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Written declaration on expression of support for Sweden's right to recognise Turkey's genocide of the Armenians
The European Parliament,
–
having regard to Motion 2008/09:U332 adopted by the Swedish Parliament on 11 March 2010, which recognises the genocide of the Armenians and other minority groups,

–
having regard to H. Res. 252, on the same subject, adopted by the House of Representatives' Foreign Affairs Committee on 4 March 2010,

–
having regard to its resolution of 28 February 2002 (OJ C 293E, 28.11.2002, A5-0028/2002), confirming the European Parliament's position of 18 June 1987,
–
having regard to Rule 123 of its Rules of Procedure

A.
whereas Turkey has opted to recall its ambassadors from Sweden and the USA in response to those countries' recognition of the Armenian genocide,
1.
Calls on the Commission and the Council to declare that free debate is part of the foundation of the EU and a prerequisite for democracy;
2.
Stresses that it is the Swedish Parliament's right to hold such debates and take decisions accordingly;

3.
Instructs the Commission and the Council to make clear to Turkey that the European Parliament has recognised the Armenian genocide;

4.
Calls on the Commission and the Council to make clear to Turkey, as a candidate for accession to the EU, that free, democratic debate is not furthered by denying historical facts;

5.
Instructs its President to forward this declaration, together with the names of the signatories, to the Commission, the Council and the parliaments of the Member States.
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