstitutional negotiations
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Inés Ayala Sender

9.
General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2016 - all sections

CONT/8/03633

	Rapporteur for the opinion:
	Ingeborg Gräßle (PPE)



Consideration of draft opinion

Deadline for tabling amendments: 4 September 2015, 12.00
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Inés Ayala Sender, Dennis de Jong

10.
CONT delegation to Greece (24-25 September 2015)

CONT/8/01484

	Head of delegation:
	Ingeborg Gräßle (PPE)



Exchange of views on the preparation of the delegation
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Sabine Bourdy (European commission - DG REGIO), Daniele Dotto (Task force Greece)

11.
Fight against fraud to the Union's financial interests by means of criminal law - 2012/0193(COD)

CONT/8/01132

	Rapporteur:
	Ingeborg Gräßle (PPE)
	



Reporting by the rapporteur on the on-going interinstitutional negotiations
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle

* * *

17 June 2015, 15.00 – 16.05 (in camera)

12.
Follow-up to the 2013 Discharge to the Commission
CONT/8/03663


Exchange of views with the Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for Budget and Human Resources, Kristalina Georgieva
* * *

17 June 2015, 16.05 – 17.20 
13.
2013 Discharge - European Institute of Innovation and Technology Agency (EIT)

CONT/8/03660

	Rapporteur:
	Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)
	



Exchange of views with Martin Kern, Director of EIT, and Adam Rottenbacher, responsible EIT staff member for external audit coordination and discharge preparation
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Martin Kern, Tomáš Zdechovský, Inés Ayala Sender, Ryszard Czarnecki

14.
2013 Discharge - ARTEMIS and ENIAC Joint Undertakings

CONT/8/03661

	Rapporteur:
	Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)
	



Exchange of views with Andreas Wild, Executive Director of ECSEL Joint Undertaking
Speakers: Ingeborg Gräßle, Andreas Wild, Ryszard Czarnecki, Marian-Jean Marinescu, Inés Ayala Sender

* * *

17 June 2015, 17.20 – 18.40 (in camera)
15.
Coordinators’ meeting


The summary of the Coordinators’ recommendations, as sent to Members of the CONT 

Committee on 30 June 2015 is annexed to these minutes. Coordinators' recommendations and the decision on the written procedure (items O and P) are endorsed by the Committee.

16.
Any other business

None.

17.
Next meetings

13 July 2015, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)


14 July 2015, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)
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1.
Agenda

The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members on 10 June 2015 and is in the file for this meeting. 

2.
Chair’s announcements

The Chairman draws attention to the following points:

Languages available

FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, DA, ES, HU, CS, PL, SL, RO
Webstreaming

The CONT meeting is web streamed on the Europarl web-site. 

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the microphone to make an intervention, the camera will be automatically directed to the speaker.

3.
Approval of minutes of CONT meeting:

The following minutes are published on the CONT website:


23-24 March 2015, 


26 March 2015, 


13-14 April 2015,


4-5 May 2015,


5 May 2015.

Minutes were e-mailed to CONT Members on 9 June 2015.

If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, the minutes will be deemed to be approved.

Please be aware that the summary of the recommendations concerning the CONT Coordinators' meeting held on 24 March 2015, 14 April 2015 and 5 May 2015 are attached to the corresponding minutes and were endorsed by the Committee by written procedure.
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4.
Appointment of a Member of the Court of Auditors - Bettina Michelle Jakobsen

Hearing of Bettina Michelle Jakobsen, candidate nominated by the Danish authorities

[image: image1.png]


Rapporteur: Igor Šoltes (Verts/ALE)

Administrator: Mauro de Oliveira

Background

The Members of the Court of Auditors shall be appointed for a term of six years. In accordance with Article 286(2) of the TFEU the Council, after consulting the European Parliament shall adopt the list of Members drawn up in accordance with the proposals made by each Member State.

The following candidate has been proposed by Denmark: Bettina Michelle Jakobsen

Appointments to the ECA are submitted to Parliament's plenary on the basis of a report from CONT, which takes into account, among others circumstances, Article 286(1) of the TFEU: "the Members of the Court of Auditors shall be chosen from among persons who belong or have belonged in their respective States to external audit bodies or who are especially qualified for this office. Their independence must be beyond doubt."

