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1.	Summary of petition
The petitioner concerns the export of live animals by road from EU Member States to Turkey, which imports goats, sheep and lambs for slaughter, cattle for fattening, slaughter and milk production. The petitioner stresses that the relevant practice is in breach of the Regulation 1/2005 and explains in detail that long-distance transport entails a high risk of stress and suffering to the animals. He insists that all stakeholders involved in long-distance transports should take all possible measures to minimize animal suffering and to ensure compliance with the relevant legislation. The petitioner reports that between October 2010-2015 the Animal Welfare Foundation in collaboration with Tierschutzbund Zürich, Eyes on Animals and Compassion in World Farming carried out investigations along the route to Turkey to document, expose and make official complaints about the extreme animal suffering on this route. The investigation brought alarming findings; it showed in particular that 247 transport companies from 13 different EU countries seriously violated the provisions of the Regulation. The petitioner denounces the alleged non-compliance with the Regulation by the Member States during loading, approving the trucks, or due to a lack of verification of route plans etc. Moreover, the distances from EU exporting countries to the different destinations in Turkey are extremely long (some journeys are 3000 km, with days of waiting at the border and at customs). Furthermore, there is no infrastructure for the import of live animals on the Turkish side of the border between Bulgaria and Turkey (Kapikule). In addition, once in Turkey there is not a single control post where animals can be unloaded, given food, water and a 24-hour rest period before the journey to their final destinations. 
The petitioner asks the European Parliament to take any action considered appropriate to try to resolve the issue and to urge the Member States and Turkey to ratify the European Convention on the Protection of Animals during International Transport.
2.	Admissibility
Declared admissible on 10 November 2016. Information requested from Commission under Rule 216(6).
3.	Commission reply, received on 2 May 2017
Non-EU Member States are not bound by EU law. Therefore, the setting of rules and their enforcement is under the competence of the appropriate national authorities of non-EU countries, in compliance with their international obligations. 

The issue of the welfare of animals during transport has been raised by the Commission on several occasions with the Turkish authorities. The Commission invited the Turkish authorities to attend the regular technical meetings of the National Contact Points of the EU Member States on animal welfare during transport[footnoteRef:1] in order to discuss and agree on feasible solutions aimed at improving the welfare conditions of animals transported from the EU to and through Turkey. However, the Turkish authorities have not attended any of these meetings until now, despite the efforts made by the Commission. [1:  This network has been established on the basis of Article 24 of Regulation 1/2005 which requires mutual assistance and exchange of information between Member States and contact points to facilitate these exchanges.
] 


The Commission also sent a letter in July 2016 to the Turkish authorities suggesting a set of measures aimed at shortening the waiting time at the border and at upgrading facilities to ensure better welfare conditions for live animals exported from the EU. 

The Commission has, at various meetings, taken the opportunity to raise the awareness of the Turkish authorities on the importance of improving the welfare conditions of live animals exported from the EU. This issue was also raised by the Commission during the meeting of the Working Group on Veterinary and Phytosanitary Trade Issues on 5 October 2016 in Ankara.  

Conclusion

Despite these efforts, the Commission has limited influence on animal welfare issues encountered outside of the Union territory. The Commission also has a limited power to urge Turkey and member countries of the Council of Europe to ratify international agreements adopted outside the EU legal framework, such as the European Convention on the Protection of Animals during International Transport. 

However, the Commission will continue to explore further actions to improve the welfare conditions of animals exported from the EU to and through Turkey. 
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