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<Commission>{REGI}Committee on Regional Development</Commission>
REGI_PV(2016)0615_1
MINUTES
Meeting of 15 June 2016, 15.00-18.30,

and 16 June 2016, 9.00-12.30
BRUSSELS
The meeting opened at 15.10 on Wednesday, 15 June 2016, with Iskra Mihaylova (Chair) presiding.
1.
Adoption of agenda

The draft agenda was adopted in the form shown in these minutes. 
2.
Chair’s announcements

The Chai reported that the Dutch presidency of the Council had organised a two-day informal ministerial meeting devoted to the Pact of Amsterdam, in Amsterdam on 29-30 May. Representatives from the Member States, as well as from other EU institutions and organisations, and civil society stakeholders, had attended. A number of other REGI Members had also attended this meeting and the Forum on urban matters organised on 30 May by the Committee of the Regions - Kerstin Westphal, Younous Omarjee, Matthijs van Miltenburg, Lambert van Nistelrooij and Jan Olbrycht.

In her intervention in the ministerial meeting, the Chair had recalled the Parliament’s support for urban policy and welcomed provisions in the Pact of Amsterdam intended to increase the involvement of cities and towns in the development of EU policies affecting urban areas. She had also called upon the Commission to create a special Urban Envoy with responsibility for promoting greater coordination of the many Union policies which impact urban areas. 

After the informal ministerial council, she reported, she had also been able to take part in a panel discussion which concluded a Forum on the future of urban policy jointly organised by the Committee of the Regions and a large number of urban authorities.
3.
Exchange of views with Corina Creţu, Commissioner for Regional Policy, on the urban agenda and on the ex-post evaluation of 2007-2013 operational programmes

In her presentation, the Commissioner concentrated on the urban agenda (recently reinvigorated by the adoption of the Pact of Amsterdam) and on the Commission’s assessment of the last period of regional policy (2007-2013). A large number of Members took the floor with comments and questions.

Speakers: Corina Creţu, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Constanze Krehl, Ruža Tomašić, Matthijs van Miltenburg, Younous Omarjee, Monika Vana, Rosa D'Amato, Ivana Maletić, Konstantinos Papadakis, Derek Vaughan, Bronis Ropė, Martina Michels, Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso.

4.
Evaluating the contribution of the European Structural and Investment Funds (art. 16(3) CPR)

REGI/8/06738


Hearing

The Chair welcomed the guest speakers and gave the floor to:


Ruud van Raak, Programme Manager, Managing Authority of the ERDF Programme Opportunities for West Netherlands


Peter Heil, Director, Altus Hungary


Irene Lucius, Director, WWF Danube - Carpathian Policy Office, Vienna 


Grzegorz Gorzelak, Director, Centre for European Regional and Local Studies (EUROREG), University of Warsaw 

The presentations were followed by the debate.

Other speakers: Jens Nilsson, Ivana Maletić, Bronis Ropė, Georgi Pirinski, Matthijs van Miltenburg, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Andreas Von Busch (EC, DG REGIO), Iskra Mihaylova.

The meeting adjourned at 18.30.

* * *

The meeting resumed at 9.05 on Thursday, 16 June 2016, with Iskra Mihaylova (Chair) presiding.

*** Voting time ***
5.
An EU strategy for the Alpine region

REGI/8/05067



2015/2324(INI)
COM(2015)0366

	Rapporteur:
	Mercedes Bresso (S&D)
	PR – PE580.480v01-00
AM – PE582.156v01-00

	Responsible:
	REGI

	Opinions:
	EMPL – 
	Jérôme Lavrilleux (PPE)
	AD – PE575.287v02-00
AM – PE578.656v01-00

	
	ENVI – 
	Renata Briano (S&D)
	AD – PE575.216v02-00
AM – PE577.004v01-00

	
	ITRE – 
	Decision: no opinion
	

	
	TRAN – 
	Daniela Aiuto (EFDD)
	AD – PE575.341v02-00
AM – PE578.712v01-00

	
	AGRI – 
	Ulrike Müller (ALDE)
	AD – PE577.050v02-00
AM – PE580.443v01-00

	
	CULT – 
	Decision: no opinion
	



Adoption of draft report


Deadline for tabling amendments:26 April 2016, 17.00
Speaker: Mercedes Bresso.

Vote: The draft report was adopted with 25 votes in favour, 2 against and 6 abstentions.

*** End of vote ***
6.
General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2017 - all sections

REGI/8/06206



2016/2047(BUD)


	Rapporteur for the opinion:
	Derek Vaughan (S&D)
	

	Responsible:
	BUDG – 
	Jens Geier (S&D)
Indrek Tarand (Verts/ALE)
	



Exchange of views with Jens Geier, rapporteur-general, budget 2017

Mr Jens Geier outlined his approach to the current budgetary procedure and responded to points made by Members.
Speakers: Jens Geier, Jens Nilsson (in the absence of Derek Vaughan), Lambert van Nistelrooij, Ruža Tomašić, Iskra Mihaylova, Younous Omarjee, Bronis Ropė, Philippe Jouret (EC, DG REGIO).

7.
Measures to safeguard the security of gas supply

REGI/8/05772


***I
2016/0030(COD)
COM(2016)0052 – C8-0035/2016

	Rapporteur for the opinion:
	Tomasz Piotr Poręba (ECR)
	PA – PE582.277v01-00

	Responsible:
	ITRE – 
	Jerzy Buzek (PPE)
	PR – PE580.796v01-00



Consideration of draft opinion


Deadline for tabling amendments: 22 June at 12.00
Mr Tomasz Piotr Poręba introduced his draft opinion and responded to points made by Members.