A. Procedure

According to Rule 121 (1) of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, "candidates nominated as Members of the Court of Auditors shall be invited to make a statement before the committee responsible and answer questions put by members. The committee shall vote on each nomination separately by secret ballot."

I. Questionnaires and statements

In preparation for the hearing, the candidate has been asked to answer the questionnaire prepared by CONT. Following the coordinators' suggestions, the questions in the questionnaire were those used in the 2014 hearings.

II. The hearing

The hearing will take place according to the timetable set out in the draft agenda.  The candidate will be invited to make an opening statement (5 minutes) and the remainder of his hearing will be devoted to replies to questions from Members (45 minutes).

III. Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft report

Once the hearing has been completed, the committee will hold an evaluation of the candidate and then proceed to vote on the appointment of the candidate in question. Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft report will be in camera.

According to Rule 121, the committee shall vote by secret ballot. Members should indicate for each candidate whether they give a favourable opinion, a negative opinion or abstain.

In accordance with Rule 182 (4), between two and eight Members shall be chosen by lot to count the votes cast. The discussion and vote in plenary is scheduled to take place in the July session.

B. The reports

The format of opinions on candidates for membership of the Court of Auditors is defined as follows
:

a)
"a) each recommendation on each nomination shall be submitted in the form of a report, to be adopted on the basis of a majority of the votes cast, with the report merely indicating the nomination;

b)
(b) the report shall consist of: 

i.

citations summarising the circumstances of the referral to Parliament; 

ii.

recitals outlining the procedure to the competent committee; 

iii.

operative text which may only consist of a favourable opinion or an unfavourable opinion;

c)
(c) citations and recitals shall not be put to the vote;"

These strict rules on procedures, before the Committee on Budgetary Control and in plenary sitting, adopted by Parliament do not allow any amendments to be tabled to the draft report.

The draft report will be finalised, according to the outcome of the evaluation and the vote in committee. The candidate's curriculum vitæ and the answers to CONT questionnaire shall be annexed to the report (or summary for candidates for reappointment). The draft report in EN was emailed to Members on 4 of June 2015. The report for plenary will state that Parliament delivers either a favourable or a negative opinion on the appointment of the candidate.

Draft timetable: 

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Hearing of the candidate and adoption of the draft report
	CONT
	17/06/2015

	Plenary vote
	CONT
	07/07/ 2015
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5.
Evaluation, votes and adoption of draft report 
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6.
Possible evolutions and adjustments of the current institutional set up of the European Union

Exchange of views with Guy Verhofstadt, AFCO Rapporteur for the INI report entitled "Possible evolutions and adjustments of the current institutional set up of the European Union"

Rapporteur for the opinion: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP)

Administrator: Tereza Pinto de Rezende
Main committee: AFCO

Guy Verhofstadt is the Constitutional Affairs Committee (AFCO) Rapporteur for a possible future revision of the Treaty (TFEU). The CONT committee invited him to have an exchange of views on possible updates of the Treaty with regard to the discharge exercise foreseen in article 319 of TFEU, in order to ensure coherence with existing secondary legislation on the matter. 

7.
European Fund for Strategic Investments
[image: image10.jpg]



Reporting by the rapporteur on the on-going interinstitutional negotiations

Rapporteur for the opinion: Michael Theurer (ALDE)

Administrator: Philippe Godts
Main committee: BUDG and ECON
After 9 trilogue meetings the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission found a political agreement on the above mentioned draft regulation. 

The final version of the text has been circulated to CONT Members on 2 June 2015.

The main concerns expressed by CONT in its opinion had been taken on board in particular as regards the mandate of the European Court of Auditors and the application of the financial regulation.
8.
Financial rules applicable to the general budget of the Union
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Reporting by the rapporteur on the on-going interinstitutional negotiations

Rapporteur for the opinion: Tamás Deutsch (EPP)

Administrator: Philippe Godts

Main committee: BUDG
3 trilogue meetings took place at political level as regards the abovementioned proposal. CONT concerns were initially declared out of scope by the Council. Nevertheless some progres has been noted recently.

