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Written declaration on Tibet
The European Parliament,
–
having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Charter, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and international agreements on respect for dignity and human rights,
–
having regard to Rule 116 of its Rules of Procedure,
A.
whereas in Tibet in the last few months more than 100 people have died and approximately 2 300 have been injured or arrested,
B.
whereas detainees have suffered brutality, torture and ill-treatment and have been kept in inhumane conditions,

C.
whereas the Amnesty International report clearly states that since 2001, i.e. since it was awarded the Olympic Games, China has done nothing to improve human rights, and the situation for citizens of the People’s Republic of China has, in fact, worsened,
D.
whereas one of the fundamental principles of the International Olympic Committee is that ‘any form of discrimination with regard to a country or a person on grounds of race, religion, politics, gender or otherwise is incompatible with belonging to the Olympic Movement’,
1.
Strongly condemns China’s occupation of Tibet;
2.
Calls for the use of physical and psychological violence towards the inhabitants of Tibet to cease completely;

3.
Is concerned that the IOC is not adopting as firm a position on this matter as it did with regard to South Africa during apartheid, which was not permitted by the IOC to take part in the Olympic Games;
4. 
Is disappointed that, once again, the Olympic spirit and rules of fair play are being undermined and are at risk of being disregarded completely, 

5.
Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the signatories, to the Member State parliaments, the European Council and the Commission.
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