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MINUTES 

Meeting of 27 February 2017, 15.00-18.30, 

and 28 February 2017, 9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30 

Brussels, Room: Altiero Spinelli (5G-3) 

The meeting opened at 15.07 on Monday, 27 February 2017, with Ingeborg Gräßle (Chair) 

presiding. 

 

27 February 2017, 15.00 – 18.30 

 

1. Adoption of agenda 

 

The agenda was adopted as shown in these minutes. 

 

2. Chair’s announcements 

 

The Chair drew the attention of Members to the information in the CONT News. 

 

3. Approval of minutes of meetings 

 5 December 2016 PV – PE595.576v01-00 

 8 December 2016 PV – PE595.649v02-00 

 9 January 2017 PV – PE597.426v01-00 

 9 January 2017 - joint BUDG-CONT-JURI PV – PE597.437v01-00 

 23-24 January 2017 PV – PE597.615v01-00 

 30-31 January 2017 PV – PE597.682v01-00 

 

The minutes were approved. 

 

Discharge 2015: Other Institutions (Items 4-11) 

4. Discharge 2015: General budget of the EU - Council and European Council 
 CONT/8/07219 

Rapporteur: Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.847v01-00 

5. Discharge 2015: General budget of the EU - European External Action Service 
 CONT/8/07214 
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Rapporteur: Benedek Jávor (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.846v01-00 

6. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - European Court of Justice 
 CONT/8/07327 

Rapporteur: Benedek Jávor (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.842v01-00 

7. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - European Court of Auditors 
 CONT/8/07347 

Rapporteur: Benedek Jávor (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.841v01-00 

8. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - European Economic and Social Committee 
 CONT/8/07366 

Rapporteur: Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.844v01-00 

9. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - Committee of the Regions 
 CONT/8/07386 

Rapporteur: Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.840v01-00 

10. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - European Ombudsman 
 CONT/8/07406 

Rapporteur: Benedek Jávor (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.845v01-00 

11. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - European Data Protection Supervisor 
 CONT/8/07426 

Rapporteur: Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) PR – PE593.843v01-00 

 

Consideration of draft reports 

 

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Benedek Jávor, Bart Staes, Hannu Takkula, 

Marian-Jean Marinescu, Cătălin Sorin Ivan, Dennis de Jong. 

 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 6 March 2017, 14.00 

* * * 

Discharge 2015: Agencies (Items 12-44)  

12. 2015 discharge: Report on discharge in respect of the implementation of the 

budget of the European Union Agencies for the financial year 2015: performance, 

financial management and control 
 CONT/8/07541 

13. 2015 discharge: Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) 
 CONT/8/07509 

14. 2015 discharge: Office of the Body of European Regulators for Electronic 

Communications (BEREC) 
 CONT/8/07511 

15. 2015 discharge: Translation Centre for the Bodies of the European Union (CdT) 
 CONT/8/07465 

16. Discharge 2015: European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training 
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(Cedefop) 
 CONT/8/07432 

17. 2015 discharge: European Police College (CEPOL) 
 CONT/8/07485 

18. 2015 discharge: European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) 
 CONT/8/07475 

19. 2015 discharge: European Asylum Support Office (EASO) 
 CONT/8/07515 

20. 2015 discharge: European Banking Authority (EBA) 
 CONT/8/07502 

21. Discharge 2015: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
 CONT/8/07479 

22. Discharge 2015: European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 
 CONT/8/07494 

23. Discharge 2015: European Environment Agency (EEA) 
 CONT/8/07461 

24. 2015 discharge: European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA) 
 CONT/8/07492 

25. Discharge 2015: European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
 CONT/8/07477 

26. 2015 discharge: European Institute for Gender Equality (EIGE) 
 CONT/8/07500 

27. 2015 discharge: European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority 

(EIOPA) 
 CONT/8/07504 

28. 2015 discharge: European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT) 
 CONT/8/07513 

29. Discharge 2015: European Medicines Agency (EMA) 
 CONT/8/07467 

30. Discharge 2015: European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction 

(EMCDDA) 
 CONT/8/07458 

31. 2015 discharge: European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) 
 CONT/8/07473 

32. 2015 discharge: European Network and Information Security Agency (ENISA) 
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 CONT/8/07481 

33. 2015 discharge: European Railway Agency (ERA) 
 CONT/8/07483 

34. 2015 discharge: Euratom Supply Agency (ESA) 
 CONT/8/07496 

35. 2015 discharge: European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) 
 CONT/8/07507 

36. 2015 discharge: European Training Foundation (ETF) 
 CONT/8/07471 

37. 2015 discharge: European Agency for the operational management of large-scale 

IT systems in the area of freedom, security and justice (eu-LISA) 
 CONT/8/07517 

38. 2015 discharge: European Agency for Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA) 
 CONT/8/07463 

39. Discharge 2015: European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and 

Working Conditions (Eurofound) 
 CONT/8/07435 

40. 2015 discharge: The European Union's Judicial Cooperation Unit (EUROJUST) 
 CONT/8/07469 

41. 2015 discharge: European Police Office (EUROPOL) 
 CONT/8/07498 

42. Discharge 2015: European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) 
 CONT/8/07437 

43. 2015 discharge: European Agency for the Management of Operational 

Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member States of the European 

Union (FRONTEX) 
 CONT/8/07487 

44. 2015 discharge: European GNSS Agency (GSA) 
 CONT/8/07490 

Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D) PR – PE593.864v01-00 

 

Consideration of draft reports 

 

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Inés Ayala Sender, Tomás Zdechovský, Johan 

Ureel (DG BUDG), Harald Hartung (DG EAC). 

 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 6 March 2017, 14.00 

* * * 

Discharge 2015: Joint Undertakings (Items 45-51) 
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45. 2015 discharge: Bio-based industries (BBI) 
 CONT/8/07528 

46. Discharge 2015: Joint Undertaking - Aeronautics and Environment (Clean Sky) 
 CONT/8/07524 

47. 2015 discharge: Electric Components & Systems for European Leadership 

(ECSEL Joint Undertaking) 
 CONT/8/07537 

48. 2015 discharge: Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint undertaking (FCH) 
 CONT/8/07533 

49. Discharge 2015: Joint Undertaking - Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) 
 CONT/8/07530 

50. 2015 discharge: International Fusion Energy Organisation (ITER) 
 CONT/8/07519 

51. 2015 discharge: Joint undertaking - Safety of air navigation (SESAR) 
 CONT/8/07521 

Rapporteur: Miroslav Poche (S&D) PR – PE593.968v01-00 

 

Consideration of draft reports 

 

The following spoke: Miroslav Poche, Brian Hayes. 

 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 6 March 2017, 14.00 

* * * 

52. ECA Special Report 34/2016 (2016 Discharge): Combating Food Waste: an 

opportunity for the EU to improve the resource-efficiency of the food supply 

chain 
 CONT/8/09059 

Rapporteur: Tomáš Zdechovský (PPE)  

 Presentation of the Special Report by the Member of the European Court of 

Auditors responsible, Bettina Jakobsen, and consideration of working document 

 

The following spoke: Bettina Jakobsen (ECA), Tomás Zdechovský, Inés Ayala 

Sender, Alexandra Nikolakopoulou (DG SANTE). 

28 February 2017, 9.00 – 12.30 

53. Discharge 2015: General budget of the EU - European Commission 
 CONT/8/07174 

Rapporteur: Joachim Zeller (PPE) PR – PE593.832v01-00 

54. 2015 discharge: Special reports of the European Court of Auditors 
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 CONT/8/07581 

Rapporteur: Joachim Zeller (PPE) PR – PE592.205v01-00 

 

 Consideration of draft reports in the presence of Günther Oettinger, 

Commissioner responsible for Budget and Human Resources 

 

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Joachim Zeller, Günther Oettinger, Bart Staes, 

Inés Ayala Sender, Tomás Zdechovský, Bogusław Liberadzki. 

 

The deadline for tabling amendments was set at 6 March 2017, 14.00 

* * * 

55. ECA Special Report 36/2016 (2016 Discharge): An assessment of the 

arrangements for closure of the 2007-2013 cohesion and rural development 

programmes 
 CONT/8/09301 

Rapporteur: Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D)  

 Presentation of the Special Report by the Member of the European Court of 

Auditors responsible, Ladislav Balko, and consideration of working document 

 

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Ladislav Balko (ECA), Bogusław Liberadzki, 

Tomás Zdechovský, Derek Vaughan, Franck Sebert (DG REGIO), Georg Haeusler 

(DG AGRI). 

56. ECA Special report No 31/2016 (2016 Discharge): Spending at least one euro in 

every five from the EU budget on climate action: ambitious work underway, but 

at serious risk of falling short 
 CONT/8/08542 

Rapporteur: Tomáš Zdechovský (PPE) DT – PE594.176v03-00 

 Presentation of the Special Report by the Member of the European Court of 

Auditors responsible, Phil Wynn Owen, and consideration of working document 

 

The following spoke: Phil Wynn Owen, Tomás Zdechovský, Benedek Jávor, Derek 

Vaughan, Herwig Ranner (DG AGRI). 

* * * 

57. 2015 Discharge: Presentation of the Council recommendations by Edward 

Scicluna, Maltese Minister for Finance 

 

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Edward Scicluna, Joachim Zeller, Inés Ayala 

Sender, Derek Vaughan, Günther Oettinger. 

 

* * * 

 

28 February 2017, 15.00 – 18.30 

58. Discharge 2015: General budget of the EU - European Parliament 
 CONT/8/07194 

Rapporteur: Dennis de Jong (GUE/NGL) PR – PE593.979v01-00 



PV\1118305EN.docx 7/38 PE600.903v01-00 

  E
N 

 

Consideration of draft report 

 

The following spoke: Ingeborg Gräßle, Dennis de Jong, Petri Sarvamaa, Jens Geier, 

Benedek Jávor, Nedzhmi Ali, Claudia Schmidt, Derek Vaughan, Jean-François Jalkh, 

Bart Staes, Inés Ayala Sender. 