9.
General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2016 - all sections
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Consideration of draft opinion

Rapporteur for the opinion: Ingeborg Gräßle (EPP)
Administrator: Philippe Godts

Main committee: BUDG
In her draft opinion CONT Chair urges in particular the Commission to prepare and publish annually a long range cash flow forecast that would assist stakeholders in assessing future payment requirements and budgetary priorities. She asks the Commission that the budget of OLAF Supervisory Committee be specified in a separate line of the OLAF budget for 2016 and to report to the European Parliament on measures and achievements to combat youth unemployment implemented with European financial means. She also asks the Commission to be more transparent as to the use of financial engineering instruments.

The draft opinion will be sent to CONT Members as soon as available.

Draft timetable: 

	Event
	Body
	Date

	Consideration of the draft opinion
	CONT
	17/06/2015

	Deadline for amendments
	CONT
	04/09/2015

	Adoption of the draft opinion
	CONT
	22/09/2015


10.
CONT delegation to Greece (24-25 September 2015)

Exchange of views on the preparation of the delegation

Head of the delegation: Ingeborg Gräßle (EPP)
Administrator: Michal Czaplicki

The Committee decided to organise a delegation to Greece in order to monitor the projects highlighted by the "Task Force for Greece" as problematic. Greece has a long history of EU-funded projects which were not fully completed within the given timeline and had to be either prolonged or paid back. The Committee's delegation aims at trying to better understand the source of the Greek problems. 

During the visit the delegation will monitor six projects: 


the construction of the Thessaloniki metro (1200 mln EUR of EU funds), 


the rehabilitation of the Karla Lake (42 mln EUR), 


the construction of Central Greece (E65) motorway - part Xiniada-Trikala (900 mln EUR), 


the completion of the new double high-speed railway line Tithorea-Lianokladi-Domokos (930 mln EUR), 


the e-ticket system in Attica (35 mln EUR), 


the Greek cadastre (28 mln EUR) and national register (42 mln EUR).

The delegation will consist of 12 Members (4 EPP, 3 S-D, 2 ECR, 1 MEP of each of the other political groups). The languages of the delegation will be English, German and Greek (TBC).

A technical meeting of the Members travelling to Greece is planned to take place on 3 September 2015.
11.
Fight against fraud to the Union's financial interests by means of criminal law - 2012/0193(COD)
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Reporting by the rapporteur on the on-going interinstitutional negotiations

[image: image14.jpg]


Rapporteur: Ingeborg Gräßle (EPP)
Administrator: Tereza Pinto de Rezende

A trilogue meeting took place on Tuesday 2 June to discuss the outstanding core issues of the Directive. Those issues are the inclusion of VAT fraud in the scope of the directive (article 2), a specific provision on public procurement fraud (article 4, 1), the sanctions for natural persons, thresholds for the damages or advantages and the organised crime as an aggravating circumstance (articles 7 and 8) and the prescription periods for the PIF offences. No agreement was found on any of those particular matters.
*

*
*

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



12.
Follow-up to the 2013 Discharge to the Commission
Exchange of views with the Vice-President of the European Commission responsible for Budget and Human Resources, Kristalina Georgieva

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



13.
2013 Discharge - European Institute of Innovation and Technology Agency (EIT)

Exchange of views with Martin Kern, Director of EIT, and Adam Rottenbacher, responsible EIT staff member for external audit coordination and discharge preparation

Rapporteur: Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)

Administrator:  Hrvoje Svetic

Following the recommendation made by CONT in its first report, the European Parliament postponed on 29 April 2015 its decision on granting the discharge to the Director of the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) for the financial year 2013. In its resolution accompanying the decision of postponement Parliament set out the reasons for postponement and called for a report on steps taken in order to redress the identified shortcomings. In particular, the Parliament has noted, inter alia, the combined error rate regarding the audit issues and material procurement errors between 2% and 3% of total 2013 expenditure, which is above the materiality threshold of 2%, the insufficient quality of ex ante and ex post verifications as well as irregular public procurement procedures.