Speakers: Tomasz Piotr Poręba, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Monika Smolková, Matthijs van Miltenburg, Martina Michels, Bronis Ropė, Stefan Moser (EC, DG REGIO).
8.
Study commissioned by Policy Department B on "Services of General Interest in the Funding Period 2014-2020"

REGI/8/06731


Presentation by Erik Gløersen, senior consultant from Spatial Foresight GmbH

Mr Erik Gløersen presented the results of a study on Services of General Interest in the Funding Period 2014-2020 and responded to questions from Members.

Speakers: Erik Gløersen, Jens Nilsson, Franc Bogovič, Ruža Tomašić, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Liliana Rodrigues, Peter Berkowitz (EC, DG REGIO).

9.
CORRIGENDUM to Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 December 2013 laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund, the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and laying down general provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund, the Cohesion Fund and the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006

- Examination (RoP 231.3)

The Chair recalled that the secretariat had circulated this corrigendum to the Members on 6 June 2016, in all language versions. It contained 13 corrections, of a purely technical or linguistic character, to the CPR text adopted in 2013: these corrections had been discussed and agreed by the lawyers of Parliament, Council and Commission. She understood that the corrigendum had already been approved by the Member States. 

She further recalled that the Committee had agreed in the course of its meetings on 24-25 May:

-
To set a 24 hour deadline in which Members could submit requests to the secretariat objecting to the act. She announced that the deadline would be 12 noon, Friday 17 June.

-
In the absence of any such a request, the corrigendum would be deemed approved (were such a request to be received, the Committee wiould vote on 13-14 July).

Speaker: Peter Berkowitz (EC, DG REGIO).

10.
Any other business

There was no other business.

11.
Next meetings

13 July 2016, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30


14 July 2016, 9.00 – 12.30

The full meeting of the Committee adjourned at 11.50 and was followed by a meeting of coordinators in closed session. 

* * *

In camera
12.
Coordinators’ meeting
Coordinators took the following decisions, which will be submitted for approval to the REGI meeting on 13-14 July 2016.

1. Referrals

1.1.
Non-legislative opinions

1)
Assessment of Horizon 2020 implementation in view of its interim evaluation and the Framework Programme 9 proposal".  

(Implementation report)

Responsible: ITRE 

Coordinators decided to draw up an opinion (ALDE, 2 points)

1.2.
Motions for resolution Rule 133

1)
B8-0663/2016

The revival of small European villages 

Tabled by Gianluca Buonanno (ENF)

Date of document: 12 May 2016

Coordinators took note of this motion and decided that no further action was necessary.

2.
New INI reports

The Chair reminded coordinators that, in the course of their meeting on 24 May, they had decided to send to the secretariat by 9 June proposals for new INI reports. She noted that one proposal had been received by the deadline agreed by the Committee. 

Coordinators decided to seek authorisation from the CCC and Conference of Presidents to draw up an INI report entitled “The right funding mix for Europe’s regions: balancing financial instruments and grants in EU cohesion policy” (EPP, 5 points).

Coordinators took note of two further proposals - one received on 15 June, one made orally in the coordinators’ meeting; noted that the content of the two late proposals overlapped, and addressed areas which were, under Annex VI of the Rules of Procedure, in part the responsibility of other committees; invited the authors of these proposals to discuss their content and, if appropriate, circulate a new proposal. 

3.
Delegation to Greece, September 2016

The coordinators held a lengthy discussion about alternative draft programmes for this delegation.

They decided that the programme should include a visit to Thessaloniki; and instructed the secretariat to revise the draft programme, so as to develop further those elements of it which would take place in Thessaloniki, and to present a revised final draft programme to them for their approval on 14 July. 

They took note of the D’Hondt breakdown of 12 places for Members of the delegation and asked the political group advisors to confirm to the secretariat as soon as possible the names of participating Members.
4.
UN Habitat III conference, Quito, October 2016

The coordinators asked the Chair to write to the Conference of Presidents seeking authorisation to add two Members (Ms WESTPHAL, Mr OLBRYCHT) to the DEVE ad hoc delegation to the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development to take place in Quito, Ecuador, 17-20 October 2016.

5.
Committee delegations 2017

Coordinators decided that political groups should send to the secretariat by 12 noon on Thursday 7 July proposals for REGI committee delegations in 2017 to destinations outside the three normal places of work.

6.
“European week of regions and cities 2016” & COTER-REGI annual joint meeting, October 2016

Coordinators took note of a draft programme for a joint meeting of the REGI and COTER committees from 2.30 to 5.00pm on 12 October 2016, in the course of the European Week of Regions and Cities (previously known as “Open Days”).

Coordinators:

-
approved the date and time of the joint meeting;

-
instructed the secretariat to discuss the draft programme with the COTER secretariat, cutting out the proposed session on future cohesion policy, and to circulate a new draft as soon as practical;

-
postponed to a later date a decision on which REGI Members should lead the discussion in the joint meeting. 

7.
Studies and other research support, second semester 2016

Coordinators took note of a letter to the Chair of 8 June from Ms Oberhauser (director for structural policies) proposing three further studies/research notes which might be drawn up under the aegis of Policy Department B in the remainder of 2016. They approved these proposals and agreed to send to the secretariat by 12 noon on Thursday 7 July any requests for additional studies and research work. 

8.
JURI-AFCO working group on Better Law-Making IIA

The coordinators decided that Ms BRESSO should represent the REGI committee on this working group.

10.
Any other business

Coordinators discussed ways in which the routine exchanges of views the Committee holds with the Commissioner might be refined, so as to make such exchanges correspond more closely to the purpose of the “structured dialogue” process. 

The Coordinators’ meeting closed at 12.45.
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