59. Discharge 2015: EU general budget - 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th EDFs 
 CONT/8/07429 

Rapporteur: Younous Omarjee (GUE/NGL) PR – PE593.839v04-00 

 

Consideration of draft report 

 

The following spoke: Younous Omarjee, Claudia Schmidt, Karin Kadenbach, Luc 

Bagur (DG DEVCO). 

60. Any other business 

None 

61. Next meetings 

 22 March 2017, 9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels) 

 23 March 2017, 9.00 – 12.30 (Brussels) 

 27 March 2017, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels) 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 17.00. 

In camera 

62. Coordinators’ meeting 

The summary of Coordinators’ decisions is annexed to these minutes. 
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ПРИСЪСТВЕН ЛИСТ/LISTA DE ASISTENCIA/PREZENČNÍ LISTINA/DELTAGERLISTE/ 

ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/ 

LISTE DE PRÉSENCE/POPIS NAZOČNIH/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLĒJUMU REĢISTRS/DALYVIŲ SĄRAŠAS/ 

JELENLÉTI ÍV/REĠISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOŚCI/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/ 

LISTĂ DE PREZENŢĂ/PREZENČNÁ LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOČIH/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA 

 

Бюро/Mesa/Předsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/Προεδρείο/Bureau/Predsjedništvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/ 
Biuras/Elnökség/Prezydium/Birou/Predsedníctvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*) 

Ingeborg Gräßle (Chair) (2), Derek Vaughan (1st Vice-Chair) (1), taIndrek Tarand (2nd Vice-Chair) (1), Cătălin Sorin Ivan (4th Vice-

Chair) (1) 

Членове/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Μέλη/Members/Députés/Zastupnici/Deputati/Deputāti/Nariai/

Képviselõk/Membri/Leden/Posłowie/Deputados/Deputaţi/Jäsenet/Ledamöter 

Nedzhmi Ali (1), Inés Ayala Sender (2), Ryszard Czarnecki (1), Jens Geier (1), Jean-François Jalkh (2), Bogusław Liberadzki (1), 

Monica Macovei (1), Notis Marias (1), Fulvio Martusciello (1), José Ignacio Salafranca Sánchez-Neyra (1), Petri Sarvamaa (1), Claudia 

Schmidt (2), Bart Staes (2), Hannu Takkula (1), Marco Valli (1), Tomáš Zdechovský (2), Joachim Zeller (2), Dennis de Jong (2) 

Заместници/Suplentes/Náhradníci/Stedfortrædere/Stellvertreter/Asendusliikmed/Αναπληρωτές/Substitutes/Suppléants/Zamjenici/ 
Supplenti/Aizstājēji/Pavaduojantysnariai/Póttagok/Sostituti/Plaatsvervangers/Zastępcy/Membros suplentes/Supleanţi/Náhradníci/ 

Namestniki/Varajäsenet/Suppleanter 

Richard Ashworth (1), Brian Hayes (1), Benedek Jávor (2), Karin Kadenbach (1), Marian-Jean Marinescu (1), Younous Omarjee (1), 
Julia Pitera (1), Miroslav Poche (2) 

 

 
 

200 (2) 

  

206 (3) 

  

53 (6) (Точка от дневния ред/Punto del orden del día/Bod pořadu jednání (OJ)/Punkt på dagsordenen/Tagesordnungspunkt/ 

Päevakorra punkt/Ημερήσια Διάταξη Σημείο/Agenda item/Point OJ/Točka dnevnog reda/Punto all'ordine del giorno/Darba kārtības 
punkts/Darbotvarkės punktas/Napirendi pont/Punt Aġenda/Agendapunt/Punkt porządku dziennego/Ponto OD/Punct de pe ordinea 

de zi/Bod programu schôdze/Točka UL/Esityslistan kohta/Föredragningslista punkt) 

    

 

 
 

Присъствал на/Presente el/Přítomný dne/Til stede den/Anwesend am/Viibis(id) kohal/Παρών στις/Present on/Présent le/Nazočni 
dana/Presente il/Piedalījās/ Dalyvauja/Jelen volt/Preżenti fi/Aanwezig op/Obecny dnia/Presente em/Prezent/Prítomný dňa/Navzoči 

dne/Läsnä/Närvarande den: 

(1) 27.2.2017 
(2) 28.2.2017 

  



PV\1118305EN.docx 9/38 PE600.903v01-00 

  E
N 

Наблюдатели/Observadores/Pozorovatelé/Observatører/Beobachter/Vaatlejad/Παρατηρητές/Observers/Observateurs/Promatrači/ 
Osservatori/Novērotāji/Stebėtojai/Megfigyelők/Osservaturi/Waarnemers/Obserwatorzy/Observadores/Observatori/Pozorovatelia/ 

Opazovalci/Tarkkailijat/Observatörer 

  

 

 
 

По покана на председателя/Por invitación del presidente/Na pozvání předsedy/Efter indbydelse fra formanden/Auf Einladung des 

Vorsitzenden/Esimehe kutsel/Με πρόσκληση του Προέδρου/At the invitation of the Chair(wo)man/Sur l'invitation du président/ 

Na poziv predsjednika/Su invito del presidente/Pēc priekšsēdētāja uzaicinājuma/Pirmininkui pakvietus/Az elnök meghívására/ 
Fuq stedina taċ-'Chairman'/Op uitnodiging van de voorzitter/Na zaproszenie Przewodniczącego/A convite do Presidente/La invitaţia 

preşedintelui/Na pozvanie predsedu/Na povabilo predsednika/Puheenjohtajan kutsusta/På ordförandens inbjudan 

  

 

 
 

Съвет/Consejo/Rada/Rådet/Rat/Nõukogu/Συμβούλιο/Council/Conseil/Vijeće/Consiglio/Padome/Taryba/Tanács/Kunsill/Raad/ 

Conselho/Consiliu/Svet/Neuvosto/Rådet (*) 

  

Комисия/Comisión/Komise/Kommissionen/Kommission/Euroopa Komisjon/Επιτροπή/Commission/Komisija/Commissione/Bizottság/ 
Kummissjoni/Commissie/Komisja/Comissão/Comisie/Komisia/Komissio/Kommissionen (*) 

Günther Oettinger, Commissioner responsible for Budget and Human Resources 

Marjus Schulte, Bodo Lehmann (CAB) 

Alexane Barrouillet, Pierre-Henri Lagriffoul (SG) 

Georg Haeusler (Director), Herwig Ranner (DG AGRI) 

Manfred Kraff  (Deputy-Director General), Johan Ureel (Acting Director) Jacques Salmon, Raymund Kist, Agueda Ollero Montiel (DG 
BUDG) 

Luc Bagu (Director, DG DEVCO) 

Harald Hartung (Head of Unit, DG EAC) 

Erik Boersma (DG HR) 

Abdel-Ilah El Ameli, Fabrice Campens, Paolo Lavaggi (DG GROW) 

Franck Sebert (Director, DG REGIO) 

Alexandra Nikolakopoulou (Head of Unit, DG SANTE) 

Tina Sventup (DGT) 

Charlotte Arwidi, Michael Stelzer (OLAF) 

Други институции/Otras instituciones/Ostatní orgány a instituce/Andre institutioner/Andere Organe/Muud institutsioonid/ 

Άλλα θεσμικά όργανα/Other institutions/Autres institutions/Druge institucije/Altre istituzioni/Citas iestādes/Kitos institucijos/ 

Más intézmények/Istituzzjonijiet oħra/Andere instellingen/Inne instytucje/Outras Instituições/Alte instituţii/Iné inštitúcie/Muut 
toimielimet/Andra institutioner/organ 

Presidency of the 

Council of the EU 

Edward Scicluna (Maltese Minister of Finance), Carsten Pillath (Director General, Council - Economic 

Affairs and Competitiveness), Robert Camilleri (Director EU Budget) 

European Court of 

Auditors 

Bettina Jakobsen (Member), Katja Mattfolk, Michael Bain, Maria Eulalia Reverte I Casas, Helena Piron, 

Corina-Maria Rusanescu 
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EEAS Patricia Llombart Cussac, Hans Duynouwer, Matteo Gomirato, Jan Bahr-Vollrath 

 

 
 

Други участници/Otros participantes/Ostatní účastníci/Endvidere deltog/Andere Teilnehmer/Muud osalejad/Επίσης Παρόντες/Other 

participants/Autres participants/Drugi sudionici/Altri partecipanti/Citi klātesošie/Kiti dalyviai/Más résztvevők/Parteċipanti ohra/Andere 

aanwezigen/Inni uczestnicy/Outros participantes/Alţi participanţi/Iní účastníci/Drugi udeleženci/Muut osallistujat/Övriga deltagare 

  

 
 

 

Секретариат на политическите групи/Secretaría de los Grupos políticos/Sekretariát politických skupin/Gruppernes sekretariat/ 
Sekretariat der Fraktionen/Fraktsioonide sekretariaat/Γραμματεία των Πολιτικών Ομάδων/Secretariats of political groups/Secrétariat des 

groupes politiques/Tajništva klubova zastupnika/Segreteria gruppi politici/Politisko grupu sekretariāts/Frakcijų sekretoriai/ 

Képviselőcsoportok titkársága/Segretarjat gruppi politiċi/Fractiesecretariaten/Sekretariat Grup Politycznych/Secr. dos grupos 
políticos/Secretariate grupuri politice/Sekretariát politických skupín/Sekretariat političnih skupin/Poliittisten ryhmien sihteeristöt/ 

Gruppernas sekretariat 

PPE 

S&D 

ECR 

ALDE 

GUE/NGL 

Verts/ALE 

EFDD 

ENF 

NI 

Balazs Szechy, Edyta Tarczynska, Sabina Van Der Lande 

Codruta-Liliana Filip, Sarah Clarkson 

Jan Van Brussel 

Aivars Berners 

Carmen Hilario 

Roccu Garoby, Robert Godina,  

Barbara Gatto 

Timothee Etchecopar  

 

 
 