To allow the Parliament to take an informed decision, the Rapporteur has invited the EIT's director to the hearing in order to present the state of play on the steps taken in order to remedy the issues identified by the Parliament.

It is proposed that the hearing shall proceed as follows:


Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, 


EIT's Director, Mr Martin Kern, will reply to this introduction,


The CONT Rapporteur, Ryszard Czarnecki, will put questions to Mr Kern and the Court, followed by the questions from the Shadow Rapporteurs and other Members,


Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.
14.
2013 Discharge - ARTEMIS and ENIAC Joint Undertakings


Exchange of views with Andreas Wild, Executive Director of ECSEL Joint Undertaking
Rapporteur: Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR)

Administrator:  Michal Czaplicki
Following the recommendation made by CONT in its first report, the European Parliament postponed on 29 April 2015 its decision on granting the discharge to the Directors of the ARTEMIS and ENIAC Joint Undertaking for the financial year 2013. In its resolution accompanying the decision of postponement Parliament set out the reasons for postponement and called for a report on steps taken in order to redress the identified shortcomings. In particular, the Parliament has noted, inter alia, that the Court for the third consecutive year issued a qualified opinion questioning the ex post audit strategy with respect to the legality and regularity of the transactions of the ENIAC JU. ARTEMIS JU on the other hand failed to respect the 2014 recommendations of the discharge authority and did not adopt a comprehensive policy for the prevention and management of conflicts of interests.

To allow the Parliament to take an informed decision, the Rapporteur has invited the ECSEL's director (in 2014 ARTEMIS and ENIAC have been merged and are now part of ECSEL JU) to the hearing in order to present the state of play on the steps taken in order to remedy the issues identified by the Parliament.

It is proposed that the hearing shall proceed as follows:


Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, 


ECSEL's Director, Mr Andreas Wild, will reply to this introduction,


The CONT Rapporteur, Ryszard Czarnecki, will put questions to Mr Wild and the Court, followed by the questions from the Shadow Rapporteurs and other Members,


Closing remarks by the CONT Rapporteur.

*

*
*
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15.
Coordinators’ meeting
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Summary of Recommendations

ITEMS FOR DECISION

A.
Preparation of the Inter-Institutional OLAF Dialogue (IIOD)
On 5 June the Parliament, the Council and the Commission met at administrative level to discuss the possible agenda of the next IIOD, which will take place on 28 September 2015 as of 17 h.

1.
The following agenda items were proposed:

A.
The strategic priorities for OLAF's investigative policies
(assessment of the effectiveness of the 2014/2015 Investigative Policy Priorities (IPP), consequences for the 2016 IPPs)

B.
The relations between OLAF and the competent authorities in Member States, other countries and international organisations
(OLAF-Member States relationship, effectiveness of OLAF external investigations, Anti-fraud Coordination Services (AFCOS), administrative cooperation arrangements,  the 2014 Annual Activity Reports, improving reporting

C.
The working relationship between OLAF and the OLAF-SC
The Coordinators accepted Point A) of the draft agenda. At the same time they proposed that the order of points B) and C) be inverted, as the current point B) was considered to be mainly a reporting and not so much a discussion point. They suggested also that the original point C) be called "The 2014 Annual Activity Reports of OLAF and the OLAF-SC".

During the meeting individual speaking time should be limited and the limits strictly respected, with the view to facilitating a real dialogue.

Furthermore the coordinators would like the services of the three institutions to continue drafting a "summary of discussions", as it was done after last year's meeting. They considered that such a common and agreed summary would facilitate, during the ensuing year, to take into account the opinions expressed during the IIOD, pursuant to Article 16 (4) of the OLAF Regulation

Finally, the Coordinators emphasised again that the Presidency of the IIOD should rotate among the three institutions.

B.
Appointment procedure for a new Supervisory Committee (SC) of the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) 
Concerning the formulation of linguistic requirements in the call for the expression of interest for a position in the OLAF SC, the Coordinators, following the advice of the Parliament's Legal Service, did not consider appropriate that a published call for the expression of interest do not make available all relevant information to the applicant in the text itself. 

