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	Symbols for procedures

	
*
Consultation procedure



majority of the votes cast


**I
Cooperation procedure (first reading)



majority of the votes cast


**II
Cooperation procedure (second reading)



majority of the votes cast, to approve the common  position



majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend the common position


***
Assent procedure



majority of Parliament’s component Members except  in cases covered by Articles 105, 107, 161 and 300 of the EC Treaty and Article 7 of the EU Treaty


***I
Codecision procedure (first reading)



majority of the votes cast


***II
Codecision procedure (second reading)



majority of the votes cast, to approve the common position



majority of Parliament’s component Members, to reject or amend the common position


***III
Codecision procedure (third reading)



majority of the votes cast, to approve the joint text

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the Commission.)



	Amendments to a legislative text

	In amendments by Parliament, amended text is highlighted in bold italics. In the case of amending acts, passages in an existing provision that the Commission has left unchanged, but that Parliament wishes to amend, are highlighted in bold. Any deletions that Parliament wishes to make in passages of this kind are indicated thus: [...]. Highlighting in normal italics is an indication for the relevant departments showing parts of the legislative text for which a correction is proposed, to assist preparation of the final text (for instance, obvious errors or omissions in a given language version). Suggested corrections of this kind are subject to the agreement of the departments concerned.



CONTENTS
Page
5DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT
6
PROCEDURE
7


DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION
on the proposal for a Council regulation opening and providing for the administration of autonomous Community tariff quotas on imports of certain fishery products into the Canary Islands
(COM(2008)0129  – C6‑0153/2008  – 2008/0054(CNS))
(Consultation procedure)
The European Parliament,
–
having regard to the Commission proposal to the Council (COM(2008)0129),
–
having regard to Article 299(2) of the EC Treaty, pursuant to which the Council consulted Parliament (C6‑0153/2008 ),
–
having regard to Rule 51 of its Rules of Procedure,

–
having regard to the report of the Committee on Regional Development (A6‑0213/2008),

1.
Approves the Commission proposal;
2.
Calls on the Council to notify Parliament if it intends to depart from the text approved by Parliament;

3.
Calls for initiation of the conciliation procedure under the Joint Declaration of 4 March 1975 if the Council intends to depart from the text approved by Parliament;
4.
Asks the Council to consult Parliament again if it intends to amend the Commission proposal substantially;
5.
Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council and the Commission.
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

Since 1991 the European Union has suspended, partially or in full, the Common Customs Tariff duties on imports of certain fishery products into the Canary Islands. The exceptional geographical situation of the Canary Islands in relation to the sources of supply of certain fishery products which are essential for domestic consumption entails additional costs for this sector. This natural handicap can be remedied, inter alia, by temporarily suspending customs duties on imports of the products in question from third countries within Community tariff quotas of an appropriate volume.
The proposal for the opening and provision of duty-free tariff quotas is in line with Article 299(2) of the EC Treaty providing for specific measures to assist the outermost regions.
It is important to mention that the existing provisions in the area of the proposal, Regulation (EC) No 704/2002, expired on 31 December 2006.
In consequence, a juridical gap has existed since 1st January 2007, during which the payments of guarantees at the Spanish customs have been accumulating, reaching amounts that need to be settled as soon as possible.   

Consequently, following the consultations with the stakeholders and the formal request introduced by the Spanish authorities, it should be agreed to open two duty-free tariff quotas on imports of certain fishery products into the Canary Islands for the period 2007-2013.
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