Кабинет на председателя/Gabinete del Presidente/Kancelář předsedy/Formandens Kabinet/Kabinett des Präsidenten/Presidendi 

kantselei/Γραφείο Προέδρου/President's Office/Cabinet du Président/Ured predsjednika/Gabinetto del Presidente/Priekšsēdētāja 

kabinets/Pirmininko kabinetas/Elnöki hivatal/Kabinett tal-President/Kabinet van de Voorzitter/Gabinet Przewodniczącego/Gabinete do 
Presidente/Cabinet Preşedinte/Kancelária predsedu/Urad predsednika/Puhemiehen kabinetti/Talmannens kansli 

Angelika Chomicka 

Кабинет на генералния секретар/Gabinete del Secretario General/Kancelář generálního tajemníka/Generalsekretærens Kabinet/ 
Kabinett des Generalsekretärs/Peasekretäri büroo/Γραφείο Γενικού Γραμματέα/Secretary-General's Office/Cabinet du Secrétaire 

général/Ured glavnog tajnika/Gabinetto del Segretario generale/Ģenerālsekretāra kabinets/Generalinio sekretoriaus kabinetas/ 

Főtitkári hivatal/Kabinett tas-Segretarju Ġenerali/Kabinet van de secretaris-generaal/Gabinet Sekretarza Generalnego/Gabinete do 
Secretário-Geral/Cabinet Secretar General/Kancelária generálneho tajomníka/Urad generalnega sekretarja/Pääsihteerin kabinetti/ 

Generalsekreterarens kansli 

Paolo Martinelli 

Генерална дирекция/Dirección General/Generální ředitelství/Generaldirektorat/Generaldirektion/Peadirektoraat/Γενική Διεύθυνση/ 

Directorate-General/Direction générale/Glavna uprava/Direzione generale/Ģenerāldirektorāts/Generalinis direktoratas/Főigazgatóság/ 
Direttorat Ġenerali/Directoraten-generaal/Dyrekcja Generalna/Direcção-Geral/Direcţii Generale/Generálne riaditeľstvo/Generalni 

direktorat/Pääosasto/Generaldirektorat 
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DG PRES 

DG IPOL 

DG EXPO 

DG EPRS 

DG COMM 

DG PERS 

DG INLO 

DG TRAD 

DG INTE 

DG FINS 

DG ITEC 

DG SAFE 

  

Monika Strasser (Director), Niels Fischer (PolDep D) 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 

Правна служба/Servicio Jurídico/Právní služba/Juridisk Tjeneste/Juristischer Dienst/Õigusteenistus/Νομική Υπηρεσία/Legal Service/ 
Service juridique/Pravna služba/Servizio giuridico/Juridiskais dienests/Teisės tarnyba/Jogi szolgálat/Servizz legali/Juridische Dienst/ 

Wydział prawny/Serviço Jurídico/Serviciu Juridic/Právny servis/Oikeudellinen yksikkö/Rättstjänsten 

Ulrich Rosslein 

Секретариат на комисията/Secretaría de la comisión/Sekretariát výboru/Udvalgssekretariatet/Ausschusssekretariat/Komisjoni 

sekretariaat/Γραμματεία επιτροπής/Committee secretariat/Secrétariat de la commission/Tajništvo odbora/Segreteria della commissione/ 

Komitejas sekretariāts/Komiteto sekretoriatas/A bizottság titkársága/Segretarjat tal-kumitat/Commissiesecretariaat/Sekretariat komisji/ 
Secretariado da comissão/Secretariat comisie/Sekretariat odbora/Valiokunnan sihteeristö/Utskottssekretariatet 

Evelyn Waldherr, Michal Czaplicki, Mauro de Oliveira, Christian Ehlers, Philippe Godts, Tereza Pinto de Rezende, Olivier Sautière, 

Hrvoje Svetic 

Сътрудник/Asistente/Asistent/Assistent/Assistenz/Βοηθός/Assistant/Assistente/Palīgs/Padėjėjas/Asszisztens/Asystent/Pomočnik/ 
Avustaja/Assistenter 

Veronika Patyi-Horvath 

 
 

 

*  (P) = Председател/Presidente/Předseda/Formand/Vorsitzender/Esimees/Πρόεδρος/Chair(wo)man/Président/Predsjednik/Priekšsēdētājs/ 
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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
The draft agenda was e-mailed to Members on 20 February 2017 and is in the file for the meeting. 
 
 

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The Chair draws attention to the following points: 
 
Languages available 
 
FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, EL, ES, FI, CS, ET, HU, LT, PL, SL, BG, RO. 
 
Webstreaming 
 
The CONT meeting is webstreamed on the Europarl web-site.  
Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the microphone to make an intervention, the camera will be 
automatically directed to the speaker. 
 
 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

 
The following minutes are published on the CONT website: 
 

 5 December 2016 

 8 December 2016 

 9 January 2017 

 9 January 2017 - joint BUDG-CONT-JURI 

 23-24 January 2017 

 30-31 January 2017 

 
If no objections are received before the end of the meeting, the minutes will be deemed approved. 

  

ISSUE N° 5 

MONDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 2017 

15.00 - 18.30 

TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2017 

09.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30 

Room: Altiero Spinelli (5G-3) 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/schedule?committee=CONT
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
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2015 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - OTHER INSTITUTIONS (ITEMS 4 TO 11) 

 

4. COUNCIL AND EUROPEAN COUNCIL CONT/8/07219 

5. EUROPEAN EXTERNAL ACTION SERVICE CONT/8/07214 

6. COURT OF JUSTICE CONT/8/07327 

7. EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS CONT/8/07347 

8. EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE CONT/8/07366 

9. COMMITTEE OF THE REGIONS CONT/8/07386 

10. EUROPEAN OMBUDSMAN CONT/8/07406 

11. EUROPEAN DATA PROTECTION SUPERVISOR CONT/8/07426 

 

Consideration of draft reports 
 
Co-Rapporteurs:  Benedek Jávor and Bart Staes 
(Greens/EFA) 
Administrators: Tereza Pinto De Rezende and Olivier 
Sautière 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Marian-Jean Marinescu (EPP), 
Cătălin Sorin Ivan (S&D), Monica Macovei (ECR) for Court 
of Justice and Court of Auditors, Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR) 
for all the other institutions, Michael Theurer (ALDE), 

Dennis de Jong (GUE/NGL), Marco Valli (EFDD), Jean-François Jalkh (for the Council) & Barbara Kappel (ENF) 
 
 
On 21 November 2016 the questions from CONT Members concerning the 2015 discharge "Other institutions" 
were sent to the Council of the European Union, Court of Justice, Court of Auditors, European Economic and Social 
Committee, Committee of the Regions, European Ombudsman, European Data Protection Supervisor and the 
European External Action Service. 
 
The replies received from the institutions (except from the Council) were e-mailed to CONT Members on 20 
December 2016. 
 
The CONT Members held an exchange of views on the main issues concerning the 2015 discharge with the 
Secretaries General of the Institutions (except of the Council) on 9 January 2017. 
 
The Council did not reply to the questionnaire and its Secretary General simply reiterated the content of the replies 
sent to the Rapporteurs in charge of discharges 2013 and 2014. The Council favours an agreement by the two 
institutions to exchange financial information during the annual discharge and supports the setting up of a "modus 
vivendi" procedure between the European Parliament and the Council, which would contribute to the satisfactory 
cooperation between the two institutions. 

  

MONDAY, 27 FEBRUARY 2017 

15.00 - 18.30 

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

 

  Coordinators' meeting in camera 

 
*** Voting time *** 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124721/BENEDEK_JAVOR_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4751/BART_STAES_home.html
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Concerning the EEAS discharge, the CONT Members held an exchange of views with the High Representative of 
the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Ms Federica Mogherini, on 31 January 2017.  
 
This meeting provided an opportunity to address a wide range of issues relating to the adaptation of the EEAS 
organization, the integration of EU special representatives and staff into the work of the service, the state of play 
in terms of geographical and gender balance and the management of costs through the pooling of supporting 
means to EU delegations and the costs of the building policy. 
 
Replies to a first set of 63 questions submitted to the EEAS on 16 November 2016 were e-mailed to CONT Members 
on 20 December 2016. A second set of replies to 11 additional questions, submitted to the EEAS on 15 February 
2017, were sent to CONT Members on 24 February 2017. 
 
The Rapporteurs prepared their draft reports based on the documents submitted by the institutions, on the 
exchange of views in CONT and on the replies given by all the institutions – except the Council – to the 
questionnaires.  
 
The Members received the original language version of the draft reports on 13 February 2017. Other language 
versions are available on the CONT website. 
 
At this CONT meeting, the CONT Members will have an exchange of views on the 2015 discharge "Other 
institutions" after the presentation of the draft reports by the respective rapporteurs. 
 