By consequence, they did not agree with the last proposal of the Council's and the Commission's Legal Services since the Art 7(2) of OLAF SC's Rules of Procedure did not precise the working languages of the Supervisory Committee. 

C.
Hearing on "The use of EU funds in Member States in partnership with companies (contractors or subcontractors) outside of a given Member State" 

The Coordinators took note of the proposal from the Green Group to invite a speaker from the "Budapest Institute" and endorsed the outline for the hearing.

D.
Attribution of two Special Reports of the European Court of Auditors 

Following a draw the reports were attributed to:


EPP Group: Special Report on "Quality of Excessive Deficit Procedure and macro-economic data and effectiveness of the Commission’s tighter surveillance of economic and fiscal policies" 


ALDE Group: Special Report on "Greek Task Force; Was the Commission’s intervention in the Greek financial crisis effective?" 

Coordinators held that any subsequent Committee tasks should be attributed following the existing list of sectors.

E.
Interinstitutional working group on Performance Budgeting 
Representatives of EPP, ALDE, GUE, and Greens Groups are of the opinion that CONT should be represented at the Working Group by its Chair. 

The S&D Coordinator noted that the political groups will have to take a decision on the Member representing CONT and BUDG at the Working Group as this is what is also asked for in the letter sent by both chairs, BUDG and CONT to President Martin Schulz (see Annex IV).

F.
JURI Working Group on Administrative Law 
The coordinators agreed to have the Chair as CONT representative participating in the working group.

G.
Report of Jean-Paul Jacqué on the EULEX Kosovo mandate implementation 

- Rapporteur: Monica Macovei (EPP)
The coordinators supported the proposal to hold an exchange of views with the EEAS representative and Professor Jacqué. All the Coordinators considered that this exchange of views has to be organizing in September jointly with AFET Committee.

The S&D Coordinator was in favour to have a "Joint-enlarged bureau-in camera meeting", as suggested by the EEAS, and considered that who is participating on behalf of the EEAS should be decided by the EEAS.
H.
Workshop on "How to achieve more reliable and transparent accounting systems: How to design European Public Sector Accounting Standards (EPSAS) for better implementation of the EU budget in the Member States"


Date of the workshop: Thursday 1st October 2015 (am)


Rapporteur: Inge Gräßle (EPP)


The Coordinators adopted the final programme with the following modifications: S&D group will recommend one extra speaker and Mr Vaughan (S&D) will chair the second panel on “Public sector in Member States, challenges for national administrations related to EPSAS implementation and added value for Europe.”

I.
Workshop on financial consequences of harassment cases in the European Institutions 


Date of the workshop: Tuesday 22 September (pm)

The Coordinators approved the draft programme. A possible third speaker to be proposed by S&D Group will be communicated to the Coordinators in due time by the CONT Secretariat.

J.
Refusal by the Conference of Presidents to send a CONT delegation to Washington


The Coordinators decided to reconsider the request for a delegation to Washington globally among the CONT delegations for 2016.
K.
CONT's Working documents on the Court of Auditors's Special reports

This item was POSTPONED to the next Coordinators' meeting

L.
CONT suggestions for the 2016 Work Programme of the ECA

On the basis of the proposals received from the Chair and the political groups (two proposals each), the Coordinators endorsed the CONT’s priorities to be sent by email to COORDLEG Secretariat (Mr Buzek). S&D group considered that the Chair’s proposals should be counted as part of the EPP’s group proposals.


Landscape review: Reform of CAP


Agriculture: the complexity of the legislation in force in relation to the risk of errors 


Country specific reports 


Audit of the 7th Framework programme of research


Short overview of the effects of the 2014 reform of the EU staff regulation, including  implementation of articles 44 ff. (promotion) and the 5% staff cut (article 6)


Comprehensive audit of the European Court of Justice including a comparison of the ECJ's efficiency with other Member States supreme courts (Follow-up of the 2012 discharge where the Court was requested to carry out that benchmark study)


Performance: benchmarks, auditing system (Structural funds)  


EIB Project Financing


ECA should focus on those policies and institutions where their performance had already been found lacking or where the estimated added value of the report is significant


ECA should also focus mainly on performance audit (Economy, Efficiency and Effectiveness) incorporating in its audits the 3 new E's: Ecology, Equality and Ethics.

