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<Date>{30/06/2015}30.6.2015</Date>
<TitreType>NOTICE TO MEMBERS</TitreType>
Subject:
<TITRE>Petition 2664/2013 by Gabriel Nsé Obiang and others, on political refugees from Guinea in Spain on behalf of the Collectivo de refugiado de Guinea Ecuatorial en Espana [Collective of refugees from Equatorial Guinea], bearing 6 signatures. </TITRE>
1.
Summary of petition
<TEXTE>The petition is signed by a group of political organisations of political exiles from Equatorial Guinea, who, in condemning the repressive policies of Theodore Biang Nguema Mbasogo’s government, request that the voluntary repatriation should be guaranteed of a group of political refugees from Equatorial Guinea, of whom a list of names is attached.

This right is also guaranteed by the Declaration of Human Rights and Article 13 in particular. The starting point for voluntary repatriation must be a guarantee of conditions of safety and respect for the human rights of the refugees, primarily that of their liberty and physical integrity</TEXTE>
2.
Admissibility
Declared admissible on 24 November 2014. Information requested from Commission under Rule 216(6).
3.
Commission reply, received on 30 June 2015
Since the petition was signed in October 2013, a number of developments occurred in Equatorial Guinea.  Although it cannot be said that they have resolved all issues raised, they have nevertheless to be taken into account. 

In November 2014, a national political dialogue took place in Malabo. The EU observed the dialogue through its Member States represented in the country (the EU does not have a delegation in Equatorial Guinea). This was the fifth open dialogue organized by the President. In contrast with previous dialogues, on this occasion the event was open to all political actors including the diaspora. 

Before the dialogue took place the President of Equatorial Guinea announced by decree a general political amnesty for exiled opposition figures. It is understood that a number of political opponents or members of the diaspora communities took this opportunity to return home. 

Although no mediation was allowed at the national dialogue (leading to the fact that some opposition parties left the table) a final agreement was signed by participants which accepts the creation and legalisation of political parties and is more flexible on the rules for candidacy in elections.  

Following this national dialogue, the EU will in particular look into the activities of the "Comisión de Vigilancia y Seguridad y seguimiento del Pacto Nacional Vinculante" on which depends the implementation of the agreements. The EU will continue to encourage the government and all parties to pursue a constructive dialogue in order to maintain the democratization process of the country and to ensure the interests of all stakeholders are taken into account. 

The EU has been passing messages underlining the need for inclusiveness since the beginning of the process and fully agrees that diaspora needs to be part of any sustainable solution in Equatorial Guinea. 

In other areas, an official moratorium on the death penalty was announced by Equatorial Guinea in 2014 to access the CPLP (Community of Portuguese speaking countries). This positive step can contribute to reassure the diaspora.

Conclusion

The EU institutions will continue to dedicate full attention to the situation of human rights in Equatorial Guinea and to speak out against abuses where these occur.  The EU addresses human rights issues with the authorities at every possible opportunity and acts when necessary.
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