CONT Timetable: 
 

Event Body Date 

Deadline for amendments CONT 6 March 2017 14.00 

Adoption in CONT CONT 23 March 2017 

Adoption in Plenary Plenary APRIL II 

 
 

2015 DISCHARGE: AGENCIES (ITEMS 12 TO 44) 

 

12. REPORT ON DISCHARGE IN RESPECT OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BUDGET OF THE 

EUROPEAN UNION AGENCIES FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR 2015: PERFORMANCE, FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL CONT/8/07541 
13. ACER AGENCY FOR THE COOPERATION OF ENERGY REGULATORS CONT/8/07509 
14. BEREC OFFICE OF THE BODY OF EUROPEAN REGULATORS FOR ELECTRONIC 
  COMMUNICATIONS CONT/8/07511 
15. CDT TRANSLATION CENTRE FOR THE BODIES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

 CONT/8/07465 
16. CEDEFOP EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
  CONT/8/07432 
17. CEPOL EUROPEAN POLICE COLLEGE CONT/8/07485 
18. EASA EUROPEAN AVIATION SAFETY AGENCY CONT/8/07475 
19. EASO EUROPEAN ASYLUM SUPPORT OFFICE CONT/8/07515 
20. EBA EUROPEAN BANKING AUTHORITY CONT/8/07502 
21. ECDC EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL CONT/8/07479 

  

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
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22. ECHA EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY CONT/8/07494 
23. EEA EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY CONT/8/07461 
24. EFCA EUROPEAN FISHERIES CONTROL AGENCY CONT/8/07492 
25. EFSA EUROPEAN FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY CONT/8/07477 
26. EIGE EUROPEAN INSTITUTE FOR GENDER EQUALITY CONT/8/07500 
27. EIOPA EUROPEAN INSURANCE AND OCCUPATIONAL PENSIONS 
  AUTHORITY CONT/8/07504 
28. EIT EUROPEAN INSTITUTE OF INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY 
  CONT/8/07513 
29. EMA EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY CONT/8/07467 
30. EMCDDA EUROPEAN MONITORING CENTRE FOR DRUGS AND DRUG 
  ADDICTION CONT/8/07458 
31. EMSA EUROPEAN MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY CONT/8/07473 
32. ENISA EUROPEAN NETWORK AND INFORMATION SECURITY AGENCY 
  CONT/8/07481 
33. ERA EUROPEAN RAILWAY AGENCY CONT/8/07483 
34. ESA EURATOM SUPPLY AGENCY CONT/8/07496 
35. ESMA EUROPEAN SECURITIES AND MARKETS AUTHORITY CONT/8/07507 
36. ETF EUROPEAN TRAINING FOUNDATION CONT/8/07471 
37. EU-LISA EUROPEAN AGENCY FOR THE OPERATIONAL MANAGEMENT OF 
  LARGE-SCALE IT SYSTEMS IN THE AREA OF FREEDOM, SECURITY 
  AND JUSTICE CONT/8/07517 
38. EU-OSHA EUROPEAN AGENCY FOR SAFETY AND HEALTH AT WORK 
  CONT/8/07463 
39. EUROFOUND EUROPEAN FOUNDATION FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF LIVING AND 
  WORKING CONDITIONS CONT/8/07435 
40. EUROJUST THE EUROPEAN UNION'S JUDICIAL COOPERATION UNIT 
  CONT/8/07469 
41. EUROPOL EUROPEAN POLICE OFFICE CONT/8/07498 
42. FRA EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 
  CONT/8/07437 
43. FRONTEX EUROPEAN AGENCY FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF OPERATIONAL 
  COOPERATION AT THE EXTERNAL BORDERS OF THE MEMBER 
  STATES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION CONT/8/07487 
44. GSA EUROPEAN GNSS AGENCY (GSA) CONT/8/07490 
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Consideration of draft reports 
 
Rapporteur:  Inés Ayla Sender (S&D) 
Administrator: Hrvoje Svetic 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP), Raffaele Fitto (ECR), Nedzhmi Ali 

(ALDE), Dennis de Jong (GUE/NGL), Benedek Jávor 
(Greens/EFA), Marco Valli (EFDD), Barbara Kappel (ENF)  

The number of decentralised agencies being subject to discharge for the financial 
year 2015 is 32, the same as in the previous year. In addition to the draft reports on 
the decentralised agencies, the Rapporteur, Ms Inés Ayala Sender, will present the 

draft report containing horizontal observations on the agencies. The draft reports are based on the European Court 
of Auditors' Annual Reports on the agencies, and the following documents containing information on the agencies' 
financial management for the 2015 financial year: 
 

 Reports on the follow-up of the previous year's discharge resolutions; 

 Reports on 2015 budgetary and financial management; 

 2015 annual activity reports; 

 Agencies' answers to the written questions by the CONT Committee (sent to CONT Members on 17 January 

2017); and  

 Oral replies provided in the course of the CONT hearing of 24 January 2017. 

 
Out of the 32 decentralised agencies subject to the discharge procedure, the European Court of Auditors issued a 
qualified opinion to two agencies, the European Institute for innovation and Technology (EIT) and the European 
Agency for the Management of Operation Cooperation at the External Boarders of the Member States of the 
European Union  (now European Border and Coast Guard Agency) (FRONTEX).  
 
The Court concluded that for all other decentralised agencies subject to discharge, the final accounts present fairly, 
in all material respects, their financial position at year-end. In addition, the transactions underlying the annual 
accounts of these agencies for the year 2015 were legal and regular in all material respects. 
 
The main issues identified at the EIT were related to the application of transitional provisions relating to the flat-
rate payments of indirect costs to the “Knowledge and Innovation Communities”, recipients of EIT’s grants. As 
regards FRONTEX, the basis for the qualified opinion was an accounting error related the underestimation of the 
cost incurred in 2015 but not yet invoiced for pre-financed services related to maritime surveillance. 
 
For the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the European Banking Authority (EBA), the Court in its statement 
of assurance included the information on the referendum results in the United Kingdom, which happened after 
the balance sheet date for both agencies. In particular, the Court noted that the accounts of both agencies were 
prepared using the information available at the date of the signing of accounts, when the results of the referendum 
were not yet known. 
 
The draft reports for other agencies focus, inter alia, on issues related to the reliability of accounts, the legality and 
regularity of transactions, internal controls and budget implementation. A high level of carry-overs is one of the 
most frequent issues identified as it is usually considered by the Court to be at odds with the budgetary principle 
of annuality. The reports note, however, that those issues often resulted from events which were, completely or 
partly, beyond the agencies’ control, or were justified by the multi-annual nature of operations, procurement 
procedures or projects. 
 
The draft reports, the Court of Auditors' reports and other relevant information (including annual reports, final 
accounts etc.) can be found on the CONT website. 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28292/INES_AYALA+SENDER_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/discharge-2015.html?tab=Agencies/JU's
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The draft reports in English were emailed to CONT Members on 13 February 2017. All language versions of the 
draft reports will be available on the CONT website. 
 
CONT Timetable: 
 

Event Body Date 

Deadline for amendments CONT 6 March 2017 14.00 

Adoption in CONT CONT 23 March 2017 

Adoption in Plenary Plenary APRIL II 

 
 

2015 DISCHARGE: JOINT UNDERTAKINGS (ITEMS 45 TO 51) 
 

45. BBI BIO-BASED INDUSTRIES CONT/8/07528 

46. CLEAN SKY 2 AERONAUTICS AND ENVIRONMENT CONT/8/07524 

47. ECSEL ELECTRIC COMPONENTS & SYSTEMS FOR EUROPEAN LEADERSHIP 
  CONT/8/07537 
48. FCH FUEL CELLS AND HYDROGEN CONT/8/07533 

49. IMI INNOVATIVE MEDICINES INITIATIVE CONT/8/07530 

50. ITER INTERNATIONAL FUSION ENERGY ORGANISATION CONT/8/07519 

51. SESAR SAFETY OF AIR NAVIGATION CONT/8/07521 
 

Consideration of draft reports 
 
Rapporteur: Miroslav Poche (S&D) 
Administrator: Michal Czaplicki 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Brian Hayes (EPP), Raffaele Fitto (ECR), Gerben-Jan 

Gerbrandy (ALDE), Younous Omarjee (GUE/NGL) Indrek 
Tarand (Greens/EFA), Marco Valli (EFDD), Barbara Kappel 
(ENF) 

 
 
The rapporteur, Mr Poche will present the draft reports which focus mostly on the 

issues identified during the financial year 2015. 
 
The reports look at issues and efforts made by the JUs regarding monitoring and reporting, internal control 
systems as well as the implementation of the relevant parts of the new Financial Regulation into their respective 
financial rules. In his report Mr Poche underlines the efforts made by F4E and ITER under new management in 
improving its performances.  
 
He notes with satisfaction that BBI reached smoothly its operational capacity and financial autonomy. He notes 
that despite a qualified opinion of the Court on Ecsel JU, the Joint Undertaking following a good example of the 
previous year, provided to the budgetary authority written declarations of National Funding Authorities 
(NFAs)  that the implementation of their national procedures provided for a reasonable assurance of the legality 
and regularity of transactions, which are in this case a prerequisite for granting discharge. The rapporteur regrets 
to discover that one case of suspicion of fraud was submitted to OLAF in IMI, even though OLAF decided not to 
open an investigation. Mr Poche appreciates that in terms of widening participation in Clean Sky projects, 76 new 
core partners joined the program. He recognises that 2015 was the first year of real transition from SESAR 1 to 
SESAR 2, since the Horizon 2020 grant  
 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124699/MIROSLAV_POCHE_home.html
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agreements and the bilateral agreements with Eurocontrol and the aviation industry were not concluded at the 
end of 2015. He welcomes the fact that the residual error of FCH is 0,98%. 
 
The Court of Auditors' reports and other relevant information (including annual reports, final accounts etc.) can be 
found on the CONT website. 
 
The draft reports in English have been sent by email to CONT Members on  6 February. All language versions are 
available on the CONT website. 
 
CONT Timetable: 
 

Event Body Date 

Deadline for amendments CONT 6 March 2017 14.00 

Adoption in CONT CONT 23 March 2017 

Adoption in Plenary Plenary APRIL II 

 
 

52. ECA SPECIAL REPORT N° 34/2016 (2016 DISCHARGE) ON “COMBATING FOOD WASTE: 

AN OPPORTUNITY FOR THE EU TO IMPROVE THE RESOURCE-EFFICIENCY OF THE FOOD 

SUPPLY CHAIN” 

CONT/8/09059 
 

Presentation of the Special Report by the Member of the European 
Court of Auditors responsible, Bettina Jakobsen, and consideration of a 
working document 

 
Rapporteur: Tomáš Zdechovzký (EPP) 
Administrator: Tereza Pinto De Rezende 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Gilles Pargneaux (S&D), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Luke 

Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL), Marco Valli (EFDD) 
 
 

 
Food waste is a global problem that has moved up the public and political agenda in recent years. Food is a 
precious commodity and its production can be very resource intensive. Estimates show that up to one third of 
food is wasted or lost and therefore huge environmental and economic costs are at stake. 
 
The Court of Auditors examined the role the EU plays in combating food waste, the actions taken thus far and the 
way in which the various EU policy instruments work to reduce food waste. It focused on the actions of prevention 
and donation which are those most preferred in the fight against food waste. 
 
The report concluded that the action to date has not been sufficient and that the EU strategy on food waste has 
to be strengthened and better coordinated.  
 