M.
CONT Delegations and hearings for 2016
The Coordinators were invited to reflect on these two points (hearings and delegations for 2016) and submit their proposals for discussion at the next Coordinators' meeting of 22 September.

N.
Follow-up of the 2012 Commission discharge (request of OLAF document D/000955)   
At the request of the S&D Group this item is POSTPONED and will be discussed at the next Coordinators' meeting.

ITEMS WHICH COULD BE DECIDED 

BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE: 

O.
Invitation of the Directors of Joint Undertakings 

The EPP, GUE/NGL and Green/EFA group agreed to invite the directors of IMI, ITER and FCH Joint Undertakings and to submit written questionnaires to the Joint Undertakings as a follow up of the 2013 discharge. S&D group considered that the Joint Undertakings should be invited only after the start and in the framework of the preparation of the up-coming 2014 discharge. The ECR and EFDD groups didn’t comment. 

P.
Whistleblowers 


Alleged non-payment of experts contracted within the framework of a project financed by the "Instrument for Pre-Accession" in Turkey 

The Coordinators endorsed the proposed draft reply to Mr Cutz informing him that OLAF decided not to open an investigation in 2014 and to dismiss the case. 

Altus Case 

The Coordinators agreed to send an invitation to Mr Walter Defaa, Director General of DG REGI in order to inform the Coordinators on this case in an “in camera” meeting.

European Funds on the Capo Colonna archaeological site in Crotone (Italy) 

The Coordinators agreed to send the information collected on this case to OLAF and to follow-up on the case in due time.


CARA Mineo refugee center in Sicily

The Coordinators agreed to send the information collected on this case to OLAF and to follow-up on the case in due time.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
Q.
Article from the EU Observer entitled "MEPs trade fraud allegations over assistants" 

The Coordinators took note of the Article from the EU Observer entitled "MEPs trade fraud allegations over assistants".

R.
Tobacco Agreements 
On 16 June 2015 the Secretariat sent to Members the replies received from VP Georgieva on the questions sent following the in-camera exchange of views held in CONT (on 5 May).

S.
CONT Opinion to AFCO on "Improving the functioning of the European Union building on the potential of the Lisbon Treaty" 
The EPP Group has been invited to appoint a rapporteur for opinion (this falls under sector 2 "Good governance in the European Union: internal reform of the Commission and related issues")

T.
Annual Visit to the European Court of Auditors in Luxembourg 

The Coordinators are invited to indicate, before 3 July, participating Members and possible items for the agenda of the annual meeting with the Court of Auditors.

U.
Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council on the achievement of the objectives of the Hercule II programme 

The Hercule II programme, adopted for the period 2007-13, was established to promote activities designed to strengthen EU action with regard to the prevention and combating of fraud affecting the financial interests of the Union, including the fight against cigarette smuggling and counterfeiting.  

According to the Decision establishing the Programme, 'by 31 December 2014 the Commission (OLAF) shall present to the European Parliament and to the Council a report on the achievement of the objectives of the programme'. The Coordinators will find in Annex XIX the report (the delay in the adoption of the report (which dates from 27.05.2015) is due to the restructuring of the services of the European Commission at the end of 2014).

The Commission commissioned this evaluation to an external contractor (Ramboll Management Consulting) that concluded that the Programme 'reached the objectives which it set out to achieve and thus [...] delivered its intended impact'. However, it identified some areas for improvement, in particular promoting more staff exchanges between administrations, enhancing the access to databases purchased through the Programme, encouraging the sharing experiences and best practices, guaranteeing that the same type of data is provided to adequately assess the performance of the programme and to improve the cooperation between the Commission's services in order to benefit from synergies between similar programmes and to prevent overlaps.

V.
Documents on referrals since the last meeting (Annex I)
The Coordinators took note of the documents listed in Annex III to this Summary, together with recommendations from the CONT Secretariat.

