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MINUTES 

Meeting of 11 January 2016, 15.00-18.30, 

and 14 January 2016, 9.00-12.30 

BRUSSELS 

The meeting opened at 15.10 on Monday, 11 January 2016, with Iskra Mihaylova (Chair) 

presiding. 

 

 

1. Adoption of agenda     

 REGI_OJ (2016)0111_1 

 

The agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes. 

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of: 

 12 November 2015 PV – PE572.894v01-00 

 30 November 2015 - 1 December 2015 PV – PE572.915v01-00 

The minutes were approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements 

 

The Chair wished Happy New Year to everyone present. 

 

The Chair reported that the Dutch Presidency of the Council had sent the first draft of the Pact 

of Amsterdam on the urban agenda to a number of Members, inviting them to contribute to 

the development of this text. She said that she would participate in the informal ministerial 

meeting on 30 May and would speak about the urban agenda text on behalf of REGI 

committee. Members were, of course, also free to send their comments to the NL presidency, 

but in a strictly personal capacity.  

4. European Semester for economic policy coordination: Annual Growth Survey 

2016 
 REGI/8/04851 

  2015/2285(INI)  
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Rapporteur 

for the 

opinion: 

Iskra Mihaylova (ALDE) PA – PE573.188v01-00 

Responsible: ECON* –  Maria João Rodrigues (S&D) PR – PE572.914v01-00 

 Consideration of draft opinion 

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 18 January 2016 at 17.00 

 

The Chair introduced her draft opinion and responded to points made by Members. 

 

Speakers: Iskra Mihaylova, Peter Simon, Maria Spyraki, Rosa D'Amato, Lambert van 

Nistelrooij, Andrea Cozzolino, Monika Vana, John Walsh (EC). 

5. The activities, impact and added value of the European Globalisation Adjustment 

Fund between 2007 and 2014 
 REGI/8/04847 

  2015/2284(INI) COM(2015)0355 

Rapporteur 

for the 

opinion: 

Tamás Deutsch (PPE) PA – PE572.895v01-00 

Responsible: EMPL* –  Marian Harkin (ALDE)  

 Consideration of draft opinion 

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 21 January 2016 at 12.00 

Mr van Nistelrooij, who replaced Mr Deutsch, introduced the draft opinion and responded to 

points made by Members. 

Speakers: Lambert van Nistelrooij, Liliana Rodrigues, Andrew Lewer, Ivan Jakovčić, Monika 

Vana, Josu Juaristi Abaunz, Rosa D'Amato, Bill Etheridge, Krzysztof Hetman, Szilard Tamas 

(EC), Bistra Valchanova (EC). 

6. Discharge 2014: EU general budget - European Commission 
 REGI/8/04013 

  2015/2154(DEC) COM(2015)0377[01] – C8-0199/2015 

Rapporteur 

for the 

opinion: 

Ivana Maletić (PPE) PA – PE571.676v01-00 

AM – PE573.203v01-00 

Responsible: CONT –  Martina Dlabajová (ALDE)  

 Exchange of views with Martina Dlabajová, CONT rapporteur for the Discharge 

2014 

 

Ms Dlabajová outlined her approach to the current discharge procedure and how the discharge 

procedure might develop in future, t and responded to points made by Members. 

 

Speakers: Martina Dlabajová, Ivana Maletić, Derek Vaughan, Ruža Tomašić, Bill Etheridge, 

Christophe de Lassus (EC). 

7. Dutch Presidency of the Council 
 REGI/8/05311 

 Exchange of views with Mr. Ronald Plasterk, Minister of the Interior and 
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Kingdom Relations and with Mr. Martijn van Dam, Minister for Agriculture, on 

the priorities of the Dutch Presidency of the Council 

 

Mr Plasterk and Mr Martijn van Dam outlined the priorities of the Dutch presidency of the 

Council in the fields for which the Committee is responsible, paying particular attention to the 

urban agenda and to a possible review of the current MFF and how this might affect cohesion 

policy.   

 

Speakers: Martijn van Dam, Ronald Plasterk, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Derek Vaughan, 

Andrew Lewer, Matthijs van Miltenburg, Younous Omarjee, Terry Reintke, Rosa D'Amato, 

Olaf Stuger, Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso, Jan Olbrycht, Ruža Tomašić. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 18.20. 

 

* * * 

 

The meeting resumed at 9.10 on Thursday, 14 January 2016, with Iskra Mihaylova (Chair) 

presiding. 

8. Cohesion policy in mountainous regions of the EU 
 REGI/8/04826 

  2015/2279(INI)  

Rapporteur: Iliana Iotova (S&D) PR – PE572.940v01-00 

Responsible: REGI 

Opinions: AGRI 

 Consideration of draft report 

 

Ms Iotova introduced her draft report and responded to points made by Members. 

 

Speakers: Iliana Iotova, Franc Bogovič, Ivan Jakovčić, Tomasz Piotr Poręba, Bronis Ropė, 

Younous Omarjee, Isabella Adinolfi, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Fernando Ruas, Iskra 

Mihaylova, Marco Onida (EC). 

9. Exchange of views with Corina Crețu, Commissioner for Regional Policy 

The Commissioner spoke about the recent and likely future work of her directorate-general, 

paying particular attention to the recent Communication from the Commission adopted in 

fulfilment of Article 16(3) of the Common Provisions Regulation. 

Speakers: Corina Crețu, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Constanze Krehl, Ruža Tomašić, Ivan 

Jakovčić, Younous Omarjee, Bronis Ropė, Rosa D'Amato, Matthijs van Miltenburg, Pascal 

Arimont, Andrey Novakov, Isabella Adinolfi, Kerstin Westphal, Julie Ward, Edward Czesak, 

Victor Boştinaru, Louis-Joseph Manscour, Michela Giuffrida, Krzysztof Hetman. 

10. The situation in the Mediterranean and the need for a holistic EU approach to 

migration 
 REGI/8/05269 
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  2015/2095(INI)  

Rapporteur 

for the 

opinion: 

Andrea Cozzolino (S&D) PA – PE573.159v01-00 

Responsible: LIBE –  Roberta Metsola (PPE) 

Kashetu Kyenge (S&D) 

DT – PE564.907v01-00 

DT – PE569.810v01-00 

DT – PE564.908v01-00 

DT – PE560.743v01-00 

DT – PE571.741v02-00 

 Consideration of draft opinion 

 Deadline for tabling amendments: 18 January 2016 at 17.00 

 

Mr Cozzolino introduced his draft opinion and responded to points made by Members. 

 

Speakers: Andrea Cozzolino, Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso, Edward Czesak, Ivan Jakovčić, 

Bronis Ropė, Rosa D'Amato, Steeve Briois, Ruža Tomašić, Michela Giuffrida, Philippe 

Chantraine (EC), Andor Urmos (EC). 

11. Any other business 

The Chair reminded Members that there would be an extraordinary meeting of the Committee 

on Regional Development, exclusively dedicated to the REGI-COTER joint Hearing on the 

Implementation of the EU Urban Agenda on Monday 25 January from 15:00 to 17:30 in 

Brussels, room ASP A1G-2.  

12. Next meetings 

 15 February 2016, 15.00 – 18.30 

 16 February 2016, 9.00 – 12.30 

* * * 

In camera 

13. Coordinators’ meeting 
 

The full meeting of the Committee adjourned at 12.20 and was followed by a meeting of 

coordinators in closed session. 
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