The report recommends that the Commission should strengthen the EU strategy to combat food waste and 
coordinate it better, with an action plan for the years ahead and a clarification of the food waste concept. It should 
consider food waste in future impact assessments and better align the different policies which can combat food 
waste, in particular common agricultural policy, common fisheries policy and food safety policy. The Commission 
should promote the option of donating food that is safe for consumption and that would otherwise be wasted. In 
particular, it should clarify the  
 
interpretation of legal provisions that discourage the donation of food; complete the legislative requirement to 
allow the use of food from agricultural stocks from public intervention and promote among MS the use of existing 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/discharge-2015.html?tab=Agencies/JU's
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124713/TOMAS_ZDECHOVSKY_home.html
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provisions for donation, with particular reference to fruit and vegetables withdrawn from the market and to the 
Fund for European Aid to the most Deprived. 
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the Court's audit and fully endorses its recommendations. He regrets the lack of 
political will to put forward effective measures and the fragmented approach of the Commission towards 
combating food waste. The Rapporteur criticizes the Commission for an inconsistent approach, being on one side 
the leader in combating climate change and on the other not fully committed to combating food waste. The 
Commission lacks concrete results and is called to deliver as soon as possible, namely by proposing a common 
definition of food waste, a common methodology for measuring and monitoring food waste and providing 
guidelines on use of waste hierarchy. The Rapporteur calls on the Commission to draft action plans with 
measurable targets and performance indicators in specific policy areas. Food donation should be facilitated and 
the Commission is invited to take measures necessary to overcome the existing legal and procedural obstacles. 
MS are encouraged to promote education in the area of food management and food waste. The Commission is 
also asked to clarify the concepts 'best before' and 'use by' to avoid misconception, and the Rapporteur concludes 
by challenging the EU institutions to address the issue of food waste and regulate the donation of unconsumed 
food in their catering services.  
 
The Rapporteur's recommendations will possibly be included in the 2016 Commission discharge report. 
 
The Members of the ENVI Committee were invited to the exchange of views. 
 
 

 
 

53. 2015 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN COMMISSION CONT/8/07174 

54. 2015 DISCHARGE: SPECIAL REPORTS OF THE EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 

CONT/8/07581 
 

 
Consideration of draft reports in the presence of Günther Oettinger, 
Commissioner responsible for Budget and Human Resources 
 
Rapporteur: Joachim Zeller (EPP) 
Administrators: Philippe Godts and Christian Ehlers 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D), Anders Primdahl Vistisen(ECR), 

Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL), 
Bart Staes (Greens/EFA); Marco Valli (EFDD) 

 
 
In his draft report, the rapporteur states that the seven-year duration of the current Multiannual Financial 
Framework (MFF) is not synchronised with the five years mandates of the Parliament and the Commission. 
Furthermore, he points out that the 10-year strategic planning cycle is not aligned either with the seven-year 
cycle for managing the EU budget. The rapporteur is of the opinion that this is the cause of a major deficiency of 
the Union political governance since the Parliament and the Commission are bound by previous agreements on 
political objectives and finances, which may  
 
create the impression that the European elections are of limited impact. He also stresses that in 2015 the budget 
of the Union had not only to support the achievement of the objectives of two different long-term political 

TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2017 

09.00 - 12.30 

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

 

  Coordinators' meeting in camera 

 
*** Voting time *** 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96762/JOACHIM_ZELLER_home.html
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programmes while also responding to a number of crises: refugees, insecurity in Europe and its neighbourhood, 
financial instability in Greece and the economic impact of the Russian ban exports. 
 
Mr Zeller regrets that the current budgetary arrangements do not facilitate the translation of political aspirations 
into useful operational objectives for spending programmes and schemes. 
 
Bearing in mind that Union policies may have different short-, medium- and long-term objectives, whose 
realisation cannot be determined by a single multi-annual financial framework, he holds the view that a new 
balance must be struck between political agenda setting, policy implementation and financial frameworks. 
 
Pointing out that there will be an opportunity in 2020 to bring the long-term strategy and policy-making into line 
with the budgetary cycle, the rapporteur stresses that it is time for the Commission to explore other options, for 
example: 
 

 a rolling budgeting with a five years planning horizon, clause(s) of revision by objectives and policies and 

rolling evaluation programme; 

 determining the duration of programmes and schemes on policy needs rather basing it on the length of the 

financial planning period and requiring Member States and the Commission to present well justified needs 

for Union funding and results to be achieved before spending is set. 

 
He calls on the Commission to put on the agenda of the next experts’ meeting on Budget Focused Results (BFOR) 
the suggestions made by the Court in its “briefing paper on mid-term review” of 28.10.2016, in order to prepare 
the next Conference on EU Budget focused on Results that could debate the policy areas, in which the Union 
budget should be spent before deciding upon the financial framework. 
 
The English version of the 2015 Commission draft discharge reports were sent to Members respectively on 10 
and 13 February 2017. 
 
Other language versions are available on the CONT website. 

 
CONT Timetable: 
 

Event Body Date 

Deadline for amendments CONT 6 March 2017 14.00 

Adoption in CONT CONT 22 March 2017 

Adoption in Plenary Plenary APRIL II 

 
 

55. ECA SPECIAL REPORT N° 36/2016 (2016 DISCHARGE) ON “AN ASSESSMENT OF THE 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLOSURE OF THE 2007-2013 COHESION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMMES ”CONT/8/09301 

 

Presentation of the Special Report by the Member of the European Court 
of Auditors responsible, Ladislav Balko, and consideration of a working 
document 

 
Rapporteur: Boguslaw Liberadzki (S&D) 
Administrator: Christian Ehlers 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Andrey Novakov (EPP), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Younous 

Omarjee (GUE/NGL), Marco Valli (EFDD) 
 
 

For the 2014-2020 programme period, around EUR 460 billion was allocated to cohesion and rural development 
programmes from the EU budget, compared with around EUR 430 billion for 2007-2013 and EUR 300 billion euro 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23768/BOGUSLAW_LIBERADZKI_home.html
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for 2000-2006. This represents approximately 40 % of the total EU budget for 2000-2006, 44 % for 2007-2013 and 
43 % for 2014-2020. 
 
The cohesion and rural development areas have similar characteristics in terms of their delivery mechanisms, 
instruments and control systems under a shared management set-up. Both aim at reducing regional disparities. 
 
The rapporteur 
 
1. Welcomes the Court’s special report and endorses its recommendations; 

2. Notes with satisfaction that the Commission provided adequate and timely support to help Member States 
prepare for the closure of 2007-2013 programmes; 

3 Welcomes the Commission’s readiness to seek further harmonisation of regulatory provisions between the 
funds, including on terminology, assurance and closure processes, whenever it enables to improve the 
management of EU funds and it contributes to a simpler and more effective implementation in Member 
States and regions; 

4. Notes with astonishment the Commission’s refusal to consider specific commitment in relation to 
legislative proposals for the post 2020 period, knowing that they can already build on the experience of 
two complete financial periods (1999-2006, 2006-2013); rejects therefore this Commission argument; 

5. Supports the Court’s call for further alignment of the regulatory provisions for closure between cohesion 
and for the investment-related measures under rural development; 

6. Considers that calculated residual risk rates remain an unknown quantity based on experience and can at 
best be used as pointers; 

7. Notes the Court’s demand that eligibility periods should no longer overlap with the subsequent 
programme period after 2020 and its concern that extended eligibility periods (i.e. n+2, n+3) are one of the 
reasons for financial backlogs and the late start of the subsequent programming period along with delays 
in finalisation of revised programming and funding legislation and associated implementation rules, 
particularly in 2014/2015; emphasises in this regard the importance of ensuring maximum absorption and 
the smooth-running of multiannual projects; 

8. Notes that the final closure of the financial period only occurs every seven years; shares therefore the 
Court’s opinion that the Commission should inform the budgetary authority and its Committee on 
Budgetary Control about the final outcome of the closure procedure in a separate document; such a 
document should not only confirm the legality and regularity of the expenditures but it should also 
measure the result and impact of the programmes (performance approach). 

The Rapporteur's recommendations will possibly be included in the 2016 Commission discharge report. 
 
Members of the AGRI, REGI and EMPL committees have been invited to attend. 
 
The English language version of the working was circulated to Members on 23 February and is available on the 
CONT website. 
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56. ECA SPECIAL REPORT N° 31/2016 (2016 DISCHARGE) ON “SPENDING AT LEAST ONE 

EURO IN EVERY FIVE FROM THE EU BUDGET ON CLIMATE ACTION: AMBITIOUS WORK 

UNDERWAY, BUT AT SERIOUS RISK OF FALLING SHORT”CONT/8/08542 

 

Presentation of the Special Report by the Member of the European 
Court of Auditors responsible, Phil Wynn Owen, and consideration of a 
working document 

 
Rapporteur: Tomáš Zdechovzký (EPP) 
Administrator: Olivier Sautière 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Nedzhmi Ali (ALDE), Younous Omarjee (GUE), Gilles 

Pargneaux (S&D), Marco Valli (EFDD) 
 
 
Climate change is one of the greatest challenges facing the European Union (EU) and 

governments across the globe, which can be managed through two policy responses: the ‘mitigation’ approach 
for addressing climate change, seeks to address the causes of climate change by reducing or limiting the emission 
of greenhouse gases and the ‘adaptation’ approach aims at anticipating the adverse and positive effects of the 
climate change that will happen and taking appropriate action to prevent or minimise the potential damage. 
 
The International Climate Change Agreement, adopted in Paris at the end of 2015, is the first binding universal 
agreement to fight against climate change, setting up a transparency framework for tracking the progress of 
countries towards achieving their individual greenhouse gas reduction targets. In order to respond to climate 
change and the associated substantial investment needs, the EU has agreed that at least 20 % of its budget for 
2014-2020 - ‘one euro in every five’ - should be spent on climate-related action. This objective forms part of the 
EU’s leadership in climate action and is considered as indispensable for the 2015 International Climate Change 
Agreement to be a success.  
 