W.
Any other business

X.
Time and date of next Coordinators' meeting


14 July am in Brussels

ANNEX I
ANNEX TO THE DRAFT AGENDA
Coordinators' meeting
Wednesday, 17 June 2015, 17h15 - 18h30

Room: József Antall (JAN) 4Q1

	Subject
	Description/remarks

	Documents received relating to the 2014 discharge

	The 2015 Initial Administrative Budget and the 2014 1st Amended Administrative Budget of the Research Executive Agency (REA)
	Secretariat proposal: 

will be taken into consideration in the 2014 discharge to the Commission for which Martina Dlabajová (ALDE Group) was appointed as a rapporteur

	Statement of revenue and expenditure for the Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME) for the financial year 2015 and Amending budget 2014 (Article 20 of Commission Regulation (EC) No 1653/2004 as amended by Commission Regulation (EC) No 651/2008)
	

	Report on Budgetary and Financial Management of the European Court of Auditors for the financial year 2014
	Secretariat proposal: 

will be taken into consideration in the 2014 discharge to the Other Institutions for which Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR Group) was appointed as a rapporteur

	Report from the Commission - Progress report on the implementation of the Common Approach on EU decentralised agencies - COM(2015)0179 final
	Secretariat proposal: 

will be taken into consideration in the 2014 discharge to the Agencies for which Derek Vaughan (S&D Group) was appointed as a rapporteur

	General Report 2014 of the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
	

	Report on Budgetary and Financial management accompanying the European Institute of Innovation and Technology's (EIT) annual accounts for the financial year 2014
	

	Annual Report 2014 of the European Agency for Safety and Health at work (EU-OSHA) and Authorizing Officer's Annual Activity Report 2014 including Governing Board Assessment and analysis of the Authorising Officer's Annual Activity Report
	


	2014 discharge : ECA special reports

	Special Report No 4/2015 on "Technical assistance: what contribution has it made to agriculture and rural development?"

Responsible: CONT
	Karin Kadenbach (S&D Group) was appointed as rapporteur for this report

	Special Report No 5/2015 on "Are financial instruments a successful and promising tool in rural development area?"

Responsible: CONT
	Jens Geier (S&D Group) was appointed as rapporteur for this report

	Other procedures

	Main

	Consultation of the European Parliament on the appointment of Mrs Bettina Michelle Jakobsen as Danish member of the Court of Auditors with effect from 1 January 2014

Responsible: CONT
	Igor Šoltes (Greens Group) was appointed as rapporteur for this report

	Documents received for information

	Report from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council - Report on the achievement of the objectives of the Hercule II Programme COM(2015)0221 final
	See item U of the Coordinators' note

	Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions - Better regulation for better results - An EU agenda - COM(2015)0215 final, SWD(2015)0110 final and SWD(2015) 0111 final
	In principle these documents do not require a special follow-up by CONT and are indicated for information.

	Opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee entitled "An Investment Plan for Europe"adopted on 19 March 2015
	

	Reasoned opinion of the Swedish Parliament (Riksdag) on the Proposal for a Council Directive amending Directive 2011/16/EU as regards mandatory automatic exchange of information in the field of taxation COM(2015)0135 -  2015/0068 (CNS) - SWD(2015)0060 final 
	

	Decision No. 080/15 of 23 March 2015 the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) on the nomination of Mr Stavros Giaprakis as an accountant of the EESC
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Next meetings





13 July 2015, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)


14 July 2015, 9.00 – 12.30  and 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)





See also the � HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/calendar.html" �2015 calendar of meetings� for future meetings





Watch live


Watch the CONT committee meeting live on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule" �EP web site� or on � HYPERLINK "http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx" �Europarl TV�





Paperless Programme 


Meeting documents: In light of the European Parliament's paperless project please bear in mind that only a very limited number of paper dossiers will be available in the meeting room.





(internal users only)


Access CONT committee meeting documents on � HYPERLINK "http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/" \l "help" �eMeeting� or any CONT committee information on � HYPERLINK "http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg" �eCommittee�





For further information


Contact the � HYPERLINK "mailto:cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu" �CONT Secretariat� or visit the � HYPERLINK "mailto:http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html" �website� of the CONT committee








� Parliament's resolution of 4 February 2014 