According to the Court’s estimates, the target corresponds to a pledge of approximately 212 billion euro. The 
Commission decided to achieve the objectives linked to climate change ‘mitigation’ and ‘adaptation’ by including 
related concerns into all policy areas and the corresponding funds of the EU budget, instead of creating one 
dedicated funding instrument. 
 
The Court examined whether the target to spend at least 20 % of the EU budget on climate-related action was 
likely to be met and whether the European Commission’s approach was likely to add value by leading to more and 
better-focused funding on climate action. The audit work focused on the overall system established at 
Commission level and in two areas of shared management: cohesion policy and the common agricultural policy, 
these areas accounting together for two-thirds of the EU budget and three-quarters of the overall target for 
climate funding under the 2014-2020 multiannual financial framework. Audit visits were carried out in Poland, in 
Germany and Romania, and in France and Spain. This report does not however include an assessment of the 
general effects of EU policies on climate, the performance of the EU against its 2020 and 2030 climate and energy 
targets, or the optimum level of EU climate funding. 
 
The Court observed that ambitious work was underway and that progress had been made. However, there 
remained a serious risk that the EU’s target of spending 20 % of the EU budget on climate action between 2014 
and 2020 will not be met without more effort to tackle climate change and to ensure a ‘real shift’ towards climate 
action. Weaknesses were  
 
reported on the tracking method used by the Commission and Member States for planning and measuring 
progress towards the 20% target across the EU budget. 
 
The implementation of the target has led to more and better focus on climate action in the European Regional 
Development and the Cohesion Fund. But in the areas of agriculture, rural development and fisheries, and in the 
European Social fund, there has been no significant shift towards climate action with a situation that was largely 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124713/TOMAS_ZDECHOVSKY_home.html
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business as usual or with potential opportunities for funding climate related action that were not fully explored 
by the Commission and Member States. 
 
The Rapporteur welcomes the ambitious targets to spend at least 20% of its budget on climate related action for 
the 2014-2020 budgeting period but regrets that according to the Court, there is a serious risk of falling short of 
the 20% budget target; 
 
He considers of high importance for the Commission to continuously demonstrate sufficient leadership and 
commitment to climate change issues through an effective implementation of the Paris agreement as well as to 
consolidate its international credibility and tools for shaping conditions for the Union's climate policy and green 
diplomacy in future years. The Rapporteur further calls on the Commission to develop a concrete overall strategy 
on reaching the set target that will entail area-specific action plans pointing out detailed measures and 
instruments, methodology of measurement and reporting, and performance indicators employed in the climate-
related actions of specific policy areas. 
 
The Rapporteur finally believes that mainstreaming of the funding programmes needs to be further refined by 
defining clear adaptation or mitigation strategies and related action plans, including adequate tools of 
quantification of investment and climate incentives needed and, better estimates tracking methods for getting 
right projections on the progress achieved across EU programmes and Member States’ actions. 
 
The Rapporteur's working document (EN) is available on the CONT website.  
 
The Rapporteur's recommendations will possibly be included in the 2016 Commission discharge report. 
 
 

57. 2015 DISCHARGE: PRESENTATION OF THE COUNCIL RECOMMENDATIONS BY EDWARD 

SCICLUNA, MALTESE MINSTER OF FINANCES 
 

 
 
On 21 February 2017 the Council adopted its recommendations on the 
discharge to be given to the Commission, the executive agencies, the 
Agencies and Joint undertakings for 2015.  They were sent to Members on 21 
February 2016 and are published on the CONT website. 
 
The initial presentation by Edward Scicluna, Maltese Minister of Finance will 
be followed by an exchange of views with the Members of the Committee. 
 

 
Commission Discharge: 
 
The Council recommends to the European Parliament to give discharge to the Commission in respect of the 
implementation of the budget of the European Union for the financial year 2015.  
 
The Council considers that the simplification of rules is of paramount importance in achieving a lower level of 
error. Simplification of rules, including those in delegated and implementing acts, as well as improved guidance, 
not only reduces the administrative burden on national authorities and beneficiaries, thereby reducing the risk of 
error, but also allows for more efficient and less costly controls.  
 
The Council call on the Commission and Member States to take full advantage of the existing options when 
implementing the programmes under the current legislative framework for the period 2014-2020, by making the 
appropriate use of the variety of simplification measures at their disposal. 
 

http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105


PE600.903v01-00 24/38 PV\1118305EN.docx 

EN 

The Council welcomes the findings of the Court, in particular, on performance and delivery of results from the EU 
budget, as specified in its annual report and its various special reports, and invites the Commission to take them 
into consideration, where appropriate and possible, during the preparations of the next multiannual financial 
framework (MFF). 
 
The Netherlands and Sweden have adopted a joint declaration; they appreciate that the overall estimated level 
of error has improved compared to last year, however they regret that, for the 22d consecutive year, the European 
Court of Auditors has been unable to grant an unqualified Statement of Assurance on the EU budget as a whole. 
 
They are of the opinion that further discussion needs to take place on how the EU-budget can be re-designed to 
better support overall political priorities, generate results and react to unforeseen challenges, and support the 
Commission’s “Budget focused on Results” initiative in this regard. 
 
For this purpose, they call on the Commission to initiate a comprehensive spending-review with the aim to 
systematically evaluate each area in the EU-budget regarding their efficiency, the EU added value and the 
contribution towards overall EU-priorities ahead of the next multiannual financial framework. 
 
European Development Fund (EDF): 
 
As regards to activities funded by 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th EDFs for the financial year 2015, the Council notes with 
concern that the error rate has not decreased compared to the previous year (3.8%) and that this error rate is still 
too high and urges the Commission to work within the agreed target of 2% error rate. The Council notes the 
revenue of the EDFs the global commitments entered into by the EDFs were free from material error but takes 
notes that the payments made by the EDFs were materially affected by error.  
 
 
The Council acknowledges the efforts made by the Commission to reduce old open prefinancing and old 
outstanding commitments (le RAL (le reste à liquider)) and the number of open expired contracts, but considers 
that further progress is needed in this regard. The Council positively notes further progress made by the 
Commission in the implementation of monitoring system regarding the recovery of interests of prefinancing. 
 
Moreover the Council notes with concern that errors relating to the absence of supporting documents and non-
compliance with procurement rules account for 70% of the estimated level of error with more errors committed 
by the Commission and its implementing partners, as in previous years, in transactions relating to programme 
estimates, grants and contribution agreements with international organisations than in other types of support. 
 
The Council calls on the Commission to pay more attention to ex-ante checks, given the high-risk operational 
environment in which the operations are implemented while also noting improvements made by the Commission 
by putting in place a quality grid to assess the reliability of checks, the development of a new audit application 
and measures taken in the areas of document management and procurement 
 
Finally, the Council welcomes the Commission announcement to revise the system for expenditure verifications 
directly contracted by the beneficiaries and apply a quality assurance scheme also to these verifications, but 
however acknowledges that improvements should be made in certain important areas such as expanding the use 
of quality grid to audits and expenditure verifications contracted directly by beneficiaries, improving the provision 
of necessary documentation by the external entities or improving risk assessment for payments under indirect 
management with beneficiary countries, 
 
Overall, the Council recommends that the European Parliament give discharge to the Commission in respect of 
the implementation of the operations funded by 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th EDFs for the financial year 2015. 
 
Agencies: 
 
The Council recommends the European Parliament to give discharge to all of the decentralised agencies  
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The Council, in its draft recommendations, recommends granting discharge for all of the 32 decentralised 
agencies in respect of the implementation of their budgets for the financial year 2015. The draft 
recommendations contain, moreover, the accompanying comments for 30 agencies which focus on, inter alia, 
budgetary management and expenditure, procurement procedures as well as financial programming and 
monitoring of budget implementation. 
 
Joint undertakings: 
 
The Council recommends the European Parliament to give discharge to all of the Joint Undertakings in respect of 
the implementation of their budgets for the financial year 2015.  
 
In order to avoid excessive carry-overs, the Council calls on the Joint Undertakings to pay due attention to the 
proper programming and implementation of commitment and payment appropriations in the course of the 
budgetary year and to decommit unused appropriations if necessary, in line with the budgetary principle of 
annuality. 
 
Moreover, the Council encourages the Joint Undertakings to implement their action plans on planning, 
performance monitoring and reporting, the dissemination of research results, the quality control of beneficiaries' 
publications, and the establishment of a central repository of outputs without delay. 
 
Finally, the Council invites the Joint Undertakings to incorporate in their procedures declarations of absence of a 
conflict of interest as stated in the Commission's guidelines. 
 
The Council is concerned about the very significant cost increase of the ITER project that in November 2015 was 
estimated at EUR 2 375 million for the construction phase. The Council invites the Joint Undertaking to update 
the valuation of its contribution to the ITER project beyond the construction phase and to present it with the least 
possible delay. It urges the Joint Undertaking to implement swiftly its action plan in order to improve the 
performance of the project and to increase the reliability of its monitoring and forecasts. 
 
The Council is concerned about the shortcomings identified by the Court in the presentation of the ECSEL’s and 
BBI’s accounts, where the value of in-kind contributions by other members was based on estimates. It urges the 
Joint Undertakings to obtain from its members the reports on the value of their in-kind contributions on time. 
 
 

 
 

58. 2015 DISCHARGE: GENERAL BUDGET OF THE EU - EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

CONT/8/07194 

TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2017 

15.00 - 17.30 

PUBLIC MEETING 

 

 

  Coordinators' meeting in camera 

 
*** Voting time *** 
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Consideration of draft report 
 
Rapporteur: Denis de Jong (GUE/NGL) 
Administrator: Mauro de Oliveira 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs:  Tamás Deutsch (EPP), Derek Vaughan (S&D), Anders 

Primdahl Vistisen (ECR), Nedzhmi Ali (ALDE), Benedek Jávor 
(Greens/EFA), Marco Valli (EFDD), Jean-François Jalkh (ENF) 

 
 
The European Parliament draft discharge report for the financial year 2015 is based 

on a wide range of information, which is available on the CONT website: 

 

 Parliament's accounts for the financial year 2015, 

 the report on budgetary and financial management, 

 the Secretary-General's Statement of Assurance, 

 the Annual Activity Reports by the Authorising Officers, 

 the European Court of Auditors' Annual Report 2015, 

 the follow-up report drawn up by the Administration in response to the previous year's discharge resolution, 

 the questionnaire with the Secretary-General's replies emailed to Members on 24 January 2017, and 

 the exchange of views in CONT on 30 of January with the Vice-President responsible for budgetary affairs, the 

Secretary General, the Court of Auditors and the Internal Auditor. 

 
The Rapporteur, Mr de Jong, will present his draft report on the Parliament's management during 2015. His draft 
report contains comments and recommendations based, inter alia, on the Court of Auditors’ and the Internal 
Auditors’ findings, as well as, the result of the extensive discussion process held with the Parliament’s Authorising 
Officers. 
 
He commends the commitment of the Parliament’s administration to continuously improving the performance of 
the Parliament’s services. He welcomes the revised rules governing the payment of financial contributions for 
sponsored visitors groups that reduce considerably cash payments and introduce mandatory electronic transfers. 
He emphasises that MEPs ought to be able to use the Parliament’s website to provide their constituencies with 
maximum transparency on their activities and calls upon the Secretary-General to develop a system in which 
MEPs can indicate how they want their personal webpages to be organised.  

Mr de Jong shows concern that media and the public at large find it difficult to obtain the specific information they 
are looking for about MEP's allowances or underlying documents regarding the decision on the recognition of the 
European political parties and European political foundations. He requests the newly established authority for 
European political parties and foundations to submit a progress report to Parliament after its first year of activity. 
 
He voices his uneasiness that the current code of conduct for MEPs does not offer sufficient safeguards in order 
to avoid conflicts of interests and expresses the need for the establishment of a working group on the 
strengthening of the code of conduct. The Rapporteur recalls that that according to the Court of Auditors the 
costs of the geographic dispersion of the Parliament amount to EUR 114 million per year and demands the Bureau 
to develop, without delay, a roadmap to a single seat for Parliament.  
 
All language versions of the draft report will be available on the CONT website.  
 

CONT Timetable: 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96748/DENNIS_DE+JONG_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/discharge-2015.html?tab=European%20Parliament
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
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Event Body Date 

Deadline for amendments CONT 6 March 2017 14.00 

Adoption in CONT CONT 22 March 2017 

Adoption in Plenary Plenary APRIL II 
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59. 2015 DISCHARGE: EU GENERAL BUDGET - 8TH, 9TH, 10TH AND 11TH EDFS 
CONT/8/07429 

Consideration of draft report 
 
Rapporteur: Younous Omarjee (GUE) 
Administrator: Olivier Sautière 
 
Shadow Rapporteurs: Claudia Schmidt (EPP), Karin Kadenbach (S&D), Anders 

Primdahl Vistisen (ECR), Martina Dlavajová (ALDE), Indrek 
Tarand (Greens/EFA), Marco Valli (EFDD), Jean-François 
Jalkh (ENF) 

 
 
In the course of the preparation of the European Development Fund (EDF) discharge 

report for 2015, the Committee submitted written questions both to the Member of the European Commission 
responsible for International Cooperation and Development, Mr Neven Mimica, and to the Director General and 
Deputy Head of Operations of the European Investment Bank (EIB) for Operations outside the EU, Mr Luca 
Lazzaroli, on 24 October 2016. Replies were emailed to Members on 4 November 2016. 
 
CONT Members held an exchange of views with Commissioner Neven Mimica on the findings concerning the EDF 
chapter of the Court of Auditors (ECA) 2015 Annual Report on 8 November 2016, in the presence of Ms Danièle 
Lamarque Member of the European Court of Auditors. On this occasion, CONT Members also held an exchange 
of views with Mr Luca Lazzaroli, Director General of EIB for Operations outside the EU who had been invited to 
present the main results achieved by the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) Investment Facility for 2015. 
 
The Rapporteur emphasised the following issues: the challenging issue of assessing the performance of the 
development policy in particular to improve EDF aid effectiveness, the risk of outsourcing certain objectives of 
the development policy with the use of trust funds, the simplification of EDFs’ implementing procedures, the need 
for better alignment of EU policies contributing to the overall objective of development, the migration issue and 
the EDF development aid and the future of the Cotonou Agreement after 2020. 
 
In that context, the Rapporteur globally called for a higher level of consistency in the management of the 
development policy and the necessity of getting more guarantees when funding development interventions.  
 
Separate chapters are also dedicated to budget support and related conditionalities, to the cooperation 
frameworks with international organisations particularly the combination of respective governance frameworks, 
to the African Peace Facility and to the aid delivery to Overseas Countries and Territories (OCTs). 
 
As regards EIBs activities, the discussion focused on the evaluation tools of the sustainability of the ACP 
Investment Facility’s actions, the definition of clear ex-ante objectives, the lending risks and the EIB’s due 
diligence requirements.  
 
The English draft report was sent to Members on 13 February 2017. 
 
All language versions of the draft report and the reference documents can be consulted on the CONT website. 
 
CONT Timetable: 
 

Event Body Date 

Deadline for amendments CONT 6 March 2017 14.00 

Adoption in CONT CONT 22 March 2017 

Adoption in Plenary Plenary APRIL II 

 
 

60. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/30482/YOUNOUS_OMARJEE_home.html
http://www.emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/committees/agenda/201702/CONT/CONT(2017)0227_1/sitt-3958105
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61. NEXT MEETINGS 
 

 
 
 

 
 

62. COORDINATORS’ MEETING 
 

Meeting held in Camera 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 22 March 2017, 09.00 to 12.30 and 15.00 to 18.30 (Brussels) 

 23 March 2017, 09.00 to 12.30 (Brussels) 

 27 March 2017, 15.00 - 18.30 (Brussels) 

TUESDAY, 28 FEBRUARY 2017 

17.30 - 18.30 

IN CAMERA 

 

 

  Coordinators' meeting in camera 

 
*** Voting time *** 

 

WATCH LIVE 
Watch the CONT committee meeting live on the EP website or on Europarl TV 
 

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME (INTERNAL USERS ONLY) 
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee 

 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/schedule/schedule
http://www.europarltv.europa.eu/en/home.aspx
http://www.emeeting.ep.parl.union.eu/committee/#help
http://www.contnet.ep.parl.union.eu/contnet/cms/home/menu_current_leg
mailto:cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu?subject=cont-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/home.html
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European Parliament 
2014 - 2019 

 

 

Committee on Budgetary Control 
- The Secretariat  

 

 COORDINATORS' MEETING  
 

 
Tuesday, 28 February 2017 

17.00 - 18.30 

 
Brussels, Meeting room ASP 5G3 

 

 

Summary of Recommendations 

 

ITEMS FOR DECISION 

 

A. ECA Priorities for 2018 work programme [OS] 

The CCC held a meeting with ECA President Mr Lehne on 14 February 

2017 during which the ECA priorities for the 2018 work programme were 
discussed. 

Committees were requested to send their final written contributions by 9 
March 2017 to the CCC. 

Coordinators were requested to approve the consolidated list based on the 
proposals received following the last coordinators’ meeting. 

 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators approved the consolidated list of CONT priorities 

and instructed the Secretariat to send it to the CCC. 

 

B. 
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Committee hearings, missions and ad hoc delegations during 

the second half of 2017 [MC] 

Committees are requested to submit their priorities for their travel activities 

and committee hearings in order to adopt the draft programmes for 
committee hearings, missions and ad hoc delegations during the second 

half of 2017.  
  

Committee requests have to be sent to the CCC secretariat by 23 March 
2017 in order to adopt the draft programmes during the CCC meeting of 4 

April 2017. The Conference of Presidents and the Bureau would then 
consider the programmes by May 2017.  

  
 

Decision: 

 The Coordinators discussed the planned missions for the second half of 

2017 and decided to re-confirm their decision of 6 October 2016 to 
organise missions to Finland and Hungary. They decided to send the 

delegation to Hungary in week 38 and the mission to Finland (Helsinki 
and Lapland) in week 44. 

 

 No decision was made regarding public hearings for the 2nd half of 2017.  

 

    Coordinators are reminded of their decision of 6 October 2016 to re-    
    consider their proposal for a possible public hearing on:  “Codes of   

    Conduct and conflicts of interest in different levels of governance" after  
    submission of the Commission’s proposal. 

 
    Coordinators could make suggestions for other hearings and   

    send their proposals to the Secretariat by 15 March 2017. 

 

C. Possible visit to Europol [HS] 

The Coordinators were informed of an invitation sent to CONT Chair, Ms 

Gräßle by Rob Wrainwright, director of EUROPOL, to visit the EUROPOL’s 

newly established European Counter Terrorism Centre in The Hague and to 
familiarise with the EUROPOL’s activities.  

EUROPOL is subject to the discharge procedure, together with other 
decentralised agencies and joint undertakings. Considering that the 

agencies’ discharge is under the direct responsibility of the CONT 
Committee, a CONT delegation could be organised in a turquoise week and 

outside of the annual quota within the scope of the Article 2(4) of the 
“Bureau decision on the Committee Missions outside the three places of 

work”. This article stipulates that “Every two years, each committee shall 
be authorised to send, during the weeks set aside for external parliamentary 

activities and for no more than three days, a three-member mission to 
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agencies for which it is principally responsible pursuant to Annex VI to the 

Rules of Procedure. Such missions shall not be included in the calculation of 

the quota referred to in Article 2(1).” 
 

The Coordinators were reminded of their decision from 6 October 2016 to 
look into a possibility to organise an out of quota delegation to the European 

Union Intellectual Property Office (EUIPO) in Alicante, Spain under the 
abovementioned rules. However, as EUIPO is not subject to the Parliament’s 

discharge procedure, it does not fall within the CONT’s responsibility under 
the Rules of Procedure. 

 
Considering that the Coordinators already decided to organise missions to 

Finland and Hungary, it was proposed that a possible three-member mission 
to EUROPOL could be organised in September, in week 38, in parallel to 

another mission.  
 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators confirmed that an out-of-quota mission to 
EUROPOL’s European Counter Terrorism Centre will replace the mission to 

EUIPO and shall be organised in week 38. 
 

 

D. CONT delegation to Washington, US [OS] 

On 17 November 2016, the Conference of Presidents authorized the CONT 
delegation to Washington, US during week 21: 22-26 May, 5 days including 

travel with seven Members to participate and the Chair out of quota. 
Coordinators were informed of the allocation of seats according to the 

d’Hondt system and a proposed draft programme was presented. 
 

 

E. BREXIT - Committees contribution to the EP resolution [OS] 

Following the last CCC on 14 February 2017, the Committees were asked 

to prepare, in view of the preparation of the EP resolution which would be 
adopted as soon as possible after the triggering of Article 50 by the UK, 

contributions in the form of paragraphs to be sent to the CCC secretariat by 
1st March at noon. Coordinators received the proposed text and were asked 

for their suggestions. 
  

 

Decision: The Coordinators were invited to submit their suggestions in 
relation to the draft programme and to nominate their participating 

Members           by 7 March 2017 12.00. 
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Proposal:  The Coordinators discussed the proposal and made some 
suggestions. After the meeting, an updated text was circulated. In the 

absence of further comments, the draft paragraphs were sent by the 

Secretariat to the CCC. 

 

F. Proposals for expertise (studies, briefings, workshops) for 2017 

[NF, PolDep D] 

The Coordinators were invited to submit to the Secretariat their proposals 

for expertise (studies, briefings, workshops) for 2017 by 10 February 2017. 
On the basis of the list of proposals received, Coordinators were invited to 

approve the ones to be requested from Policy Department D. 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators approved the following proposals: 
 

Studies: 

 

1. 10 years Cooperation and Verification Mechanism (BG and RO) Analyse of the reports: 

evaluation and achievements (EPP proposal) 

 

2. Management and Oversight of EU Trust Funds (EPP proposal) 

 

3. State of play of the fulfilment of ex-ante conditionalities and their potential impact on 

the financial implementation of European Structural and Investment Funds (S&D 

proposal) 

 

4. Ensuring high quality job creation from EU funding programmes: how can the best 

practice of Horizon 2020 be better integrated into other programmes (ESF, Youth 

Guarantee, Globalisation Fund)? (S&D proposal) 

 

5. Public procurement in EU: few winners for main large-scale infrastructure projects; 

Overview on the criteria selection, the monitoring and the control system (EFDD 

proposal) 

 

Workshops: 

 

1. Transparent corporate taxes and transparent company registers in the EU (EPP 

proposal) 

The chair instructed Policy Department D and the Secretariat to check if a joint workshop 

with ECON could be organised. 

 

2. The relationship and blending between the EU budget and other financial instruments: 

case study of EFSI and its implications for ESI funds (S&D proposal) 

 

3. How to better combat the fraud? Follow up of the Commission’s anti-corruption 

sharing programme (EPP and S&D proposals to be merged) 

 

4. How can we better communicate the results of the EU budgetary control process to 

citizens? Addressing the challenges of populist discourse on EU spending (S&D proposal) 
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5. Efficient use of EU funding in the Baltic Sea: State of play in the combat against 

eutrophication (EPP proposal) 

 

6. Has the Single European Sky initiative provided more efficiency for European Air 

Traffic Management – is SESAR delivering results? (EPP proposal) 

 

 

G. Public Hearing - “Is EU investment moving research, innovation 

and business forward? Mid-term views on Horizon 2020” - 12 

April 2017 [CE] 

Coordinators’ received the draft programme of the public hearing 
scheduled to take place on 12 April 2017. 

 
 

Decision: Coordinators did not approve the programme as proposed. They 

asked for the number of speakers from public bodies/administration to be 
reduced, and best-performing countries (i.e. UK), university 

representatives and non-EU countries participating in Horizon 2020 to be 
added. 

 

 

H. Budget rapporteur 2018 [PG] 

Coordinators received the provisional calendar with key dates for the 

budgetary procedure 2018. 
CONT Secretariat was requested to communicate the name of the CONT 

rapporteur to BUDG Secretariat. 
 
 

Decision:  Coordinators approved the established practice to appoint the out-
going Commission discharge rapporteur, Mr Zeller, as CONT rapporteur for 

the 2018 budget procedure.  
 

Coordinators confirmed that: 
- CONT shall send a letter to BUDG as regards the Mandate for the 

budgetary Trilogue on the budget 2018 to be adopted by BUDG on 19- 20 
June and   

- CONT shall draft an opinion to the draft budgetary resolution to be adopted 

by BUDG on 10 October 2017. 

 

 

I. Letter from Vice-President Timmermans to LIBE Chair on Anti-

corruption work [MC] 

In 2014, the Commission decided to issue an anticorruption report which 
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would show the spectrum of corruption of the EU funds across different 

policies and different Member States. The report was to be issued every 

second year. The CONT Committee welcomed and supported the idea. The 
first report was published on 3 February 2014. The second report was due 

to be published in February 2016. As the date passed, CONT asked the 
Commission about the report a number of times and obtained an answer 

that it is in production but would be delayed. Finally, on 25 January 2017, 
the Commission's First Vice-President Franz Timmermans decided that 

there will be no further reporting and that the topic will be dealt by the 
Commission by other means. Commissioner Timmermans wrote a letter to 

the LIBE Chair Mr Claude Moraes explaining the reasoning behind. 
The coordinators of the LIBE Committee decided to invite Commission First 

Vice-President Timmermans to a forthcoming LIBE meeting to explain the 
issue further. No date has been set yet. 

 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators agreed that CONT Committee shall take part in 

the LIBE meeting with Commissioner Timmermans. 

 

 

J. Commission’s subscription contract with Politico [CE, PG] 

In the framework of the 2015 Commission discharge procedure a 

questionnaire was addressed to Commissioner Oettinger prior to his hearing 
on 31 January 2017. Question number 23 related to a contract with Politico 

and the Commissioner’s reply was as follows:  
 

23.  DG Communication has signed up for web access to POLITICO pro content for all 

Commission staff members. Could you please inform us 

a. on the period covered by that contract?  

 

Commission's answer: 

 

In 2015, a subscription contract was signed with Politico.  The subscription fee 

amounts to EUR 57.000*. 

 

*More information on this contract cannot be divulged as it could harm the principle 

of commercial secret as provided for under Article 4 (2) of Regulation (CE) N° 

1049/2001, first indent.  Further disclosure of any elements stipulated in the Politico 

-or any other- subscription contract would undermine the protection of the 

commercial interests of the companies with which the Commission has concluded 

subscription agreements: putting commercially sensitive business information 

(such as for example financial conditions, elements determining the price like 

duration of the contract, or technical specifications including description of the 

organisation of the proposed services, tools, methodologies, know-how, resources, 

and any information carrying a commercial value) in the public domain would 

jeopardise the contractors' competitive positions on the market. According to 

Article 339 TFEU, the Commission is required "not to disclose information of the 

kind covered by the obligation of professional secrecy, in particular information 
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about undertakings, their business relations or their cost components". 

 

 

b. on the exact amount of money agreed upon for the above mentioned contract? 

 

Commission's answer: 

Please see reply to question 23a) 

 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators instructed the Chair to request access to the 

above mentioned subscription contract on behalf of CONT committee. 

 

K. Latest development regarding Euronews [CE] 

The S&D group requested to discuss the situation in the Euronews 

television channel. The initiative was triggered by an article in EurActiv 
which was shared with the Coordinators. 

By letter of 3 February to Commission Vice-President for Digital Single 
Market, Andrus Ansip, Euronews employees drew attention to a number of 

problems with which the television channel is confronted: 
• the restructuring of the service, 

• an ill-defined editorial project, 
• the discontinuation of the funding for the Ukraine section (The 

Ukrainian service of Euronews was bought in March 2015 by Ukrainian 

oligarch Dmytro Firtash, who recently abandoned the project), 
• the risk to the Turkish desk, after the Turkish public television 

discontinued its support, and 
• the consequences from the Farsi and Arab services being switched 

to web-only editions. 
 

In his reply the Commission Vice-President underlined that that Europe 
must continue to make its voice heard and defend its values. 

In February 2015, Egyptian billionaire Naguib Sawiris bought a majority 
stake of 53% in Euronews. 

The Commission is currently looking into a strategic agreement with NBC 
Universal. 

In 2016 the commission supported Euronews with EUR 25 million and it 
has renewed its financial support in 2017. 

 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators decided to instruct the Secretariat to find out 

how CULT is dealing with this issue and to discuss the future of Euronews 
further in a joint CONT-CULT meeting if possible. 
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L. Romania - Alleged fraud regarding the financing of RO-NET 

project in Romania [HS] 

The Coordinators attention was drawn to a message sent to the CONT Chair 

regarding an alleged fraud on the financing of RO-NET project in Romania. 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators agreed to forward this information to OLAF and 

approved a draft letter to be sent.  

 

M. OLAF document D/000955 – access to the name of an individual 

(follow-up on request sent to OLAF on 13 September 2016) [HS] 

The coordinators received a copy of a letter from Giovanni Kessler to Ms 

Gräßle from 17 January 2017, in reply to a letter sent to Ms Georgieva on 
behalf of CONT committee, requesting access to the name of an individual 

contained in OLAF document D/000955. 

 
 

Decision:  The Coordinators decided to send another letter with a stronger 
motivation requesting again disclosure of the personal information.  
 

 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

 

N. Documents on referrals  
 

O. Any other business 

 
None 
 

P. Time and date of next Coordinators' meeting 
 

22-23 March 2017 in Brussels (TBC) 
 

Present:  

I. Gräßle - CONT Chair 

T.Zdechovsky - EPP Group Deputy-Coordinator 

I. Ayala-Sender - S&D Group Coordinator 

R. Czarnecki - ECR Group Coordinator  

N. Ali - ALDE Group Coordinator 

D. de Jong - GUE/NGL Group Coordinator 

B. Staes, Greens Group Coordinator 

M. Valli - EFDD Group Coordinator 

J-F. Jalkh - ENF Group Coordinator  


